
 

 

Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. WB9 of the 
Waihi Beach Community Board held on 20 November 2017  

at the Waihi Beach Community Centre 
commencing at 6.30pm 

 
 

 
 
 
Present 
 
Members A Sole (Chairperson), M Roberts (Deputy Chairperson), B Hepenstall, R Parsons 
and Councillors D Marshall and M Williams 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
E Holtsbaum (Group Manager Technology, Customer and Community Services), K Hill 
(Utilities Manager), and A Alty (Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Public Forum 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Hepenstall 
 
THAT the meeting adjourn for the purpose of holding a public forum. 
 
 
Dog Regulation Signage 
 
A member of the public reported that a number of the Dog Control and Regulation signs had 
been deliberately removed from multiple public beach access points throughout Waihi Beach. 
 
A Service Request for the missing signage to be replaced would be initiated. 
 
 
Waihi Beach Leader Newspaper Article ‘Your District Council Update’ 
 
Helen Mieklejohn pointed out that the article on Page 9 of the Waihi Leader 
16 November 2016 about ‘Join in the Fun at our Group Dog Walks - Grab Your Pooches, 
Grab Your Leash’ should also include a note to ‘Grab a Plastic Poo Bag’ for your dog. 
 
The information about ‘Pop Up Pools - Know The Rules’ was hard to read in the printed 
colour and the photo showing the Waihi Beach Shopping area was old and unattractive. 
 
The article should also include Community Board meeting date information. 
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Rubbish Clean-Up Days 
 
Mrs Meiklejohn advised that there would be a rubbish pickup on the Department of 
Conservation Orokawa Track on Wednesday 22 November and a clean-up of the Athenree 
Wetland area on Monday 27 November 2017. 
 
 
Broadlands Block Pathways 
 
Following an inquiry as to when the Broadlands Block Pathways would be repaired, the 
Utilities Manager advised that repair work would be undertaken as soon as the area dried 
out enough to undertake the required remedial work.  The delays had been caused by 
frequent rain throughout the last six months. 
 
 
Compliance Monitoring at Waihi Beach 
 
Mike Hickey asked how much funding had been set aside for compliance monitoring at Waihi 
Beach this summer.  In his opinion he felt that there had not been value for money for the 
service provided and the summary report from the contractors had been ‘doctored’ before it 
had been presented.  He also noted that it was disappointing that the public did not have 
the opportunity to participate in an open tender process for the compliance monitoring 
contract. 
 
The Chairperson noted that while there was support for local involvement in regard to some 
contracts the cost of training requirements and ensuring the required Health and Safety 
certifications were held would prohibit unlicensed contractors. 
 
 
Waihi Beach Village Retailers Group 
 
Melody Jones gave a report on behalf of the Waihi Beach Village retailers advising that the 
group had been formed three months ago and had met on a weekly basis since during which 
they had organised the following: 
 Established Core Objectives  
 Finalised their name as being the Waihi Beach Village Group 
 Developed a strategy to market and promote the retail sector in the village 
 Created a sister logo 
 Launched a social media campaign 
 All members were kept up-to-date by an email list 
 Established a Facebook and Instagram page 
 Organised a Christmas themed late night shopping event for Friday 22 December. 
 
Ms Jones noted that it was very encouraging to have the support of the majority of 
businesses within the retail sector of the village and there was confidence that they had laid 
solid foundations for the group to work to in the future. 
 
Rob Hope spoke about the work that was being done to get some festive lighting installed 
on ten power poles in the village area.  He advised that he had been working with the 
Deputy Chief Executive to progress the installation of the LED neon lighting. 
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Mr Hope also noted items relating to car parking, current and future ideas.  He also 
suggested the relocation of one of the bike racks on Wilson Road and advised that the Waihi 
Beach Events and Promotions Brochure produced with funding assistance from the Board 
was ready for print. 
 
He noted that concerns had been raised in regard to the amount of landfill being placed onto 
a section next to the Waihi Beach Hotel.  The Utilities Manager advised that given the 
volume of earth being introduced to the property, the site works were subject to a Bay of 
Plenty Regional Council resource consent process and no work should be happening on the 
property. 
 
At this point in the meeting with the approval of the Board, the Chairperson invited Mr Phil 
Laurence to give a presentation on a proposal to future manage plantings on the 
Pohutukawa Park Reserve at the northern end of Waihi Beach. 
 
 
Presentation on Future Management of Pohutukawa Park Plantings 
 
Mr Laurence advised the Board that he had lived in Waihi Beach for five years and had 
wanted to make a contribution to the community.  He felt that there was an opportunity to 
instigate community involvement to clean up and manage the Pohutukawa Park Reserve 
with a bigger picture to ultimately develop a historic compilation of information about the 
rich history of Waihi Beach.  He had earlier met with the Community Board Chairperson 
Allan Sole and Councillor David Marshall and discussed his proposal. 
 
He wanted to pursue a proposal that included the participation of the local community and 
visitors alike and after speaking with a number of people saw that an opportunity to tidy up 
the Pohutukawa Park Reserve while passing on knowledge and learning about the local 
environment was an ideal way to do this.  Earlier native plantings on the reserve area, by 
Archie Leach some 20 years earlier, were now overgrown and unkempt and swamped by 
noxious weeds.  There were also a number of exotic trees in the park, which ideally should 
be dedicated to native species.  
 
Mr Laurence had learned of environmental projects that had been undertaken by schools in 
neighbouring districts that had been funded by specific sponsors and he would make an 
approach to these providers. 
 
He had spoken to the Principal of the Waihi Beach School Mike Tilyard and Sue Aitken (the 
schools leading environmental projects and initiatives teacher) and they were very keen to 
be involved with the proposal as part of an environmental teaching/learning component for 
pupils of their school.  He had also taken advice from Nicky Oliver-Smith an Environment 
Restoration Scientist. 
 
Stages of the Proposal: 
 
Stage 1: Under the guidance of a management committee it is proposed that a quarter 
hectare block be cleared of all exotic plantings that included one large dying Plane tree, a 
Conifer, seven Lawsoniana and one Phoenix Palm.  Other dead and dying trees along with 
some already fallen would also be removed from the block as well as noxious weeds. 
 
It was also proposed to remove five mature pohutukawa trees that were growing in close 
proximity to residents in the West Street extension.  These trees cast significant shade onto 
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residences in West Street and when removed would be replaced with substantial plantings of 
Nikau palms. 
 
Property owners were willing to fund the removal of the five pohutukawa trees. 
 
Western Bay of Plenty District Council would be approached to fund and supervise the 
removal of other dead and unwanted trees in the quarter hectare block. 
 
Stage 2: Depending on funding/sponsorship - prepare a walkway through the block. 
Stage 3: Depending on fund/sponsorship plant indigenous species throughout the block. 
Additional Stages 
Stage 4: Restore the old tennis pavilion to become a static display, visitor centre. 
A fifth stage could be connecting walkways from the lake reservoir with the upper 
Pohutukawa Park walking track leading down to the beach. 
 
Councillor Marshall noted that it was encouraging that a local group wanted to work together 
to improve the public reserve area.  There was a concern that the Stage 1 proposal to 
remove five Pohutukawa trees was an advantage to property owners before any other work 
was to be undertaken.  In reply Mr Laurence stated that the shading caused by the trees 
had immense impact on the personal health and wellbeing of affected residents, particularly 
those that had no sun for during the winter months and had nothing to do with creating a 
sea view outlook.  Residents of the immediate vicinity were prepared to commit to the 
proposal with time and energy to enhance the whole reserve area. 
 
Councillor Williams noted that in any community, trees were a highly emotive topic and the 
wider public would need to be advised of the proposal.  If there was goodwill and 
engagement for the proposal then the Board would give their support the proposal in 
principle. 
 
The Chairperson thanked Mr Laurence for the presentation of his proposal and advised that 
in the first instance he must make contact with the Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
Reserves and Facilities Manager, and ensure that the proposal was in line with the Waihi 
Beach Ward Reserve Management Plan.  It was suggested that Mr Laurence make a 
submission to the Reserve Management Plan, which was coming up for review and include 
his proposal in the Council ‘Have Your Say’ community engagement process currently 
underway. 
 
Resolved: Member Parsons / Councillor Williams 
 
THAT the meeting be re-convened in formal session at 7.43pm. 
 
 
At this point in the meeting the Chairperson welcomed Trish Coates as the new reporter 
representing the Waihi Leader. 
 
 
WB9.1 Minutes of Meeting No. WB8 of the Waihi Beach Community 

Board held on 9 October 2017 
 
The Board considered the minutes no. WB8 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board Meeting held on 9 October 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
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Resolved: Members Parson / Hepenstall 
 
THAT the minutes of meeting no. WB8 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board held on 9 October 2017 as circulated with the agenda be confirmed 
as a true and accurate record. 
 
 

WB9.2 Council Decisions on Board Recommendations - November 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Democracy Advisor dated 
7 November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Councillors Williams / Marshall 
 
THAT the report from the Democracy Advisor dated titled Council Decisions 
on Board Recommendations - November 2017 in regard to Traffic and 
Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 be received. 
 
 

WB9.3 Community Board Grant Application - November 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from Democracy Advisor dated 
7 November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Board members agreed that this was a significant event for the Waihi 
Beach area. 
 
Resolved: Members Hepenstall / Roberts 
 
1. THAT the report from the Democracy Advisor dated 7 November 2017 

and titled Community Board Grant Application November 2017 be 
received. 
 

2. THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board approve the following grant 
to be funded from the Waihi Beach Community Grants 2017/2018 
account subject to all accountabilities being met. 
 
 ECHO Walking Festival 2018  ........................................ $500.00 
 
 

WB9.4 Chairperson's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from the Chairperson dated 
6 November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
 

WB9.4.1 Waihi Beach Road 
 
The Chairperson advised that he had received a reply from Westlink in 
regard to the current state of Waihi Beach Road, particularly in the vicinity 
of the Quarry noting that “the Westlink Roading team had inspected the 
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road and while not ideal, the road was still meeting the agreed Level of 
Service as far as our contract goes.” 
 
 

WB9.4.2 Wet Tar on Waihi Beach Road 
 
It was noted that there were particularly bad patches of tar seal melt 
where resurfacing and new seal work had been done on Waihi Beach 
Road, particularly outside quarry. 
 
A service request for this item would be initiated. 
 
 

WB9.4.3 Cycle / Walkways 
 
The Board expressed their disappointment that no cycle / walkway links 
along the beach throughout Waihi Beach had yet been completed.  The 
comments within the Infrastructure Services Report Minute Action Sheet 
(Page 30) “The request for archaeological authority application has been 
lodged.  The Bay of Plenty Regional Council Resource Consent is being 
processed and is expected shortly” were noted. 
 
The Board advised that if the consent process for boardwalks to Athenree 
and the dune on the Brighton Reserve were the cause for the delays on 
progress on other cycleways/walkways then these could be put aside so 
other pathway links could be progressed. 
 
 

WB9.4.4 Signage for Cycle / Walkways 
 
The Board had yet to see any progress relating to signage for cycleway 
and walkway trails throughout the district.  While advice was given that 
these were being worked on by staff and contractors there had been no 
indication of when they would be installed. 
 
The Board requested that they be advised as soon as possible as to when 
the directional signage for the district cycleways and walkways at Waihi 
Beach would be installed. 
 
 

WB9.4.5 Temporary Speed Limit Signs Beach Road 
 
The Board was advised that a Service Request had been initiated for the 
placement of 30km/h signage on Beach Road in the vicinity of the 
Waihi Beach Top Ten Motor Camp during the 2017-2018 peak holiday 
season. 
 
The Chairperson had been advised that the temporary speed signage for 
placement in the vicinity of the Top Ten Motor Camp would be installed 
shortly and that a temporary speed indicator sign would also be placed on 
the main roads into Waihi Beach during the peak holiday period. 
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WB9.4.6 Temporary Speed Signs on Athenree Road 
 
The Board was advised that a Service Request had been initiated for the 
current 50km/h signage to be moved and 50km/h AHEAD warning sign 
installed on Athenree Road. 
 
 

WB9.4.7 Plastic Bag Free Waihi Beach 
 
The Board had earlier considered a proposal from the Coordinator of the 
Waihi Beach Events and Promotions seeking funding to promote a Plastic 
Bag Free Waihi Beach but would not progress the proposal any further at 
this time. 
 
 

WB9.4.8 Christmas / New Year Rubbish Collection 
 
The Board was advised that the hours of operation of the Waihi Beach 
Recycling Centre and holiday season household rubbish collection dates 
would be widely advertised. 
 
The following collection dates for household rubbish collection at Waihi 
Beach in the lead up to and during the peak holiday season would be: 
Monday 18 December 2017 
Saturday 23 December 2017 
Saturday 30 December 2017 
Monday 8 January 2018 
Monday 15 January 2018 
 
The Board was advised that the Community Engagement Team were 
working on compiling a pamphlet that would be delivered to households 
through the Waihi Beach District that would outline rubbish collection 
dates, recycling centre operation hours and other useful information, such 
as dog control restrictions, the alcohol ban, fire and fireworks ban etc. 
 
It was suggested that the pamphlet be delivered twice over the summer 
holiday period to households to ensure that initial and subsequent later 
holidaymakers were aware of the services available.  The main focus was 
to appeal to holidaymakers to be responsible for their respective household 
rubbish and help look after the Waihi Beach community. 
 
The final content of the pamphlet was to be confirmed along with the 
process to be used for the delivery of the pamphlets. 
 
 

WB9.4.9 Community Response 
 
Member Roberts provided an update report on the local developments 
relating to Community Response throughout the district.  The Chairperson 
thanked Member Roberts for her dedication and enthusiasm in bringing the 
local emergency response plans together.  It was also noted that a national 
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Civil Defence automatic update, available to be received by most mobile 
phones throughout the country was to be launched in the near future. 
 
 

WB9.4.10 Long Term Plan 
 
The Chairperson advised various links to the Western Bay District Council 
Have Your Say website noting that there were many opportunities for 
members of the public to take part in the Long Term Plan consultation 
processes that were available. 
 
 

WB9.4.11 Overgrown Vegetation on Wilson Road 
 
The Board was advised that weeds and overgrown trees were encroaching 
over the pathway between the Waihi Beach Hotel and the village retail 
area, on the seaward side of Wilson Road. 
 
A Service Request would be initiated for this item. 
 
 

WB9.4.12 Thanks and Best Wishes 
 
In concluding his final report for 2017 the Chairperson extended thanks to 
his Board colleagues and staff for all the work they had committed to 
during the year.  He wished all safe and happy travelling during the holiday 
season. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board Chairperson’s Report dated 
6 November 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB9.5 Councillor's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from Councillor Marshall dated 
7 November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Marshall / Member Hepenstall 
 
THAT the report from Councillor Marshall dated 7 November 2017 be 
received. 
 
 

WB9.6 Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach - November 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Deputy Chief Executive dated 
3 November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
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WB9.6.1 Seaforth Road Footpath Cross Fall Numbers 140 to 170 
 
Staff advised that the footpaths at a number of vehicle crossing from No’s 
140 to 170 on Seaforth Road that were built to match existing driveways 
may have to be corrected.  The affected property owners would need to be 
engaged in the process and agree what actions were required to be taken 
in terms of costs, changes to the profile of their current vehicle crossings 
and interruptions of the access to their properties when work was in 
progress. 
 
The Board stated that it was their view that the required work should be 
funded from the District Roading Account as a maintenance project rather 
than be funded by the Board’s annual community roading account. 
 
 

WB9.6.2 Wilson Road Pedestrian Refuge - MAS Reference WB2 17 2.2 
 
The Transportation Manager had advised that the proposed Wilson Road 
pedestrian refuge would be installed before Christmas. 
 
 

WB9.6.3 Walking Track Signage - MAS Reference WB5 17 3.2 
 
In June 2017 the Board requested that “directional signage be installed as 
appropriate at the start of the Trig Station walk and any other walkways in 
the immediate area as may be required.  If the signage needed to be 
placed on Department of Conservation land, the Board requested that the 
Reserves and Facilities staff make a request to that organisation for the 
required signage to be installed as soon as possible.” 
 
The Board was advised that Council GIS staff were in the process of 
preparing maps indicating the cycleways and signage, but wished to 
register their disappointment that none of the requested signage was in 
place at this time. 
 
 

WB9.7 Financial Report Waihi Beach - September 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Management Accountant dated 
2 November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Member Sole / Councillor Marshall 
 
THAT the Management Accountant’s report dated 2 November 2017 and 
titled Financial Report Waihi Beach - September 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB9.8 Council, Standing Committee and Community Board Meetings 
 
The Board considered a schedule of meetings for the month of 
December 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 



Minutes of WB9 held on 20 November 2017 10 

 

 

Resolved: Councillor Williams / Member Parsons 
 
That the schedule of meetings for December 2017 be received. 
 
 

 
 
The Chairperson thanked the members for their work and commitment throughout the year 
and extended greetings and best wishes to all for the forthcoming festive season. 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.20pm. 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. _____________________________ 

A Sole 
Chairperson 
Waihi Beach Community Board 
 
_____________________________ 
Date 

 
WB9
 


