
 

 

Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. WB5 of the 
Waihi Beach Community Board held on 12 June 2017  

at the Waihi Beach Community Centre 
commencing at 6.30pm 

 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Members A Sole (Chairperson), M Roberts (Deputy Chairperson), B Hepenstall, R Parsons and 
Councillors D Marshall and M Williams 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
M Potton (Chief Financial Officer), K Hill (Utilities Manager), and A Alty (Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Others 
 
His Worship the Mayor and eight members of the public 
 
 
Public Forum 
 
Resolved: Member Parsons / Councillor Marshall 
 
THAT the meeting adjourn for the purpose of holding a public forum. 
 
 
Road/Track up to Waihi Beach Reservoir 
 
It was suggested that the road/track up to the Waihi Beach reservoir be named. 
 
The Board advised that this could be an item addressed within the Waihi Beach Reserve 
Management Plan Review. 
 
 
Signage on the Maranui Track Trig Walkway 
 
A member of the public advised that directional signage indicating the pathway to the Maranui 
Track and the Trig Walkway were not clear and need to be re-looked at, with the placement of 
the signs put in the right position for track users to avoid any confusion. 
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It was also suggested that some over grown pittosporum trees at the end of the track needed 
to be topped to provide a wider view of the area at the top where the lookout is to be 
constructed.  The Chairperson advised that an item within his Chairpersons Report for this 
meeting also referred to the need for signage on local walking tracks. 
 
 
Waihi Beach Walking and Cycling Tracks 
 
Anthony Thompson made reference to the Infrastructure Service Report Item 2.3. Page 30 of 
the meeting agenda referring to Waihi Beach Cycleways and asked when Council would publicly 
notify the proposed routes of the tracks.  There was an expectation that the applications for the 
required consents would have been publicly notified as a matter of course. 
 
 
Area on Corner of Dillion and Edinburgh Street 
 
A member of the public expressed his disappointment that he had not received a direct 
response from the Utilities Manager in regard to the grass car parking area on the corner of 
Dillon and Edinburgh Street that he raised at the Community Board Meeting held on 13 
February 2017.   
 
The Utilities Manager gave Mr Wright his business card and reaffirmed that the area of land 
referred to would be returned to grass (when the Two Mile Creek construction works had been 
completed) as recorded in the Minutes of that meeting.  The Utilities Manager would make 
contact with the concerned resident ensuring he had the correct information relating to the 
rehabilitation of the area. 
 
 
Community Conversations - Have Your Say Meeting at Waihi Beach 
 
A member of the public thanked elected members and Council staff for taking the time to be at 
the Community Conversation event held at Waihi Beach on Saturday 3 June 2017.  He noted 
that parking for the venue had been very limited on the day and the venue was restricted but it 
was a well run event. 
 
 
Playground Equipment for Island View Reserve 
 
A requested was made for some new playground equipment to be installed at the Island View 
Reserve.  The current steel slide was ‘too hot’ to use in the summer and additional swings were 
needed - the one swing in place on the reserve at the moment was quite small so there need to 
be a swing/swings for bigger children. 
 
The Chairperson suggested that the request for new/additional playground equipment should 
be made to the Waihi Beach Reserves Management Plan Review. 
 
It was also suggested that a request for a toilet at the end of Ocean Beach Road be referred to 
the Waihi Beach Reserves Management Plan Review. 
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Walkway Track to Trig Lookout 
 
Mr Hickey commented that a good job had been made of the new walkway track up to the trig 
lookout and walkers were rewarded with a great view on fine day (which, Mr Hickey informed 
the Board was 151 metres above sea level). 
 
Resolved: Member Roberts / Councillor Marshall 
 
THAT the meeting be reconvened in formal session at 6.52pm. 
 
 
WB5.1 Presentation - Creative Bay of Plenty 

 
The Board considered a presentation from Sonya Korohina Chair of the Arts 
and Culture Strategy Steering Group and Peter Anderson representing the 
steering group for the sub-regional arts and culture strategy, on the 
communications and engagement components of the sub-regional strategy 
currently being undertaken. 
 
Sonya Korohina advised that the Arts and Culture Steering Group - Creative 
Coalition had adopted the phrase “A community with arts and culture at its 
heart creates a culture of innovation and new thinking that drives economic 
wealth and wellbeing.”  “Where there is artistic excellence there is human 
integrity and dignity”.  Peter Anderson was an appointed member of the 
Creative Coalition that were contributors to the strategy review. 
 
The review encompassed Visionary - Vocalising - Vibrancy - Valuing - Viability 
and Vitality strategies and the public were encouraged to make submissions 
by filling out the on-line survey form on the Creative Bay of Plenty Website 
with submissions closing on 30 June 2017.  She reiterated that the review was 
a roadmap to effect change and members of the community needed to be 
proactive and undertake the on-line survey and make submissions to the 
review. 
 
Sonya Korohina advised that the coalition members associated with the 
review would be spreading the word to as many communities and community 
groups in the Western Bay and Bay of Plenty region about the review of the 
arts and cultural strategy with the final strategy presented to both Councils 
for adoption in October or November of this year. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Councillor Williams 
 
THAT the presentation from the Project Manager for the sub-regional arts and 
culture strategy to the Waihi Beach Community Board be received. 
  
 

WB5.2 Minutes of meeting no. WB4 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board held on 24 April 2017 
 
The Board considered the minutes no. WB4 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board Meeting held on 24 April 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 



Minutes of WB5 held on 12 June 2017 4 

 
 

 

Resolved: Councillor Marshal / Member Roberts  
 
THAT the minutes of meeting no. WB4 of the Waihi Beach Community Board 
held on 24 April 2017 as circulated with the agenda be confirmed as a true 
and accurate record. 
  
 

WB5.3 Chairperson's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from the Chairperson dated 29 May 2017 as 
circulated with the agenda. 
  
 

WB5.3.1 Primary School Rezoning of Athenree and Bowentown 
 
The Chairperson advised that the Ministry of Education proposed re-zoning 
relating to the Bowentown and Athenree primary schools was still very much 
to the fore.  Councillor Marshall noted that he had sought advice from the 
Ministry and had been informed that while some pupil number limits had been 
proposed there was indication that there was an element of choice with 
people free to chose which schools they wished to send their children to. 
 
The Board were happy for Councillor Marshall to further contact the Ministry 
of Education for clarification of the re-zone issue and report back. 
 
  

WB5.3.2 Walking Track Signage 
 
The Board was aware that there had been issues with the public not knowing 
where to enter walking tracks (particularly at the northern beach end) and 
then getting lost.  The entry into the Orokawa Bay walk had been the main 
area of concern but other walks including the Trig Station lookout walk 
needed to be clearly signed.  The walks were becoming more and more 
popular so it was imperative that correct directional signage was in place 
along the respective routes. 
 
This item was also referred to in the public forum section of the meeting. 
 
The Board request that directional signage be installed as appropriate at the 
start of the Trig Station walk and any other walkways in the immediate area 
as may be required.  If the signage needed to be placed on Department of 
Conservation land, the Board requested that the Reserves and Facilities staff 
make a request to that organisation for the required signage to be installed as 
soon as possible. 
 
  

WB5.3.3 Signage for Proposed Cycleway / Walkway Trails 
 
In April 2016, the Board and Deputy Chief Executive Office had met with a 
local cycle committee who were keen to see the development of cycleway / 
walkway trails through Waihi Beach from the dam site to Anzac Bay.  The 
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Board had indicated that they looked forward to future liaison with the local 
group to discuss option for future cycleways and walkways in the area. 
 
It was timely that signage for the proposed routes be considered now and the 
Board asked that the Deputy Chief Executive or the Reserves and Facilities 
Manager advise what next steps should be taken to ensure signage of the 
proposed routes were ready to be installed when the trails were in place.  The 
Board would like to see a draft of any proposed signage options. 
 
  

WB5.3.4 Community Conversations 
 
A number of people had taken advantage of the Community Conversation – 
Have Your Say events held at Waihi Beach on Saturday 3 June and 
immediately prior to the Community Board meeting held on 12 June 2017. 
 
All information notes and comments from the Community Conversation 
throughout the district were posted to the Western Bay of Plenty District 
Council website. 
 
  

WB5.3.5 Community Board Strategies - Future Directions 
 
The Waihi Beach Community Board would host a meet and greet future 
directions event at the Waihi Beach United Church Wilson Road Waihi Beach 
on Saturday 8 July 2017 at 11.00am to 2.00pm. 
 
The Waihi Beach Events and Promotions Information Centre and other 
community organisations would be advised and flyers would be distributed 
about the event. 
 
The Chairperson would organise an article in both the Katikati Advertiser and 
the Waihi Leader newspapers about the event.   
 
  

WB5.3.6 New Zealand Community Boards Executive Conference  
- 11-13 May 2017 
 
The Chairperson spoke to his summary report on the recent New Zealand 
Community Boards Conference which had provided the opportunity to 
network with Community Board members from a national perspective.  The 
speakers at the conference had been of a very high calibre with the emphasis 
being on how to achieve more in our communities with a strong community 
led development focus and engagement.  The information gained and 
atmosphere at the conference had been excellence and he thanked the Board 
for the opportunity to attend. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Hepenstall 
 
THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board Chairperson’s Report dated 
12 June 2017 be received. 
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WB5.4 Councillor's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from Councillor Marshall dated 29 May 2017 as 
circulated with the agenda. 
 
   

WB5.4.1 Annual Plan Workshops 
 
Council had been working through the Annual Plan process and while there 
were to be no significant changes from what was planned in the Long Term 
Plan some capital works would be rescheduled due to weather impacts and 
contractor delays.  The Annual Plan was due to be finalised at the end of June 
2017. 
 
  

WB5.4.2 Chief Financial Officer Resignation 
 
The resignation of the Chief Finance Officer had been advised and Councillors 
and Board Members acknowledged competence and clarity of explanation 
given by Mr Potton in financial matters.  Board Members thanked him for his 
service to Council and Community Boards and extended best wishes for the 
future. 
 
  

WB5.4.3 Waihi Beach Surf Club Reserve Naming 
 
At the Council Meeting (C5) held on 18 May 2017 it was resolved “that Council 
approved Council staff to undertake the Reserves Act 1977 process to 
officially name the reserve being Part Lot 5 DPS 13324 and Lot 1 DPS 14034 
and currently unofficially known as Waihi Beach Surf Club Reserve as Waihi 
Beach Surf Club reserve.” 
 
It was also resolved “that Council explore options for the recognition of the 
Community contributions of Norma Rosborough and other prominent Waihi 
Beach residents.” 
 
Waihi Beach Board Members felt that there was confusion relating to the 
recent re-naming proposal put forward for an area of the Waihi Beach Surf 
Club Reserve.   
 
The area of reserve land referred to for re-naming caused some confusion as 
this was not thought to be the same area of land that the Board had first 
considered in the initial report from the Legal Property Officer Reserves and 
Facilities for consideration at the Waihi Beach Community Board Meeting WB2 
13 February 2017 which the Board supported a name change to the Norma 
Rosborough Reserve. 
 
A copy of the respective reports that were presented to the Community Board 
and to Council would be forwarded to all Board members for reference in the 
first instance.  If Board members required any further clarification this would 
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be advised through the Chairperson, with any questions raised referred to the 
Chief Executive Officer in the first instance. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Marshall / Member Sole 
 
THAT the report from Councillor Marshall dated 29 May 2017 be received. 
 
  

WB5.5 Community Board Grant Application - June 2017 
 
The Board received a report from Democracy Advisor dated 29 May 2017 as 
circulated with the agenda and considered a Community Board Grant 
Application from the Waihi Beach Community Centre seeking funding of 
$3,000 for the purchase of screens for the community hall. 
 
Resolved: Members Hepenstall / Parsons 
 
1. THAT the report from the Democracy Advisor dated 29 May 2017 and 

titled Community Board Grant Applications June 2017 be received. 
 

2. THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board approve the following grant to 
be funded from the Waihi Beach Community Grants 2016/2017 account 
subject to all accountabilities being met. 
 
Waihi Beach Community Centre ............................................. $1,500.00 

 
   

WB5.6 Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach - June 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Deputy Chief Executive dated 
15 May 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
   
 

WB5.6.1 Broadlands Reserve 
 
The Board was advised that staff had met with representatives of Waihi Golf 
Ltd and a revised Memorandum of Understanding had been drafted and was 
under discussion.  Staff advised that an enabler of the development would be 
for the Board to commit the previously allocated $50,000 to public 
infrastructure of benefit to both the community and the Pitch & Putt 
operations.  Staff had proposed that the $50,000 be allocated with clause 6.5 
of the draft agreement as follows: 
 
6.5 Public Infrastructure 
 
6.5.1 The Council may via the Waihi Beach Community Board contribute to 

the following public infrastructure. 
 
a) Upgrading walking tracks – up to $15,000 
b) Contribute to environmental planting via the Waihi Beach 

Environmental Society – up to $5,000 
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c) Contribute to a new pedestrian / cycle access bridge on the 
north side of the Waihi Beach Hotel property, subject to a legal 
easement in the favour of Council and the public being 
registered on the hotel title.  The bridge would be the property 
of Council – up to $30,000 

 
6.5.2 The Council will advise of the Community Board funding towards the 

public infrastructure by 1 August 2017. 
 
Within the Infrastructure Services Report, the Board was requested to 
consider to what extent it wished to invest funds towards work in Broadlands 
Block associated with the Pitch and Putt project.  In discussion the Board 
noted: 
 
 In regard to the history of the allocated $50,000 Board members noted 

that the original intention of the funding allocation was for environmental 
work on the Broadlands block for the benefit of all the community and the 
suggested re-allocation of funding at this time did not reflect the intent of 
the original resolution. 

 The allocated funding was always about environmental enhancement for 
the Broadlands Block. 

 The ‘developers’ should be meeting the cost of a pedestrian bridge if that 
was to be included in their golf pitch proposal. 

 Restoration planting needed to be undertaken in relation a proposed plan 
developed in liaison with the Reserves and Facilities Manager. 

 
The Board did not adopt the recommendations put forward within the 
Infrastructure Report and requested the following action in regards to this 
item: 
 
 That the revised draft Memorandum of Understanding be made available 

to them before it was finalised. 
 That the proposed restoration planting plan for the Broadlands Block be 

made available to the Board and included in the Reserve Management 
Plan Review that would then give the public the opportunity to comment 
on the overall future development of the Broadlands Block. 

 The development of public tracks should be looked at within the review of 
the Waihi Beach Reserves Management Plan. 

 
  

WB5.6.2 Swing Replacements 
 
The Board noted that the swing replacements at Waione Avenue and 
Pohutukawa Reserves that had been installed.  Comment was made that 
there seemed to be more swings for smaller children and there needed to be 
some ‘bigger ‘swings provided throughout the area. 
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WB5.6.3 Pohutukawa Park - Renewal of Public Toilets Behind the Tennis 
Club Minute Action Reference WB417.5.1 
 
The Board had earlier requested that no work be undertaken until options for 
the renewal of the old public toilets behind the tennis club were fully 
considered. Staff had advised that the toilet renewal was an operational and 
budget driven matter and any other renewal options beyond the proposal to 
replace the old toilet with the available exceloo unit in storage would require 
significant additional funds beyond the $80,000 currently assigned. 
 
The Board requested that the consideration of the replacement toilets be 
included in the Waihi Beach Reserve Management Review and any proposed 
work held over until the completion of the review. 
 
  

WB5.6.4 Waihi Beach Road - Removal of Mature Trees 
 
The Chairperson noted with deep regret that the large mature trees that were 
to be removed from the boundary of Mr Rickard’s property to accommodate 
the recent Waihi Beach Road rehabilitation had not happened and the trees 
had died.  It was extremely disappointing as there had been an undertaking 
that the trees which had particular historic and memorial significance to the 
Rickard family would be removed and replanted in order to accommodate the 
road works.  The Rickard family had been let down and the Board felt badly 
about this. 
 
The Board request that a ‘please explain’ summary be provided by the Deputy 
Chief Executive, and that a letter of apology from Council be sent the Rickard 
family.  The Board Chairperson would also write to the Rickard family. 
 
  

WB5.6.5 Community Roading Priorities 
 
At the Waihi Beach Community Board Meeting WB3 held on 13 March 2017 
the Board requested that the Waihi Beach Community Roading Priority List 
(approved at meeting 28 November 2017 WB1 10.1) show indicative timelines 
in relation to the listed priority works.  The Board would like to know where 
respective projects were in terms of time of start and completion date - 
whether they were underway now or projected to start in the future. 
 
  

WB5.6.6 Wilson Road Pedestrian Refuge - Minute Action Reference 
WB217.2.2 
 
The Board noted the comments from the Transportation Operations Manager 
which stated that the hotel had advised that they no longer require the 
pedestrian refuge. 
The Board reiterated their request, in line with community concern regarding 
pedestrian safety, for the installation of the pedestrian refuge and ask that 
the refuge be installed.  At the Community Board Workshop held 7 April the 
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Board chose Option One as the preferred siting for the proposed pedestrian 
refuge. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Williams / Member Sole  
 
THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board advise the Transportation 
Operations Manager to proceed with Option 1 – put forward for the 
positioning of the pedestrian refuge on Wilson Road and that the pedestrian 
refuge be installed as soon as possible. 
 
  

WB5.6.7 Wilson Road Reserve Management Plan - Minute Action 
Reference WB2116.7 
 
Board members advised that there looked to have been no work undertaken 
on the Wilson Road Reserve as summarised in the Minute Action Sheet and 
they would like to see a summary report on the work that should have been 
done and the proposed work to be undertaken as outlined in the recent 
Wilson Road Reserve Management Plan. 
 
  

WB5.6.8 Bay of Plenty Regional Council Bus Routes 
 
The Board reiterated that they had received continually poor service and 
communication from the Bay of Plenty Regional Council in regard to a regular 
bus service for Waihi Beach.  It was generally felt that Waihi Beach had been 
ignored.  A regular bus service was essential for the general health and 
wellbeing and accessibility to social services for many residents of the 
community. 
 
The Bay of Plenty Regional Council had advised that bus schedules had been 
advertised in local newspaper but this was disputed by local residents who 
had not seen any of the schedules. 
 
Board Members would lobby the Bay of Plenty Regional Council in regard to 
ensuring a regular bus service operated to and from Waihi Beach and remind 
the Regional Council that Waihi Beach was within their area of service and 
must be included in their future route planning for regular bus services. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
THAT the Deputy Chief Executive’s Report dated 15 May 2017 and titled 
Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach June 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB5.7 Financial Report Waihi Beach - April 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Management Accountant dated 
17 May 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
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Resolved: Councillor Williams / Member Parsons  
 
THAT the Management Accountant’s report dated 17 May 2017 and titled 
Financial Report Waihi Beach - April 2017 be received. 
 
   

WB5.8 Council, Standing Committee and Community Board Meetings 
 
The Board considered a schedule of meetings for the month of June and 
July 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
That the schedule of meetings for June and July 2017 be received. 
 
   

 
The meeting concluded at 8.35pm. 
 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. _____________________________ 

A Sole 
Chairperson 
Waihi Beach Community Board 
 
_____________________________ 
Date 

 
WB5
 


