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Western Bay of Plenty District Council has reviewed its Policy on  
Setting Land Rentals for Community Buildings on Council Land.  
Council considered community feedback and adopted the renamed  
policy on Thursday 28 May 2026. We wanted to let you know about  
the key decisions.

This policy outlines Council’s approach to leasing land and buildings to Community 
Organisations, providing a framework for consistent decision making. It considers a  
number of matters:

·	 reflects the contribution made by community organisations 
·	 balances the use of publicly owned land for the benefit of the wider community
·	 our legislative obligations under the Reserves Act 1977 
·	 and the costs associated with managing the portfolio of properties. 

The policy was adopted in 2017 and has not been reviewed since then. A review was timely, 
to reflect changes in costs, the number and nature of leases of Council land and buildings 
and operational matters that have emerged since the policy was originally adopted.

Key changes proposed  
The main changes proposed in the draft policy were:

·	 Remove lease rates from the policy and include them in Council’s Schedule of Fees  
and Charges. This enables Council to review the rates annually, rather than having to 
wait to review the policy.

·	 Provide visibility on the matters Council will consider when reviewing an application 
for commercial activities by a lessee, or subletting for recreation based commercial 
activities 

·	 Rename to ‘Policy for Setting Rent for Community Organisations using Council Land  
and Buildings’

The Council’s Schedule of Fees and Charges 2026/2027 was also adopted on  
28 May 2026.  The fees which will be applied to leases are:

 
*Any changes to rent will occur at the next rent review date or lease renewal as stated in the lease.

Current rent rates  
(February 2026)

New rent rates*  
(July 2026)

Administration Fee $250 $325

Lease rate for Club building area $0.80 m2 $1.05 m2

Lease rate for exclusive land area $0.10 m2 $0.15 m2
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What did the feedback tell us?
The draft policy was released for feedback from 20 March 
2026 to 20 April 2026. In total, four submissions were 
received during the consultation period. The submissions 
raised concerns with the uplift and introduction of the 
administration fees, recognition of the social value provided 
by community organisations, and the impact of the 
financial burden of a significant increase. While no changes 
were made to the draft, the policy and lease rates do reflect 
the valuable role community organisations play in our 
communities, while balancing the use of publicly owned 
land and the costs of managing the portfolio or properties.

Our Decisions
Council has adopted the 
policy. All feedback was 
considered by Council as 
part of considering any 
further changes to the 
policy. Council decided to 
adopt the policy, with no 
changes made from the 
draft version released for 
consultation. 

The Policy for Setting 
Rent for Community 
Organisations using 
Council Land and Buildings 
2026 will come into effect 
on 1 July 2026.

Would you like to 
know more?
For full copies of the 
policy, you can visit one of 
our libraries and service 
centres or visit our website 
at Bylaws and Policies 
– Western Bay of Plenty 
District Council.

Full copies of the reports 
are also available on our 
website as part of the 28 
May 2026 Council meeting 
agenda at Agendas and 
Minutes – Western Bay of 
Plenty District Council.
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