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07 February 2025

Dear 

Local Government Official Information Request – Dog and Animal control Funding Model

I refer to your official information request received by Western Bay of Plenty District Council
(Council) on 16 January 2025 where you requested information pertaining to our dog and
animal control funding model.

The answers to your questions are set out, below:

1. Current Dog Licensing Costs:
a) What is the current cost to license a dog?

Our dog registration fees for 2024-2025 are as follows:

Class of dog
Pay Before
1 September 2024

Pay on or after
1 September 2024

Normal (Entire) $120 $180

Normal (De-sexed) $90 $135

*Stock working dogs (solely for
herding and driving stock)

$72 $108

Working Dogs (Police, Ministry,
security or Search & Rescue)

No fee on application No fee on application

Disability Assist Dogs (certified) No fee on application No fee on application

Matakana Island $50 $75

Dangerous dogs (Entire) $180 $270

Dangerous Dogs (De-sexed) $135 $202.50

The above fees can be found on our website. Please click the link below to view
current fees and charges:
Dog Fees and Impound Costs - Western Bay of Plenty District Council



b) Does the Council offer any discounts on dog licensing fees, and if so, how are
these discounts applied?
No, council does not offer discounts on dog registration fees.

2. Public Contribution via Rates:
a) What percentage of the Dog and Animal Control budget is funded by rates

from the public?
At our Annual Plan and Long-Term Plan Committee meeting held on 26 August
2024, Council made a decision to amend the Revenue and Financing Policy to
change the Animal Services banding for the general rate funding source from
moderate (40-75%) to low (15-45%).

A copy of the Committee minutes and Revenue and Financing Policy can be
found by clicking the links below:

 Annual Plan and Long-Term Plan Committee
https://westernbayofplenty.infocouncil.biz/Open/2024/08/APLTP_20240826_
MIN_2869.PDF

 Revenue and Financing Policy
https://www.westernbay.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:25p4fe6mo17q9stw0v
5w/hierarchy/council/plans-and-strategies/Long-Term-Plan-2024-
2034/Policies-Summaries-and-Statements/LTP%202024-
2034%20Final%20Document%2018.10.24.pdf

3. Internal Cost Recovery:
a) What percentage of the Dog and Animal Control budget is funded through

allocated costs or internal recovery, i.e., money paid back to the Council to
cover overheads and operating costs?
A proportion of the overall costs of the dog control activity are attributable to
corporate overheads which are, in part, funded through user fees (dog
registration) and in part, general rates based on the Revenue and Financing
Policy.

The animal services overheads budgeted for 2024/2025 is $728,304 and is
broken down as follows:
 Dogs:  $697,356
 Livestock: $30,948



4. Expected Costs for 2024-2025:
a) Could you provide a breakdown of the expected costs for Dog and Animal

Control services for the financial year 2024-2025, including how the collected
fees are spent?

Activity Budget for 2024/2025

Administration $77,844

Salaries $692,460

Pound $75,000

Vehicle $44,772

Events $35,004

TOTAL $925,080

Please refer to our website for further detail on the breakdown of activities/spend
funded from dog control fees.
What does my registration pay for? - Western Bay of Plenty District Council

Yours Sincerely

Alison Curtis
General Manager Regulatory Services




