
Summary of Feedback 
 
 
To help you understand the nature of the feedback we received, and how it influenced 
Council’s final decisions, we’ve provided a summary of the feedback below.  
 
This summarises the nature of the comments and highlights the main themes that emerged.  
 
Total feedback received: 233 
 
This was made up of:  
 

• Written feedback mailed or emailed - 160 

• Verbal feedback at Have Your Say sessions - 73 
 

Freedom Camping at Anzac Bay 
 
The majority of feedback received was related to Anzac Bay. The graph below shows the 
options and preferences people made either verbally or as part of their written feedback. 
 

What people said… 
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Option 1 - make no changes until the bylaw is reviewed in 2017

Option 2 – freedom camping is permitted at Anzac Bay except for the period from the third week of December 
to 7 February  

Option 3 - overnight freedom camping is reduced and split into two separate sites

Option 4 - freedom camping is permitted at Anzac Bay except for the period from the third week of December
to 7 February at which time it will be prohibited and the area will be reduced by over half of the current area

Option 5 - freedom camping is permanently prohibited

Option 6 - Other suggestions
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For this section of the review there were five options – with Option 5 (to permanently 
prohibit freedom camping) the most popular. However, altogether more people agreed with 
a collection of options which supported some form of Freedom Camping being available.  
 

Comment Summary 
 
A range of comments were received about each of the proposed options for Anzac Bay.  
 
Option 1 – Make no changes to Freedom Camping at Anzac Bay until the Bylaw is 
reviewed in 2017 
 
Supporting comments said the bylaw was working well and did not need change and that 
campers had complied with the bylaw. 
 
 
Option 2 - Freedom Camping is permitted at Anzac Bay except for the period 
from the third week of December to 7 February during which time it will be 
prohibited 
 
Supporting comments said a range of compromises should be considered over the popular 
Christmas/holiday period but freedom camping should be permitted for the rest of the year. 
A range of variations were suggested including starting the prohibition in Labour Weekend 
until Easter the following year.  
  
 
Option 3 – Overnight Freedom Camping is reduced and split into two separate 
sites 
 
Many people suggested specific areas to restrict or prohibit camping at Anzac Bay and 
reduce the number of vehicles that can camp at Anzac Bay. 
 
 
Option 4 - Freedom Camping is permitted at Anzac Bay except for the period 
from the third week of December to 7 February during which time it will be 
prohibited AND the area is reduced by over half of the current area 
 
Comments made in relation to Option 2 and 3 also applied for this option. 
 
 
Option 5 - Freedom Camping is permanently prohibited 
 
People gave a range of reasons for supporting this option. Common issues included: 
 

• A group of motorhomes is visually imposing. 

• Overcrowding/congestion at Anzac Bay reduces the opportunity for the general 
public to visit the area.  

• There is a fire and health risk of motorhomes being so close to each other. 

• There are safety issues for children due to the number of large motorhomes. 

• Littering is common. 

• To recognise the cultural heritage of Anzac Bay. 
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• Ratepayers subsidising freedom campers’ use of toilets and rubbish bins. Related to 
this is a perception that the term ‘freedom camping’ suggests camping is ‘free’.  

• Questioned the benefit of freedom campers to the local economy. 

• There are seven other freedom camping locations in Waihi Beach, so allowing 
freedom camping at Anzac Bay is not necessary. 

• Negatively impacted on nearby camping ground. 
 
 

Option 6 – Other suggestions 
 
Suggestions and comments were received about alternative sites being available at Waihi 
Beach for freedom campers to park, including Council car parks along Seaforth Road, Island 
View reserve car park, the reserve opposite the campground, Gypsy Park, RSA, Athenree 
and Wilson Reserve.  
 
 
Main themes 
 
Some common themes emerged from the feedback received. These themes were taken into 
consideration when Councillors made their final decisions. 
 

• Monitoring and enforcement of freedom camping isn’t done well enough. 

• There is a lack of enforcement of the liquor ban. 

• Importance of Anzac Bay for locals and visitors alike should be balanced. 

• Freedom campers’ contribution to the economy. 

• Number of nights permitted to freedom camp should be reviewed. 
 
 


