
 

 

Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. WB8 of the 
Waihi Beach Community Board held on 9 October 2017  

at the Waihi Beach Community Centre 
commencing at 6.30pm 

 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Members A Sole (Chairperson), B Hepenstall and R Parsons 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
M Taris (Chief Executive Officer) and A Alty (Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Others 
 
12 members of the public. 
 
 
Apologies 
 
It was noted that Member Roberts, and Councillors Marshall and Williams were on leave of 
absences. 
 
 
Public Forum 
 
Resolved: Members Hepenstall / Parsons 
 
THAT the meeting adjourn for the purpose of holding a public forum. 
 
 
Water Meter Readings 
 
A member of the public raised concern that some Waihi Beach residents may be panicking in 
anticipation of getting their first water bill.  The speaker advised that it had been discovered 
that he had a water leak and asked if there was a period of grace in relation to the first 
initial metered water reading account. 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that if it was ascertained that a reading showed obvious 
high water usage that could be attributed to a leak then the householder would be contacted 
and advised that they needed to organise a check of the water pipes on their property.  
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There was the opportunity for householders to apply for a rebate if an excessive first 
metered reading was showing.  Council should be contacted as soon as the metered water 
supply account had been received. 
 
It was noted that a metered water supply measured specific water use within a respective 
premise.  An advantage of a metered water supply was that it was an incentive to practice 
water conservation, as well as prolonging the operating life of infrastructure and equipment. 
 
A householder advised that he had received excellent advice from contractors in managing a 
leak found at his property.  As metering over the total Waihi Beach area was not yet fully 
complete not all households had received an account for a metered water reading at this 
point. 
 
 
Clean Up of Rubbish Throughout the Beach 
 
Helen Mieklejohn advised the Board that for the second time in three weeks a rubbish pickup 
had been undertaken by volunteers.  Over 20 bags of rubbish had been collected from 
roadside areas and it was disheartening that littering continued in such a blatant manner. 
 
The Chairperson extended thanks to Mrs Mieklejohn for her continuing efforts in organising 
volunteers for regular rubbish collections of dropped litter throughout the Waihi Beach area. 
 
 
Waihi Beach Events and Promotions Society - Plastic Bag Free Waihi Beach 
 
Kelly Moselen spoke to the Board about a proposal to make Waihi Beach plastic bag free.  
The proposal aimed to achieve the removal of single use plastic bags from retail and food 
outlets in and around Waihi Beach. 
 
Funding for the proposal had been sought from the Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
waste minimisation fund and declined.  It was suggested that the Waihi Beach Events and 
Promotions Society approach the Community Board for funding assistance in the first 
instance. 
 
Ms Moselen advised that 99.5% of the local retailers approached had supported the project 
and many were already using paper bags.  There was a group in Waihi Beach making 
reusable ‘Boomerang Bags’ which would be available for free and the owner of the local Four 
Square shop was going to donate free reusable bags at the roll-out of the project. 
 
She noted that the challenge was to get the word out to the community that the project was 
underway and encourage people to use their own reusable bags.  This was a community 
project that would bring a feel good factor to our area, in association with the promotion of 
Waihi Beach as an interactive vibrant community. 
 
The Board thanked Ms Moselen for her presentation and advised that the proposal would be 
further discussed at the next Community Board workshop. 
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Community Contracts 
 
Ms Moselen advised that she had accessed the Government Electronic Tender System 
(GETS) to see what tender/contracts were coming up in the Waihi Beach area and she would 
advise any local contractors who may be interested in future contract work. 
 
 
Waihi Beach Signage 
 
New Waihi Beach signage had been installed on the Athenree Road approach to Waihi Beach 
and beside State Highway Two out of Waihi just before the turn into Waihi Beach Road. 
 
It was clarified that the signage was owned by Council.  The signage showed Council’s 
corporate branding which was consistent across the Western Bay of Plenty district and as 
such wider community consultation had not been required. 
 
 
Presence of Micro Beads on the Beach 
 
A resident advised the Board that there was a large deposit of plastic mirco beads on the 
beach, particularly along the shore area between Hinemoa Road and the Waihi Beach Surf 
Club. 
 
It was advised that a service request would be lodged on behalf of the Board to the Bay of 
Plenty Regional Council in regard to the micro beads on the beach asking that they be 
removed. 
 
 
Wilson Road Village Group 
 
Representatives of the Wilson Road Village Retailers Group provided an update to the Board 
outlining their vision to promote and enhance the village central business centre at Waihi 
Beach.  
 
Ms Charlene Marteni advised the following key areas that the group had given focus to as 
being: 
 
 Signage 

Mr Robert Hope indicated that the retailers group were appreciative of the Boards 
support to progress the installation of directional signage indicating the location of the 
Waihi Beach village shopping centre from both highway approaches into Waihi Beach. 
 
The Chairperson noted that the overall placement of signs in the Waihi Beach area 
would be looked at.  In the past Council had tended to turn a blind eye to the placement 
of signs but it was timely to consider the design and correct placement of a Welcome to 
Waihi Beach sign and try to eliminate the high number of signs placed along roadway 
areas without much thought or consideration. 
 
It was important that the design of any sign be clearly thought about, convey a clear 
message and be placed in an approved site, rather than many numerous signs 
haphazardly placed throughout the area. 
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 Festive Lighting 
A proposal for festive lighting in the village retail centre was currently being prepared.  
Suitable lighting and associated costs were being sourced for installation on ten 
lampposts within the shopping precinct. 
 

 Pre-Christmas event 
Plans for a pre-Christmas event were underway with the support of the majority of 
retailers. 
 

 Clean footpaths 
Mr Hope expressed his disappointment that he was still waiting for a response to a 
request to have the footpaths in the village shopping area cleaned.  He also referred to 
the time it had taken to get some footpath repairs undertaken after putting in a service 
request. 
 
History relating to the respective service requests would be checked. 
 

 Speed Restrictions 
Retailers in the village shopping centre had indicated that they would like to see the 
speed restriction in the immediate retail area reduced.  The Chairperson advised that 
the Board had also indicated their concern relating to speeding drivers throughout the 
community and speed limits would be further considered when the annual speed limit 
review was next presented to the Board. 
 

 Hazardous Driveways / Access 
In response to a question from Mr Hope relating to dangerous driveways in the retail 
area, the Chairperson advised that this had also been raised with Council’s 
Transportation Operations Manager with advice given that it was the responsibility of all 
drivers to be particularly aware when using entrance and exit ways and to cross any 
pedestrian areas with caution. 
 

 Availability of Extra Car Parks 
The Waihi Beach Village Retailers Group would like to see additional car parking 
provided in the vicinity of the immediate retail area.  The Chairperson advised that the 
Board had looked at a number of options but space in the area was limited and the 
construction of any car park was extremely expensive if sealing and drainage were 
required.  It was noted that an area on the corner of Dillion and Edinburgh Street would 
be grassed and available as a car park in the near future. 
 

 Waihi Beach Village Retailers Group and Waihi Beach Events & Promotions 
Society  
The Chairperson asked if the Waihi Beach Villager Retailers Groups was operating in 
liaison with the Waihi Beach Events and Promotions Society.  It was important that the 
two groups worked together.  Both Mr Hope and Ms Moselen (from the Waihi Beach 
Events and Promotions Society) advised that both groups were working in unison with 
common goals for the community. 
 

Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
THAT the meeting be re-convened in formal session at 7.19pm. 
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WB8.1 Presentations: 
 

WB8.1.1 Discover the Western Bay Museum 
 
Paula Gaelic, the Manager and Curator of the Western Bay Museum at 
Katikati, gave an update presentation about the Western Bay Museum.  Ms 
Gaelic thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak to them about the 
past 12 months of operation of the Western Bay Museum at Katikati.  
While the home base for the museum was at Katikati, the museum 
represented the whole of the Western Bay. 
 
Ms Gaelic advised that she had had recent contact with Tourism Bay of 
Plenty representatives and booking agents were looking at bring cruise 
ship tours to the north (western side) of the Western Bay of Plenty district. 
Interest had been shown in setting up visits for the 2018/2019 tourist 
season and this would bring an influx of visitors to the area.  Along with 
the Katikati Museum, the Athenree Historic Homestead would also be 
included in future tourist visit schedules. 
 
The educational factor of the Katikati Museum continued to play a big part 
in visitor and school group numbers.  An alliance with Te Papa national 
services provided the ability to engage the services of specialised experts 
and teachers to come to the Western Bay Museum for specific events and 
interactive displays. 
 
The Chairperson thanked Ms Gaelic for her presentation. 
 
Resolved: Members Hepenstall / Parsons 
 
THAT the presentation from the Manager and Curator of the Western Bay 
of Plenty Museum be received. 
 
 

WB8.1.2 Waihi Beach Stormwater Flood Mapping 
 
The Board was advised that the presentation from the Project and Design 
Engineering Team would be presented at the next Community Board 
Meeting. 
 
 

WB8.2 Minutes of Meeting No. WB7 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board Held On 28 August 2017 
 
The Board considered the minutes no. WB7 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board Meeting held on 28 August 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Sole 
 
THAT the minutes of meeting no. WB7 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board held on 28 August 2017 as circulated with the agenda be confirmed 
as a true and accurate record. 
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WB8.3 Chairperson's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from the Chairperson dated 
25 September 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 

WB8.3.1 Christmas Recycling Centre and Rubbish Collection 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised the Board that due to current 
contractual arrangements in place and in regard to the Western Bay of 
Plenty District Council Health and Safety Regulations, the Community 
Board could not at any time be involved in organising an extra rubbish 
collection over the Christmas period for the Waihi Beach area. 
 
Ultimately, the disposal of rubbish over the holiday period was a personal 
responsibility that needed to be managed and undertaken by householders 
and visitors alike. 
 
The Board expressed their disappointment that an extra collection of 
rubbish would not be undertaken during the Christmas / New Year period 
but accepted that Council regulations must be adhered to.  It was 
important that the Board give consideration to the current Waste 
Minimisation Management Review and the future management of refuse 
within their area. 
 
The Board requested that signage and advertising of the Christmas/New 
Year Collection dates and recycling centre operating hours be clearly and 
widely advertised to ensure residents and visitors throughout the district 
were aware of the rubbish disposal options available to them. 
 
 

WB8.3.2 Central Business District Signage 
 
The Board advised that an approach from the Waihi Beach retailers group 
for directional signage at the two main roundabouts into Waihi Beach. 
 
The Chairperson would provide photographs and liaise with the 
Transportation Manager to confirm the placement directional sign.  The 
suggested wording for the two directional signs would be “Village Shops”. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Hepenstall 
 
THAT it be recommended to the Operations and Monitoring Committee 
that two directional signs to the shopping centre be placed at the Seaforth, 
Emerton Roads and Waihi Beach, Wilson Roads roundabouts with the cost 
of the signage funded from the Waihi Beach Community Board Roading 
Budget. 
 
 

WB8.3.3 Trig and Reservoir Walkways 
 
The Board was pleased to see the trig and reservoir walkways were 
continuing to be very popular and well used. 
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WB8.3.4 Walk and Cycleways Brochure - Assistance to Waihi Beach Events 

and Promotions Society 
 
The Waihi Beach Events and Promotions Society were seeking funding 
assistance for the production of a promotional brochure featuring the cycle 
and walkways in the immediate area, and highlighting specific attractions 
in the Waihi Beach area. 
 
It was noted that the Western Bay Council Website also had easily 
accessible information relating to walkways in the area. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
That the Waihi Beach Community Board contribute $500.00 to the Waihi 
Beach Events and Promotion Society towards the production of a brochure 
with information and maps regarding cycle and walk ways in the area 
funded from the Waihi Beach Community Board Contingency Account. 
 
 

WB8.3.5 Waihi Beach Soundshell 
 
The Board was advised that Council staff had arranged for an assessment 
of the condition of the sound shell to be undertaken with the report made 
available to the Waihi Beach Events and Promotions Society, who were 
guardians of the structure. 
 
The Board reiterated that in the long term the sound shell would need a 
sizeable sum of money spent on it to completely restore it the required 
standard and then ensure that it was fully maintained thereafter. 
 
 

WB8.3.6 Waihi Beach Events and Promotions Society Report 
 
The Board received a report from the Waihi Beach Events and Promotions 
Society Coordinator. 
 
 

WB8.3.7 Waste Minimisation 
 
Council had adopted the draft Waste Minimisation Management Plan that 
would be put out for public consultation and input. 
 
 

WB8.3.8 Reserves Management Plan Review 
 
The Board had undertaken a review of the current Katikati/Waihi Beach 
Ward Reserves Management Plan and had made suggestions for 
consideration before the review was released for public consultation. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 



Minutes of WB8 held on 9 October 2017 8 

 

 

THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board Chairperson’s Report dated 
25 September 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB8.4 Council Community Matching Fund - 2017/2018 Successful 
Applications 
 
The Board considered a report from the Community Relationship Advisor 
dated 27 September 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Sole 
 
THAT the report titled Council Community Matching Fund - 2017/2018 
Successful Applications from the Community Relationship Advisor dated 
27 September 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB8.5 Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach - October 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Deputy Chief Executive dated 
8 September 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons  
 
THAT the Deputy Chief Executive report dated 8 September 2017 and titled 
Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach - October 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB8.6 Draft Long Term Plan Operating Budget 
 
The Board considered a report from the Democracy Advisor dated 
26 September 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Hepenstall 
 
1. THAT the report from the Democracy Advisor dated 

26 September 2017 titled Draft Long Term Plan Budget be received. 
 

2. THAT it be recommended to the Long Term and Annual Plan 
Committee that the Waihi Beach Community Board Draft Long Term 
Plan Operating Budget be: 
 
Operating Costs 

 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 

CBD Road 

Closure  
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

Conference / 

Training  
2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 

Extra Rubbish 

Collect  
2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 

Contingency  2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 

Grants  5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 

Mileage 

Allowance  
5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 

Salaries  

 

Determined by Remuneration Authority 

Inter 

Departmental 

Charges 

 

Determined by Overhead Cost Allocation 
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Operating Costs 
 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 

TOTAL 

OPERATING 

COSTS          

  

 
3. THAT this report relates to issues which are not considered significant 

in terms of Council’s Policy on Significance. 
 
 

WB8.7 Financial Report Waihi Beach - August 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Management Accountant dated 
21 September 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Hepenstall 
 
THAT the Management Accountant’s report dated 21 September 2017 and 
titled “Financial Report Waihi Beach - August 2017” be received. 
 
 

WB8.8 Council, Standing Committee and Community Board Meetings 
 
The Board considered a schedule of meetings for the months of November 
and December 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Sole 
 
THAT the schedule of meetings for November and December 2017 be 
received. 
 
 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.02pm. 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. _____________________________ 

A Sole 
Chairperson 
Waihi Beach Community Board 
 
_____________________________ 
Date 

 
WB8
 


