Cemeteries Bylaw 2025

Decision Document

Western Bay of Plenty District Council has
reviewed its Cemeteries Bylaw 2019. Council
has considered community feedback
received and adopted a final bylaw on
Tuesday 5 August. We wanted to let you
know about the key decisions.
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Cemeteries Bylaw 2025

This bylaw promotes the orderly and efficient management of cemeteries under the Council's
control. In practice, the bylaw enables Council to set fees, control the use of cemeteries and set
standards for the operation of cemeteries within our district.

The Cemeteries Bylaw needed to be reviewed by August 2026 to meet legislative timeframes
which require that a bylaw is reviewed five years after it is first developed, and then every 10

years. This timeframe reflects five years since the bylaw was created in 2019, plus a two-year
period in which to undertake the review. The bylaw will be reviewed again in 10 years' time. It is
also important that the bylaw continues to meet community needs and expectations.

Key changes proposed

Several editorial changes were made to aid in clarity.
Two key issues were proposed in the draft bylaw. These were:

Discretion for Council to
Enabling natural burials accommodate wider burial plots

Natural burials are growing in popularity. In  Discretion for Council to accommodate
2021, Council adopted a level of service for wider burial plots.
two areas for natural burials at the Te Puke . . .

The need for increased plot sizes is

CEMBAY Eite. Une [EHEIEsEe. MERT CEiziy becoming greater in our communities. The

at Hot Springs Road. However, natural proposed bylaw included the ability to

burials have glifferent requirements to apply discretion in plot sizes to cater to
standard burials and the proposed bylaw differing requirements.

introduced specific clauses relating to
natural burials, including wider, but
shallower burial plots, as is required to
accommodate a natural burial and the

ability to re-use plots.




What did feedback tell us?

The draft Bylaw was released for feedback from 20 March 2025 to 22 April 2025, using the
Special Consultative Procedure (as required under the Local Government Act 2002).

In totall, two submissions were received during the consultation period. Both submissions
supported the introduction of clauses relating to natural burials, in principle, with some
operational feedback also submitted.

Our decisions

Council has approved the bylaw. There was one change from the draft version which now
provides that natural burial plots may be reused after no less than 50 years.

Comments regarding operational matters, including maximum burial depths for natural
burials and the ability to bury cremated remains in natural burial plots have been referred
to our Reserves Team, who will be in touch with the submitters.

The Cemeteries Bylaw will come into effect on Monday 8 September 2025 and is due for
review again in 2035.

Would you like to know more?

For full copies of the bylaw, you can visit one of our libraries and service centres or visit our
website at Bylaws and Policies - Western Bay of Plenty District Council.

Full copies of the reports are also available on our website as part of the Strategy and Policy
Committee and Council meeting agendas at Agendas and Minutes - Western Bay of Plenty
District Council.
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