
 

 

Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. WB6 of the 
Waihi Beach Community Board held on 17 July 2017  

at the Waihi Beach Community Centre 
commencing at 6.30pm 

 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Members A Sole (Chairperson), M Roberts (Deputy Chairperson), R Parsons and Councillor 
D Marshall 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
M Taris (Chief Executive Officer), K Hill (Utilities Manager), and A Alty (Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Others 
 
Eight members of the public 
 
 
Apologies 
 
It was noted that Councillor Williams was on leave of absence. 
 
 
Public Forum 
 
Resolved: Councillor Marshall / Member Parsons 
 
THAT the meeting adjourn for the purpose of holding a public forum. 
 
 
Walkway through Broadlands Reserve 
 
A member of the public reported that the walkway through the Broadlands Reserve was very 
rough and there were piles of metal in some areas.  Some of the areas along the walkway 
were particularly boggy.  The Utilities Manager advised that he would liaise with the 
Reserves and Facilities Manager in regard to this item. 
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Water Metering at Waihi Beach  
 
Helen Mieklejohn raised a concern that with some properties at Waihi Beach were now being 
connected to a metered water supply, some property owners may be surprised when they 
get a large water bill and had no understanding of being charged for a metered water use. 
 
The Utilities Manager advised that those properties where water meters were installed prior 
to 1 July 2017, would be changed over to ‘metered water rates’, therefore their Uniform 
Annual Charge (UAC) would decrease and they would be charged separately for the volume 
of water they used.  They would not be charged for water used before July 2017 and Council 
would arrange for an initial meter reading to happen during July and customers would only 
be charged for water used after that. 
 
The move to ‘metered’ water was part of a process to help the Council more effectively 
manage water supplies and ensure householders were charged for water based on actual 
use, rather than an existing calculation that was based on the national average daily 
consumption rate of 600 – 660 litres per day 
 

It was important that residents were aware of their respective water usage and the Western 
Bay of Plenty District Council website reference to Water Services listed general tips for 
water conservation. 
 
The Utilities Manager advised that an information letter to residents about the metered 
supply would be circulated to Waihi Beach residents in the near future.  Information about 
the water metering would also be supplied to the Waihi Beach Events and Promotions 
Information Centre. 
 
 
Waihi Beach Cycleways – Waihi to Waihi Beach Link 
 
Questions were raised regarding the proposed Waihi to Waihi Beach Cycleway particularly in 
association with the recently opened Waihi Beach Dam circuit track at the north end of Waihi 
Beach.  The Board was advised that negotiations with property owners to secure land for the 
development of cycle links from Waihi to Waihi Beach were continuing. 
 
Members of the public noted that it was important that terrain gradients on the trail did not 
prohibit less experienced cyclist. 
 
 
Waihi Beach Cycleways – Waihi Beach Urban Areas 
 
The Chairperson clarified that the proposed Waihi Beach Urban cycleways were completely 
separate to the Waihi to Waihi Beach proposed trail and the Waihi Beach Dam circuit.  
Consent processes were being undertaken to progress the development of the proposed 
‘urban’ cycleways. 
 
 
Charge for Disposing Whiteware at Recycling Centres 
 
In answer to a question regarding a charge for disposing whiteware, the Utilities Manager 
advised that a small fee had been introduced for the disposal of whiteware at recycling 
centres in Te Puke, Katikati and Athenree from 1 July 2017.  Large whiteware items, such as 
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fridges, washing machines, driers and stoves, would cost $10 to dispose of. Smaller 
whiteware items, such as microwaves and benchtop ovens, would cost $5.  This was a user 
pay system with the same set fee applying across the Western Bay district. 
 
 
Vehicle Access and Pedestrian Safety 
 
A member of the public raised his concern in regard to vehicles coming out of 
private/commercial access ways without due care onto the public footpaths in the 
commercial area of Wilson Road.  It was suggested that signage should be put up to 
warn/remind motorists to take care when exiting narrow access lanes.  It was noted that a 
number of the access lanes were on commercial/private property and drivers of vehicles 
need to assume responsible behaviours when exiting these narrow lanes. 
 
 
Compliance and Monitoring  
 
A member of the public asked what was the outcome of the Compliance and Monitoring 
Report for services undertaken in the Waihi Beach area during the 2016/17 agreed operating 
period from the third weekend in December until the end of Waitangi weekend and would 
this service be undertaken again in the 2017/18 summer/holiday season. 
 
The Chairperson advised that the Reserve and Facilities Manager and the Compliance 
Manager had met with the Board and discussed a number of issues relating to the 
monitoring services carried out.  Suggested options for future monitoring had also been 
discussed. 
 
Comment was made that in regard to dog control measures, it was the opinion of some 
locals that wardens seemed to monitor the beach areas when dogs were allowed on the 
beach, rather than monitoring those areas when dogs should not be on the beach.  It was 
felt that the monitoring staff and wardens needed to be more active in applying fines for 
breaches of the bylaws.  It was suggested that local warranted officers be used for the 
compliance and monitoring duties and it was asked how could locals be trained to undertake 
compliance and monitoring duties in the future.  While it was recognised that local 
knowledge was valuable, new Health and Safety requirements and licencing of warrant 
holders would need to be applied. 
 
The extended freedom camping period was generally in the weekends from Labour Weekend 
to Easter. 
 
A member of the public advised that the New Zealand Motorhome Association members had 
been proactive in approaching motorhome users of the rules that applied in regard to 
freedom camping in the immediate area. 
 
There had definitely been an improvement in behaviours throughout the area where 
monitoring had been carried out and the Chief Executive Officer noted that it was Council’s 
philosophy to educate rather than constantly apply infringement notices and fines. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Roberts 
 
THAT the meeting be re-convened in formal session at 7.13pm. 
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WB6.1 Minutes of Meeting No. WB5 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board held on 12 June 2017 
 
The Board considered the minutes no. WB5 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board Meeting held on 12 June 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Marshall / Member Parsons  
 
THAT the minutes of meeting no. WB5 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board Meeting held on 12 June 2017 as circulated with the agenda be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record. 
 
 

WB6.2 Council Decisions on Board Recommendations -July 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Democracy Advisor dated 
4 July 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Member Parsons / Councillor Marshall  
 
THAT the report of the Democracy Advisor dated 4 July 2017 on Board 
Recommendations - July 2017 in regard to New Road Names be received. 
 
 

WB6.3 Chairperson's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from the Chairperson dated 3 July 2017 as 
circulated with the agenda. 
 

WB6.3.1 Emerton Road - Open Drain 
 
The Chairperson noted that he had been advised by potential property 
owners of concerns associated with the open drain next to the subdivision 
development on Emerton Road at Waihi Beach. 
 
The Utilities Manager had advised that there was no requirement for 
Council to undertake any works on the existing open drain.  The drain was 
servicing the capture and channelling of stormwater.  However, should 
urbanisation of Emerton Road be signalled, then the current design would 
be modified to incorporate a footpath, kerb and channel and stormwater 
pipe section with a grass swale drain over the top. 
 
There is no requirement for the developer to fill or pipe the drain. The 
consent was approved on that basis. The developer may consider this 
option from a marketing perspective, any such work would be subject to a 
design application and subsequent sign off by Council staff.  Any costs 
would be to the developers account.  Currently the desired approach has 
been the installation of fencing within the developers land on top of the 
bank. 
 
 
 



Minutes of WB6 held on 17 July 2017 5 

 

 

WB6.3.2 Vehicle Speeds 
 
The Board noted that the speed indicator device was now operating on 
Seaforth Road.  The Chairperson advised that he had spoken to the local 
police about the community concerns relating to speeding vehicles 
throughout the Waihi Beach, Bowentown and Athenree areas. 
 
 

WB6.3.3 Temporary Speed Limit Options 
 
The Board requested advice from the Transportation Operations Manager 
on what options were available to ensure that the temporary 30 km/h 
speed limit previously placed in the high pedestrian area by the Top Ten 
Motor Camp be instigated again for a designated period. 
 
The installation of the temporary 30 km/h speed sign on Beach Road by 
the Top Ten Motor Camp had been effective and the Board would like to 
see this re-instated again during the peak holiday period. 
 
The Board also asked for an update on the status of the recent nationwide 
speed limit review. 
 
 

WB6.3.4 Primary School Rezoning of Athenree and Bowentown 
 
Councillor Marshall and the Chairperson advised that while they were 
aware that the Ministry of Education had confirmed that Katikati Primary 
School would not be allowed to extend their zoning, with entry into their 
specific Te Reo programme considered on application, this had yet to be 
received in writing. 
 
 

WB6.3.5 Community Board Strategies - Future Directions 
 
The Board had held their first “What Do You Want” drop in session on 
8 July 2017 and the comments and notes from this event were being 
collated.  The Board would meet on 31 July to finalise the notes that will 
then be referred on to Council. 
 
 

WB6.3.6 Community Engagement - Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
Long Term Plan 
 
It was clarified that the recent round of Have Your Say – Community 
Engagement Events were the first of a number of phased projects.  
Feedback from the first phase was being collated and would be reported 
back to Western Bay of Plenty District Council representatives in 
association with the Long Term Plan process. 
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Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board Chairperson’s Report dated 
3 July 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB6.4 Councillor's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from Councillor Williams dated 4 July 2017 
as circulated with the agenda.  In the absence of Councillor Williams 
Councillor Marshall spoke to the report, noting the following: 
 
 Public Transport for Waihi Beach 

Councillor Williams had advised that he had made a submission to the 
Bay of Plenty Regional Council for a public transport system to include 
Waihi Beach. 

 Opening of new dam walkway 
 Ongare Point Wastewater 
 Annual Plan 
 Long Term Plan 
 Slips around the harbour margins due to higher than average rainfall’ 
 Places and Spaces Strategy adopted by Council  
 Charges for ground rentals for Sport and Recreational buildings on 

public land adopted by Council 
 Western Bay Safer Communities Strategic Plan adopted by Council 
 Katikati/Waihi Beach Reserve Management Plan due for consultation 

this year 
 Coastal Erosion Draft Policy and Waihi Beach sea wall history 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Roberts 
 
THAT the report from Councillor Williams dated 4 July 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB6.5 Traffic and Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 2017 Annual Review 
- July 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Transportation Operations 
Manager dated 22 June 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
The Board felt that they needed to give more consideration to the Annual 
Review of the Traffic and Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 and would 
discuss any additional input at their next workshop and report back to the 
Transportation Operations Manager and ask that the review report be re-
presented at the next Community Board Meeting. 
 
Resolved: Member Sole / Councillor Marshall 
 
1. THAT the Transportation Operations Manager’s report dated 

22 June 2017 and titled Traffic and Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 - 
2017 Annual Review – July 2017 be received. 
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2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of low 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
 

3. THAT the Board give consideration to the review of Traffic and Parking 
Enforcement Bylaws 2008 at their next workshop, with any subsequent 
recommendations reported to the next Community Board Meeting on 
28 August 2017, and in the interim the report lie on the table. 
 
 

WB6.6 Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach - July 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Deputy Chief Executive dated 
20 June 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 

WB6.6.1 Waihi Beach Stormwater Model 
 
The Utilities Manager advised that properties affected by the new flood 
model assessment would be notified of the modelling results in August 
2017. 
 
 

WB6.6.2 Two Mile Creek Update - Upstream Dillon Street Bridge 
 
The Board was advised that Bay of Plenty Regional Council Hearing relating 
to the Two Mile Creek modelling assessment would be heard in the 
2017/18 financial year. 
 
 

WB6.6.3 Two Mile Creek Update - Downstream Dillion Street Bridge 
 
The Board was advised that construction work on the downstream Dillion 
Street Bridge project was expected to be completed by mid July 2017. 
 
 

WB6.6.4 Water Meter Installation at Waihi Beach 
 
The Utilities Manager advised that the installation of water meters at Waihi 
Beach were progressing on schedule.  Installations in Athenree were 
expected to start during July or August pending the availability of 
contractors. 
 
He reiterated that those properties where water meters were installed prior 
to 1 July 2017, would be changed over to ‘metered water rates’, therefore 
their Uniform Annual Charge (UAC) would decrease and they would be 
charged separately for the volume of water they used.  They would not be 
charged for water used before July 2017 and Council would arrange for an 
initial meter reading to happen during July and customers would only be 
charged for water used after that. 
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WB6.6.5 Flooding at Pio Shores 
 
The Utilities Manager advised that staff were discussing options to future 
manage the collection and discharge of stormwater in low lying areas of 
Pio Shores. 
 
 

WB6.6.6 Broadlands Reserve Pitch and Putt - MAS Reference WB317 2.2 
 
The Board was advised that a revised Memorandum of Understanding was 
being worked through with Waihi Beach Golf Club. 
 
 

WB6.6.7 Speeding in Athenree - MAS Reference WB417 2.2 
 
The Board noted that the speed indicator device was now operating on 
Seaforth Road.  The Chairperson noted that he had spoken to the local 
police about the community concerns relating to speeding vehicles 
throughout the Waihi Beach, Bowentown and Athenree areas. 
 
 

WB6.6.8 Athenree Waterfront - MAS Reference WB417 2.3 
 
The Board was advised that to install a length of 35 metres sealed angle 
parking on the grassed area in front of No. 9 Athenree Road would cost 
approximately $60,000. 
 
As the project was not currently included in the Community Roading 
programme the Board would give further consideration to this project at a 
forthcoming workshop. 
 
 

WB6.6.9 Waihi Beach Surf Club Reserve Naming - MAS Reference WB517 
4.3 
 
The Board had been advised that Council had approved the official naming 
of the Waihi Beach Surf Club Reserve (Reference C5 18 May 2017). 
 
The Board supported the resolution “that Council explore options for the 
recognition of the community contributions of Norma Rosborough and 
other prominent Waihi beach residents.” 
 
The Board advised that they would consider the possibility of naming a 
reserve area recognising Norma Rosborough when they undertook the 
forthcoming review of the Waihi Beach Reserve Management Plans. 
 
 

WB6.6.10 Swing Replacements throughout Waihi Beach - MAS Reference 
WB517 6.2 
 
The Board noted the comments in the Minute Action Sheet (WB517 6.2 – 
Page 52) that staff were happy to review the size of the swing seats to 
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ensure they match the current needs of the community and would liaise 
with the Board Chairperson. 
 
The Board would like an inventory of the swings (size and type) on the 
reserves throughout the Waihi Beach/Bowentown/Athenree area.  The 
Board would then give consideration of what swing types may be required 
when they review the Waihi Beach Reserve Management Plan. 
 
 

WB6.6.11 Waihi Beach Road - Removal of Mature Trees - MAS Reference 
WB517 6.4 
 
The Chairperson advised that he had taken the opportunity to talk to Mr 
Rickard and made an apology to him in regard to the historic and memorial 
trees that had been lost when the rehabilitation work on Waihi Beach Road 
had been undertaken. 
 
 

WB6.6.12 Community Roading Priorities - MAS Reference WB517 6.5 
 
The Board expressed their frustration in regard to the time it was taking to 
get the required resource consents for the agreed urban cycleways. 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that due to the complexity of the 
archaeological authority processes and consents, completion dates for the 
urban cycleways could not be given at this time. 
 
The Board noted that the loop trail around the Waihi Beach Reservoir and 
the new bridge was extremely popular. 
 
Council was finalising negotiations with property owners to secure land to 
progress the development of a cycleway trail linking Waihi to Waihi Beach. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons  
 
THAT the Deputy Chief Executive report dated 20 June 2017 and titled 
Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach - July 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB6.7 Financial Report Waihi Beach - May 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Management Accountant dated 
9 June 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Roberts 
 
THAT the Management Accountant’s report dated 9 June 2017 and titled 
Financial Report Waihi Beach -May 2017 be received. 
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WB6.8 Draft Financial Report Waihi Beach - June 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Management Accountant dated 
3 July 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Marshall / Member Roberts 
 
THAT the Management Accountant’s report dated 3 July 2017 and titled 
Draft Financial Report Waihi Beach - June 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB6.9 Council, Standing Committee and Community Board Meetings 
 
The Board considered a schedule of meetings for the months of August 
and September 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Sole 
 
THAT the schedule of meetings for August and September 2017 be 
received. 
 
 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.13pm. 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. _____________________________ 

A Sole 
Chairperson 
Waihi Beach Community Board 
 
_____________________________ 
Date 

 
WB6
 


