
Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. WB7 of the 
Waihi Beach Community Board held on 28 August 2017  

at the Waihi Beach Community Centre 
commencing at 6.30pm 

 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Members A Sole (Chairperson), M Roberts (Deputy Chairperson), B Hepenstall, R Parsons 
and Councillors D Marshall and M Williams 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
E Holtsbaum (Group Manager Technology, Customer and Community Services) K Hill 
(Utilities Manager), I Butler (Finance Manager for Agenda Item WB7.3) and A Alty 
(Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Others 
 
Two representatives from Bay of Plenty Regional Council (as named in the minutes) and nine 
members of the public 
 
 
Apologies 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Marshall.  It was noted that Councillor 
Marshall was attending the Regional Trust Power Awards event held on the same evening as 
the Community Board Meeting 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
THAT the apology for absence from Councillor Marshall be accepted. 
 
 
Public Forum 
 
Resolved: Member Parsons / Councillor Williams 
 
THAT the meeting adjourn for the purpose of holding a public forum. 
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Waihi Beach - Village Retail Centre 
 
Mr Robert Hope, a local Waihi Beach retailer, advised the Board that a group of local 
retailers had recently formed a ‘working party’ that would focus on promotion of the Waihi 
Beach Village retail sector.  He noted that the aspirations of the group were to: 
 Bring vibrancy to the local village business area 
 Promote and support the local shopping centre 
 Make the town centre a more vibrant and fun place to visit and shop 
 
Charlene Marteni also spoke to the Board as a local retailer noting that the retailers in the 
village centre needed to do something to bring some life back to the Waihi Beach central 
business district. 
 
Signage and events were being looked at to encourage retailers to work together in 
addressing the seasonality aspects of retailing at Waihi Beach and bringing engagement and 
continuity for new as well as long-standing retailers.  They had been in touch with the 
Council about having signage installed at each of the entrances into Waihi Beach. 
 
The concept of ‘Shop - Dine - Discover’ was used and future events would be geared around 
this catch phrase.  The retailers were investigating putting on an event prior to Christmas 
and advised that the Board would be kept informed of progress relating to this. 
 
The Board was also advised that the retailers group was working in liaison with the Waihi 
Beach Events and Promotions Society. 
 
Board members thanked the speakers for their address, and applauded their initiative and 
wished them well with their future plans. 
 
 
Orokawa Bay Walking Track 
 
Jim Cowern advised the Board that the wheels on the old gold ore cart on the Orokawa Bay 
Walking Track had been stolen.  The old ore cart was a feature of this walk and he felt it 
was shameful that it had been the subject of vandalism in this manner. 
 
It was also noted that the old gold mine aspects on this walk needed to be cleared and 
given more prominence for walkers to the area. 
 
It was suggested that an item be featured on the Waihi Beach Facebook site asking for the 
return of the old ore cart wheels - on a no questions asked basis if they were returned.  
Member Parsons would discuss this with the Waihi Beach Events and Promotions website 
manager. 
 
 
Clean-Up Week 2017 - Keep New Zealand Beautiful 
 
Helen Mieklejohn advised the Board that ‘Clean-Up Week’ - New Zealand’s largest litter clean 
up event was programmed to take place from 11 to 17 September 2017. 
 
This would be extensively advertised and local groups from Waihi Beach, Athenree and 
Bowentown have been advised of this event.  More volunteers were always welcome to join 
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in the Waihi Beach area event on Saturday 16 September, assembling at the Island View 
Reserve. 
 
Mrs Mieklejohn also advised that the Waihi Beach Environment Society had recently 
celebrated their eleventh birthday. 
 
The Board extended thanks to Helen Mieklejohn for her untiring efforts and association with 
the Waihi Beach Environment Society. 
 
Resolved: Member Roberts / Councillor Williams 
 
THAT the meeting be re-convened in formal session at 6.47pm. 
 
 
WB7.1 Presentation - Bay of Plenty Regional Council   

Discussion/Presentation on Trial Bus Services 
 
Melissa Winters (Transport Operations Manager) and Joe Metcalf 
(Transport Planner) from the Bay of Plenty Regional Council gave a 
presentation on a proposed trial for a Waihi Beach passenger transport 
service. 
 
Melissa Winters outlined that a trial passenger transport service was 
originally approved as a result of a submission received in relation to the 
Draft 2015-2025 Long Term Plan.  A trial began operating in October 2015 
but was not successful and a refinement was made, but the service was 
not well patronised largely due to the timetable for the bus service that 
was in place for the first trial. 
 
As a result of feedback about the earlier trial, staff had re-designed a new 
service timetable that linked Waihi Beach, Athenree, Katikati and Waihi 
with a circular route travelling four times in a day one day a week (being a 
Thursday) dependent on cost. 
 
The trial for the new refined timetable would start on Thursday 5 October.  
The existing passenger service would cease on the last Friday in 
September (29 September).  The proposed trial passenger service 
timetables would be subject to refinement as required. 
 
Ms Winters advised that she had attended a meeting at the ‘Friends Place’ 
gathering at the Waihi Beach Community Centre and spoken to a number 
of people about a future bus service.  The coordinator of the Friends Place 
activity events clarified that over 60 people had had engagement in regard 
to the bus service trial for over year. 
 
Concern was noted that communication with people attending the ‘Friends 
Place’ programme was a very small demographic to gauge the 
requirements of a passenger service for the overall community.  It was 
important that representatives from the wider community were approached 
to give their views on what was needed for a passenger service. 
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It was also important that the service not result in an increase in rates for 
Waihi Beach residents. 
 
The Board was advised that as part of the developing Bay of Plenty 
Regional Council Draft 2018-2028 Long Term Plan consideration would be 
given to the latest trial and associated costs. 
 
The Board thanked Ms Winters and Mr Metcalf for their attendance and 
report. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Hepenstall 
 
THAT the presentation from the Bay of Plenty Regional Council Transport 
Operations Officer to the Waihi Beach Community Board meeting held on 
28 August 2017 in regard to the provision of a bus service for Waihi Beach 
be received. 
 
 

WB7.2 Minutes of Meeting No. WB6 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board Held on 17 July 2017 
 
The Board considered the minutes no. WB6 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board Meeting held on 17 July 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
THAT the minutes of meeting no. WB6 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board held on 17 July 2017 as circulated with the agenda be confirmed as 
a true and accurate record. 
 
 

Change to order of business 
 
The Chairperson requested that the next item of business be Draft Long Term Plan Budget - 
Waihi Beach in order to release the Finance Manager from the meeting at the conclusion of 
this item. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
THAT in accordance with Standing Orders the order of business be changed and that the 
item Draft Long Term Plan Budget be dealt with as the next item of business. 

 
 

WB7.3 Draft Long Term Plan Budget - Waihi Beach 
 
The Board considered a report from the Democracy Advisor dated 
16 August 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
The Finance Manager spoke to the report and advised the Board that the 
Waihi Beach Community Board Operating Budget for 2019 was not 
expected to be much different that the current budget approved by the 
Board in November 2016 for 2017/2018. 



Minutes of WB7 held on 28 August 2017 5 

 

The Finance Manager explained the line items within the Board’s operating 
budget noting that salaries were determined by the remuneration authority 
and interdepartmental charges were determined by overhead cost 
allocations. 
 
The finance team would be presenting a first draft budget to the Council 
Long Term Plan workshop to be held on 19 October and it was important 
that the Board had their recommended Draft Operating Budget Figures for 
that meeting. 
 
The Waihi Beach Community Board advised that they would consider the 
Draft Long Term Plan Budget - Operating Costs at their next workshop and 
advise their decisions, for inclusion in a further report for adoption at their 
next Board meeting to be held on 9 October 2017. 
 
The Finance Manager also advised the Board that they needed to give 
consideration to projects and funding commitments they wished to allocate 
from the Board’s reserve account for inclusion in their Long Term Plan. 
  
The Board thanked the Finance Manager for his attendance and 
clarification of the respective finance items. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
1. THAT the report from the Democracy Advisor dated 16 August 2017 

and titled Draft Long Term Plan Budget be received. 
 

2. THAT further consideration of the Waihi Beach Community Board 
Operating Budget be given at the Board’s next workshop, and the 
recommendations made by the Board put forward at the next Waihi 
Beach Community Board meeting for confirmation on 9 October 2017. 

 
 

WB7.4 Chairperson's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from the Chairperson dated 14 August 2017 
as circulated with the agenda. 
 

WB7.4.1 Northern Entrance to Waihi Beach 
 
The Board reiterated their concern that the northern entry to Waihi Beach 
from Waihi Beach Road continued to be very untidy, unattended and very 
messy.  The beautification projects completed some years ago, at a 
sizeable cost had been very unsatisfactory and had been the focus of 
complaints and services requests for the past four years and still the area 
had not been satisfactorily cleaned up. 
 
The comment from the Transportation Operations Manager that the 
contractor had been instructed to give the area a clean-up was welcomed.  
The comment that the area be added to the contract as a variation for 
ongoing maintenance was frustrating in that this should have already been 
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registered as a regular maintenance item from when the initial 
beautification work had been originally undertaken. 
 
The Board requested that the area be cleaned up and tidy before the start 
of the 2017 summer/holiday period. 
 
 

WB7.4.2 Heavy Traffic Bylaw 
 
The Board noted the Maketu Community Board and the Te Puke 
Community Board wished to see options for the instigation of a bylaw that 
prohibited the parking of heavy vehicles that had a gross laden weight over 
ten tons in residential/urban streets in both Maketu and Te Puke 
townships. 
 
 

WB7.4.3 Submission to Waihi Beach Community Board - Making The 
Crescent and Farm Road Intersection Safer 
 
The Board received a letter from Mr and Mrs Hay requesting that a Give 
Way sign be installed on The Crescent for traffic going north at the 
intersection of The Crescent and Farm Road. 
 
The Transportation Operation Manager had advised that, although it was 
tempting to install a give way sign on The Crescent to slow traffic, drivers 
were likely to disrespect the sign because the volume from Farm Road was 
very low.  Farm Road traffic may feel entitled to enter The Crescent 
expecting to be protected by a give way on The Crescent. 
 
The Transportation Operations Manager would recommend that a Give 
Way sign be installed on Farm Road and traffic using The Crescent have 
the right of way. 
 
The Board would further consider this request at their next workshop. 
 
 

WB7.4.4 Broadlands Block Pathways 
 
The Broadlands Block pathways had had some work done on them over 
the last few months, and the Board noted that the results of that work had 
so far proved to be unsatisfactory. 
 
The Board had been advised that the work undertaken was to enable 
access to the pathways during the winter months when heavier work was 
not practical, noting that further improvements to the pathways on the 
Broadlands Block were ongoing. 
 
The Board felt that the current state of the surface of the pathways was a 
Health and Safety issue (with a number of walkers reporting twisted ankles 
and falls due to the rough surface) and the pathways need to be improved 
as soon as possible. 
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The Board noted that regardless of the outcome of the proposed ‘Chip n 
Putt’ proposal the Board wanted to see the Broadlands Block cleaned up. 
Improving current paths and possibly installing a boardwalk to enhance the 
overall block was the Board’s focus. 
 
The Utilities Manager advised that he would liaise with the Reserves and 
Facilities Manager in regard to this item. 
 
 

WB7.4.5 Christmas / New Year Rubbish Collection 
 
The Board was aware that instigating extra rubbish collections during the 
summer Christmas / New Year period involved a number of logistical 
problems for the contractor and would incur extra cost. 
 
Considerations relating to extra rubbish collections or other options that 
may be put in place would be discussed at the next Waihi Beach 
Community Board workshop to be held on 22 September 2017.  The 
Utilities Manager and the Environmental Solid Waste Team Leader would 
attend the workshop to discuss options that may be available to the Board. 
 
 

WB7.4.6 Service Delivery - Compliance and Monitoring Services 
 
The Chairperson noted that while most community boards had many 
similar issues, it seemed that the further away from Barkes Corner, the less 
likely a consistent level of service was given, and in his opinion, Waihi 
Beach was not getting the level of service it needed over a number of 
requirements. 
 
It was highlighted that Western Bay District Council staff and contractors 
were operating under contract agreements and until specific contracts 
were re-looked at, levels of service associated with those agreements must 
stand. 
 
For Waihi Beach, the issues relating to compliance were different from 
other areas and consideration needed to be applied to the seasonal / 
holiday population increases and behaviours that were not the same as 
other areas in the Western Bay district. 
 
Board Members would like to have a further meeting with the Compliance 
Team to ensure compliance and monitoring management for the Waihi 
Beach area were further discussed and any innovative and/or alternate 
options in place before the 2017 holiday season began. 
 
 

WB7.4.7 Waihi Beach Events and Promotions Society 
 
The Chairperson extended congratulations to the Waihi Beach Events and 
Promotions Society for the work they had done over the past year and 
wished them continuing success as they moved forward to the coming 
summer / holiday season. 
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WB7.4.8 Community Board Strategies - Future Directions 
 
Following the Community Board meet and greet event on 8 July 2017, the 
feedback received had been collated and distributed to Board members. 
 
Distribution throughout the community would be undertaken by Board 
members, and continuous feedback and communication from the 
community was encouraging and helpful to the Board in their ongoing 
decision making and future planning. 
 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board Chairperson’s Report dated 
14 August 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB7.5 Councillor's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from Councillor Marshall dated 
17 August 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
In the absence of Councillor Marshall the report was taken as read. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Williams / Member Sole 
 
THAT the report from Councillor Marshall dated 17 August 2017be 
received. 
 
 

WB7.6 Traffic and Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 2017 Annual Review 
- August 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Transportation Operations 
Manager dated 15 August 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Members of the Board advised that the mobility parking on Wilson Road 
(northern side of the car park) should be shown as two spaces.  During the 
course of the building of the new toilet block and site rehabilitation, one 
mobility car park was lost.  This needed to be reinstated and re-marked. 
 
Resolved: Member Roberts / Councillor Williams 
 
1. THAT the Transportation Operations Manager’s report dated 

15 August 2017 and titled Traffic and Parking Enforcement Bylaw 
2008 - 2017 Annual Review – August 2017 be received. 
 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of low 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement 
Policy. 
 

3. THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board recommends to the 
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Operations Committee the following amendments in Schedule 3 
Waihi Beach Traffic/Parking Restrictions Traffic and Parking 
Enforcement Bylaw 2008: 
 
Mobility Parking 
 
THAT pursuant to Clause 1.10.1 of this Bylaw, only vehicles carrying 
disabled persons and displaying a permit as set out in Clause 1.10.1 
may be parked in the spaces located as follows: 
 
Wilson Road (northern side car park) 
TWO right angle spaces on the western side of the car park 
immediately adjacent to the public toilet block. 

 
 

WB7.7 Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach - August 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Deputy Chief Executive dated 
26 July 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 

WB7.7.1 Dillion Street Bridge Works 
 
The Board commented that the upgrade work on the Dillion Street Bridge 
had been well done and registered thanks and appreciation to staff 
involved with this project. 
 
 

WB7.7.2 Emergency Management Draft Group Plan Review 
 
The Board was advised that Member Roberts would make submission to 
the Emergency Management Plan Group Plan Review on behalf of the 
Waihi Beach Emergency Response Team. 
 
 

WB7.7.3 Walking Track Signage - Cycleway Signage - MAS Reference 
WB517 3.2 
 
The Board noted that temporary signage was in place for the walkway to 
the trig lookout and that a draft signage plan was being prepared. 
 
A representative from the Waihi Beach Cycle Trails Charitable Trust was to 
liaise with the Board and Council staff about the design for the 
cycle/walkway signage. 
 
 

WB7.7.4 Community Roading Priorities - MAS Reference WB517 6.5 
 
The Board noted the comment that the Tauranga Moana and Hauraki iwi 
were currently working through a joint cultural assessment for the 
Reservoir Reserve area and that the process had recently been overtaken 
by other events around iwi settlement claims. 
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The Board noted their concern that there was no timeline associated with 
the process being worked through by the respective iwi and this would 
impact on completing the agreed cycleway links.  The Board asked if a 
timeline could be applied to signal progress for the completion of this 
project. 
 
 

WB7.7.5 Deferment of Work - 2017/2018 Work Programme - Pohutukawa 
Reserve Toilet - MAS Reference WB517 6.3 
 
The Board had earlier requested that no work be undertaken until options 
for the renewal of the old public toilets behind the tennis club were fully 
considered. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Roberts 
 
That it be recommended to the Operations and Monitoring Committee that 
the replacement of the Pohutukawa Reserve toilet be deferred from the 
2017/2018 work programme and reconsidered as part of the Waihi Beach 
Reserve Management Plan in 2018/19. 
 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Roberts 
 
THAT the Deputy Chief Executive report dated 26 July 2017 and titled 
Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach - August 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB7.8 Council, Standing Committee and Community Board Meetings 
 
The Board considered a schedule of meetings for the months of October 
and November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Sole  
 
That the schedule of meetings for October and November 2017 be 
received. 
 
 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.20pm. 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. _____________________________ 

A Sole 
Chairperson 
Waihi Beach Community Board 
 
_____________________________ 
Date 

 
WB7 


