
   ––––

Kaimai Reserve 
Management Plan 
2025

Decision Story



Contents

About the Kaimai Reserve Management Plan	�������������������������������������3
Introduction................................................................................................................................................ 3
What is a Reserve Management Plan?................................................................................... 3
The Review Process..............................................................................................................................4
Key Decisions and Changes.....................................................................5
Reserve Naming......................................................................................................................................6
District-Wide Policies...........................................................................................................................8
Ōmokoroa Reserves............................................................................................................................10
Te Puna-Minden Reserves............................................................................................................... 11
Omanawa-Kaimai Reserves.........................................................................................................12
Oropi, Ohauiti, Pyes Pā Reserves................................................................................................12
Consultation and Governance............................................................... 13
Feedback Not Progressed....................................................................... 13
What’s Next?............................................................................................. 13



3	 Kaimai Reserve Management Plan - Decision Document

Introduction
The Kaimai Ward is home to more than 60 playgrounds, 
sportsgrounds, bush trails and scenic spots. The Kaimai 
Reserve Management Plan sets the vision and direction for 
how these green spaces will be cared for and enhanced over 
the next nine years.

On 31 July 2025 the Strategy and Policy Committee adopted 
the refreshed Kaimai Reserve Management Plan. To see the full 
adopted Kaimai Reserve Management Plan and District-Wide 
Reserve Management Plan go here.

Thank you to everyone who shared their ideas and feedback 
throughout the review process - your input helped shape the 
future of the Kaimai reserves.

Read on below, to find out more about the process and the 
major decisions made.

What is a Reserve Management 
Plan?
The purpose of the Reserve Management Plan is to make sure 
our reserves meet the needs of local communities, Tangata 
Whenua, and the environment. It also helps guide how we take 
care of, improve, and develop these spaces in the future.

Reserve Management Plans are required under the Reserves 
Act 1977 and guide how we manage our parks and reserves. 
There are management plans in place for 222 reserves across 
the Western Bay of Plenty District with 63 reserves across the 
Kaimai Ward.

Our Reserve Management Plans are made up of two parts:

Part One – District-Wide Information
Covers policies and standards that apply to all reserves. It’s 
updated every three years.

Part Two – Reserve-Specific Information (one for each of our 
three Wards)
Focuses on local demographics, community groups and key 
information about every reserve in the ward. It’s updated every 
nine years. 

About the Kaimai Reserve Management Plan
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About the Kaimai Reserve Management Plan

Pre-engagement

We sought community ideas to help identify future use 
opportunities from 20 October to 12 November 2024. Where we 
heard from 55 submitters. 

We asked community to help us determine: 
	• Which parks or reserves are most frequently visited and 

why.
	• Ideas for enhancing existing parks and reserves to improve 

visitor experience.
	• Ways of improving underutilised reserves to encourage 

greater use.
	• Locations within the Kaimai Ward where new reserves, 

sports areas, or walkways could be established.

The outcome of this community pre-engagement helped 
shape the draft Kaimai Reserve Management Plan which 
formed the base for the formal community engagement. 

Formal Consultation Feedback

Community feedback was sought from 11 March to 11 May 2025. 
To engage with our communities directly, we hosted a series of 
local events including drop-in sessions at the Doggy Day Out 
in Ōmokoroa, the Oropi Markets, a basketball ‘have a go’ day in 
Te Puna, and the Kaimai Ward Community Expo. 

These events provided opportunities for residents to ask 
questions, share ideas, and learn more about the draft plan.

In addition to these events, feedback was collected through 
our ‘Your Place’ online platform, at libraries and service centres, 
and promoted via social media. 

In total, we received 71 submissions, reflecting a wide range of 
views and priorities. Additionally, nine submitters spoke to their 
feedback in person at the hearings held on 20 May 2025. 

The Review Process
The process looks to ensure that our Reserve Management Plans reflect community needs and expectations, support a growing 
and diverse population, align with updated Council rules, policies and strategies, include new reserves, and guide future 
development and funding decisions. The Kaimai Reserve Management Plan was last reviewed in 2016. 

Community, partner and stakeholder feedback was sought at various stages in the review process. This input has been 
invaluable in shaping the final decisions for the District Wide Reserve Management Plan and the Kaimai Reserve Management 
Plan. 

To see the full Committee decision report and a summary of the feedback we received, go here.
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Te Puna | Minden Reserves
Key Decisions and Changes
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Adopted and Previous Reserve Name Reasons for the decision

Bramley Reserve
Previously known as McDonnell Street Reserve

The name Bramley Reserve was provided by residents located near 
the reserve and supported by submitters. It reflects the location of the 
reserve and is consistent with the naming policy.

Kōwhai Reserve
Previously known as Lynley Park Drive Reserve

The name Kōwhai Reserve is named to reflect the kōwhai trees to be 
planted at this reserve. Most submitters supported the name Kōwhai 
Reserve.

Kuaka Rise Reserve
Previously known as 12 Kuaka Rise

The name Kuaka Rise Reserve relates to the Kuaka (bar-tailed godwit) 
who inhabit the nearby Mangawhai Bay. Most submitters supported the 
name Kuaka Rise Reserve.

Wāhi ō Te Kakaramea
Previously known as Lynley Park Drive Reserve

The name Wāhi ō Te Kakaramea reflects the cultural significance to 
Mana Whenua. It reflects the name of the original stream at this location. 
Most submitters supported the name Wāhi ō Te Kakaramea.

Josephine Place Reserve
Previously known as Josephine Place Reserve

We consulted on the name Wāhi ō Te Mangawhai as it was significant to 
Mana Whenua. The Committee resolved to name the reserve Josephine 
Place Reserve to reflect the adjoining road, and address concern over 
duplication of the name Mangawhai.

Reserve Naming
We sought feedback on the proposed names of 10 reserves. 
General feedback on renaming of reserves was also received, 
this included support for recognising Tangata Whenua, whilst 
also wanting to keep names simple or generally retaining a 
name if it is already known by the community.

Through consultation, feedback was received suggesting 
names for other reserves contained in the Kaimai Ward. The 
additional names for consideration will be brought back for a 
formal Committee decision.

Key Decisions and Changes

The following table outlines the reserve names adopted by the Strategy and Policy Committee on 31 July 2025.
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Wāhi ō Te Hakao
Previously known as 109 Clarke Road

The name Wāhi ō Te Hakao reflects the cultural significance to Mana 
Whenua and connection to the adjacent Hakao Stream. The majority of 
submitters supported the name Wāhi ō Te Hakao.

Wāhi ō Te Tawa ki Tahataharoa
Previously known as Tahataharoa Reserve

The name Wāhi ō Te Tawa ki Tahataharoa reflects the cultural signifi-
cance to Mana Whenua and connection to the area. Majority of submit-
ters supported the name.

Jack Lloyd Reserve
Previously known as Jack Lloyd Reserve

The name reflects the request by the Lloyd family to honour the original 
landowner.

I’Anson Bush Reserve - Wāhi ō Te Ōturu
Previously known as I’Anson Bush Reserve

The dual naming of I’Anson Bush Reserve - Wāhi ō Te Ōturu reflects both, 
the historical contribution of the I’Anson family who gifted the land to the 
Queen Elizabeth II Trust in 1989 and then to Council as well as the cultural 
significance to Mana Whenua and connection to the Ōturu Stream, which 
flows through the reserve.

Minden Lookout The proposed name of Wāhi ō Te Rangituanehu was provided to us by 
Mana Whenua. Pirirākau Tribal Authority suggested an alternative name 
of Wahi ō Te Rangi tua nehe. The current name Minden Lookout is well 
known to the area. We decided to retain the name Minden Lookout and to 
include heritage information at the site to recognise Te Rangituanehu.

Te Puna Quarry Park We agreed to retain the current name, given the strong opposition from 
Te Puna Quarry Park Society, and that there is no meaningful difference 
between “park” and “reserve” in this context, and the strong connection to 
the area the current name has.

Key Decisions and Changes
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District-wide Policies

Pest Management Policy
We adopted a Pest Management Policy to strengthen efforts 
in protecting our local parks and reserves. This policy builds 
on the incredible work already being done by our around 30 
community groups that are helping look after our parks and 
reserves in the Kaimai Ward.

This new policy gives Council the flexibility to respond to 
ecological priorities, resourcing and community involvement.  
It aligns with the Regional Pest Management Plan and 
acknowledges the role of Tangata Whenua, volunteers and 
community education. 

Other District-Wide Reserve Manage-
ment Policy Issues
Feedback seeking changes to our approach to Freedom 
Camping, and our Commercial Use and Concessions Policies 
was sought. No changes were made to the District-Wide 
Reserve Management Plan as the submitters concerns are 
more appropriately considered through either the Freedom 
Camping Bylaw, the review of the policy for setting rentals 
for club buildings on Council land, or on case by case basis 
through individual lease arrangements. 

Key Decisions and Changes
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Ōmokoroa Reserves

Ōmokoroa Domain
We will relook at the Ōmokoroa Domain Concept Plan, 
which was adopted in October 2018. The review will include 
consideration of car parking and an additional access road. 

Kaimai Views Reserve
A new concept plan will be developed for Kaimai Views 
Reserve, with early ideas including more planting, better 
walking tracks, clearer signs, a new playground on the western 
side, and a proper car park off Sentinel Avenue. We also 
recognise the continued relationship with the community 
group Friends of Kaimai Views.

Ōmokoroa Sports Ground
We have identified the Ōmokoroa Sports Ground as a 
potential future location for the Ōmokoroa Bowling Club, to be 
considered as part of the Active Reserve development.

Precious Family Reserve
This reserve will continue to be maintained for its ecological 
values and passive recreation. The Reserve Management Plan 
includes support for community-led wetland planting and 
ecological enhancements. 

Kotuku Reserve
We will also work with Pirirākau to acknowledge, preserve 
and maintain cultural heritage values of Kotuku Reserve and 
investigate applying a Historical reserve classification to the 
urupā site.

Gerald Crapp Reserve
We have identified this reserve as a potential location for a 
Memorial Wall, subject to feasibility and community feedback. 
An alternative location, Wāhi ō Waipapa near the old boat 
ramp, is also under consideration. 

Key Decisions and Changes
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Ōmokoroa Reserves

No amendments to Ōmokoroa reserves
Submitters shared feedback on reserves listed below. No 
changes were made to the Kaimai Reserve Management Plan 
as the matters raised are already addressed within the existing 
plan or other processes.

	• Cooney Reserve: Support received for the new toilet block, 
which aligns with the current plan.

	• Links View Drive Reserve: Request for pétanque/boules court 
aligns with existing recreational use in the plan.

	• Mangawhai Pā Historic Reserve: Support received for 
the 2018 Lynley Park Subdivision concept plan, including 
cycleway connections.

	• Nell’s Dell: Lighting request noted, but visibility is managed 
through vegetation maintenance and grass shoulder 
access.

	• Western Avenue Stormwater Area: Not currently part of the 
Reserve Management Plan due to its stormwater function 
but may be considered in future reviews if recreational use 
increases.

	• Precious Family Reserve: Toilet location confirmed by 
Projects and Monitoring Committee on 10 June 2025. The 
reclassification investigation is already contained in the 
plan. 

	• Ōmokoroa Sports Ground: Tennis/Multi-use courts are 
identified in the plan, however the request for a Community 
Centre is better suited to the future Active Reserve. Sports 
field lighting is not currently funded by Council. 

Key Decisions and Changes
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Te Puna-Minden Reserves

I’Anson Bush Reserve-Wāhi ō Te Ōturu
We will investigate the appropriate reserve classification 
to support ecological protection and low-intervention 
management following the land transfer. Future amenities 
may include seating, track repairs, a path extension to the Loop 
Road car park and CCTV installation. We also recognise the 
ongoing work with the Friends of I’Anson community group.

Maramatanga Park
We will consider the installation of new amenities at 
Maramatanga Park including a drinking fountain, rubbish bin, 
BBQ and toilets.

Te Puna Quarry Park
Discussions are underway with the Te Puna Quarry Park Society 
regarding the development of a concept plan. In response to 
community feedback, the scope of the concept plan will be 
broadened to enhance the park for recreational use. 

No amendments to Te Puna reserves
Submitters shared feedback on reserves listed below. No 
changes were made to the Kaimai Reserve Management Plan 
as the matters raised are already addressed within the existing 
plan.

	• Jack Lloyd Reserve: Car park expansion and boundary 
adjustment are already anticipated in the plan.

	• Minden Walkway: Request to prioritise pathway 
development is already underway and included in current 
planning.

	• Wāhi ō Te Hakao: Safety and access concerns will be 
addressed through concept design; no changes needed as 
planning is already supported in the Reserve Management 
Plan.

	• Wāhi ō Te Tawa ki Tahataharoa: Vision for wetland 
and governance partnership is supported by ongoing 
discussions and existing RMP provisions.

Key Decisions and Changes
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Omanawa-Kaimai Reserves
We will work with the Lower Kaimai community to restore 
and maintain the Ongaonga Reserve and consider the 
development of new tracks and footbridges within the 
reserve. As part of this, we are also considering a boundary 
adjustment between Lower Kaimai Reserve and land parallel 
with Ngamuwahine Road to connect trails to Ongaonga Scenic 
Reserve. To help fund these upgrades, we will also consider the 
divestment of the Lower Kaimai Hall Site (Former). 

Oropi, Ohauiti, Pyes Pā Reserves

Kaiate Falls Scenic and Esplanade 
Reserve
Following changes to ward boundaries as a result of the Local 
Government Commission determination, this reserve is now 
included in the Te Puke-Maketu Reserve Management Plan. 
The management approaches have been updated to include 
consideration of new amenities such as picnic tables and 
improved toilet facilities. Installation of BBQs is not feasible due 
to a lack of utilities and power supply. 

You can view the Te Puke-Maketu Ward Reserve Management 
Plan here.

Kaiate Hall
As this reserve is owned and administered by the Department 
of Conservation, we have removed it from the Reserve 
Management Plan and refer the submissions to the 
Department of Conservation for their consideration.

Oropi War Memorial Hall
We recognise the continued work with Oropi Settlers Inc on the 
development of indoor facilities at the Oropi War Memorial Hall 
reserve subject to feasibility and funding.

Key Decisions and Changes
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Consultation and Governance
To recognise the contribution Pirirākau make to the Kaimai 
Ward we have included information about the hapū alongside 
our community groups, committees and stakeholders in the 
Kaimai Reserve Management Plan. 

Feedback Not Progressed
	• Kotuku Reserve to Hūharua Park: A request for a playground 

and BBQ area was declined due to steep terrain and slip 
risk.

	• Waitui Reserve: CCTV and gate installation were requested 
for safety, but no known issues currently justify these 
changes. CCTV has been referred to the relevant fund.

	• Poripori Road Car Park: Improvements requested and 
referred to the Traffic and Parking Bylaw review.

	• Ōmokoroa MenzShed: A request for a new site is noted, 
however no suitable land is currently available. We will 
continue discussions with the MenzShed. 

	• Hūharua Reserve: Issues raised will be considered through 
the review of the Hūharua Reserve Management Plan which 
will be undertaken in 2026. 

What’s Next?
With the Reserve Management Plan now formally adopted, it 
will guide the strategic direction for the management of the 
reserves across the Kaimai Ward over the next nine years. 

Implementation of planned works and development of 
concept plans will be staged over this period. It is important 
to note that not all actions will be initiated in the first year 
and future works will be prioritised and considered through 
Council’s Annual Plan and Long Term Plan processes, where 
indicative costings and funding decisions will be addressed. 

We will continue working alongside and building strong 
partnerships with care groups, mana whenua, and other 
community stakeholders to support the delivery of the plan 
and foster long-term stewardship of the district’s reserves.

Key Decisions and Changes


