
Council Policy

Facilities in the Community Fund Policy

1. Policy objective
1.1 Allocate 2% of Financial Contributions, (FINCO’s) collected for

Reserves under the Facilities in the Community grant fund to assist
with the capital development of public recreational facilities
managed by organisations external to Council that are generally
on land not owned by Council.

2. Eligibility
2.1 To apply for funding the following standards must apply to the

project:
 The facility must be a community led initiative managed by

an organisation external to Council;
 The proposed recreational facility must be available for public

use when complete;
 If there is any limit to public access, such as during school

hours, this must be agreed by Council and clearly stated on
any signage;

 The facility must be a significant response to population
growth in the area;

 The facility must not duplicate existing or proposed facilities
on Council land in the area;

 The facility does not replace an existing facility within the local
community;

 The facility is vital to the recreational activity;
 The facility will be identified by Council signage easily visible

from the road;
 For a facility development worth more than $100,000 a

Feasibility Study will be required to demonstrate the viability of
the proposal.

3. Policy criteria and conditions
3.1 The following criteria will help guide the decision-making process

for applications including the amount of funding given:
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 The proportion of growth in the appointed area;
 The availability of recreational facilities provided by Council in

that area;
 The ‘fit’ of the proposal with Council’s Recreation and Open

Space Strategy and Community Facilities Strategy;
 The availability of alternative external funding sources for the

project;
 The applicant’s readiness to proceed with the proposed

project within a year of the funding being granted.
 The applicant’s funding history with Council, in particular their

ability to account for any funding received from Council
previously, including any carryover funding from this Facilities
in the Community Fund.

 The ability for the community to access the facility in terms of
affordability, disabled access and geographic access.

 The ability to access the facility by active modes of transport
(walking, cycling) or public transport.

 If the facility is a community led initiative on Council owned
land, the following conditions will also be considered:

o The existing lease agreements and asset management
on the site;

o If there is a need or funding gap that has been
identified for an existing facility;

o The alignment with the relevant Reserve Management
Plan;

o Whether other Council funding options are better
suited, such as the Community Matching Fund.

4. Policy considerations
4.1 Other considerations

 The applying organisation must be a legal entity;
 The minimum value of the proposed facility is $10,000;
 Council will fund up to 50 percent of the project’s capital cost;
 Council may consider contributing towards the cost of any

required Feasibility Study;
 The project must be undertaken within the year that funding is

approved. Where a project is not able to proceed in the given
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year, the applicant must submit in writing to Council within the
funding year for approval to carryover funding;

 The applicant will enter into a Deed of Agreement with Council
to ensure the project continues to be available for the public
use;

 The applicant will have full responsibility for the operation and
maintenance of the project, including all costs;

 For the purposes of this policy, all financial commitments
Council enters into must be on the basis of two quotations
except in special circumstances.

5. Associated Strategy/Policies
5.1 Recreation and Open Space Strategy

The Recreation and Open Space Strategy and The Community
Facilities Strategy contained in Council’s Long Term Plan 2024 -
2034 (LTP) sets out a series of strategic goals, which guide funding
allocation decisions. These are:

 Provide appropriate opportunities to access the recreation
and open space network (note: access can mean physical
access, affordable access, disabled access, geographic
access);

 Connect our spaces and places to each other and to
destinations such as schools and community gathering
places;

 Protect and enhance important environmental, cultural and
heritage values;

 Provides spaces and places that our community are proud of,
that are safe, accessible and that encourage participation;

 Collaborate and partner with Tangata Whenua and the
community to provide recreation and open space
experiences;

 Proactively plan for future recreation and open space needs
taking into consideration the range of factors that influence
this including growth, current provision, changing trends,
access and environmental factors.

 A network of community halls across the district meets local
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needs for education, recreation and social connection.

5.2 District Plan – Financial Contributions Amendments
Originally, the Facilities in the Community Fund was 2% of the
Reserves FINCO income. Due to fluctuating annual amounts; a
flat amount of $55,000 per annum was allocated and distributed
every 2 years, which averaged out to align with the 2% formula.

Up until the 2016 District Plan amendment, Reserves FINCO
contributions were based on 3.33% of the value of a section.
However, the amended formulae has fixed FINCO contributions at
$5,966 per lot created, which will see a reduction in Reserves
FINCOs and therefore a reduction in the pool of funding
accumulating for allocation through the Facilities in the Community
Fund.

6. Delegations
6.1 Council or the relevant Committee will establish a Working Party

that has delegated authority to review and make decisions on
applications using the current Facilities in the Community Fund
policy criteria framework.

6.2 When an applicant needs to apply for carryover funding for the
following year, the authority to approve this in the first two years be
delegated to Council staff and reported to Council or the relevant
Committee. Any subsequent ‘carryovers’ must be approved by
Council or the relevant Committee.

Group Policy Planning Contact (3rd Tier
Manager)

Policy and Planning
Manager

Supersedes NA
Creation Date 07 August 2001 Resolution Reference SP9
Last Review
Date

11 Sept 2008
22 Oct 2015
26 February 2026

Resolution Reference PP10.3 (2008)
PP24.3 (2015)
(2026)

Review Cycle Three yearly/legislative revisions, not later than Date
Authorised by Council Date


