
 

 

Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. WB2 of the 
Waihi Beach Community Board held on 13 February 2017  

at the Waihi Beach Community Centre 
commencing at 6.30pm 

 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Members A Sole (Chairperson), M Roberts (Deputy Chairperson), B Hepenstall, R Parsons and 
Councillors D Marshall and M Williams 
 
 
In Attendance 
M Potton (Chief Finance Officer), K Hill (Utilities Manager) and A Alty (Democracy Advisor) 
 
Others 
His Worship the Mayor Garry Webber and ten members of the public 
 
 
Public Forum 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Roberts  
 
THAT the meeting adjourn for the purpose of holding a public forum. 
 
 
Waihi Beach Cycle Trails 
 
Anthony Thompson spoke to the Board advising that he felt that he was not informed about the 
development of cycle trails that would be developed through Waihi Beach. 
 
Mr Thompson was advised that cycle and walking track proposals had been indicated in the 
previous 2015-2025 Long Term Plan and there had been numerous opportunities for public 
input and comment during the consultation process open at that time.  A local cycling interest 
group had worked with the Board and staff to bring forward options for consideration for future 
development which would take a number of years to implement. 
 
 
New Walkway to the Lookout 
 
A question was asked about the cost of the new walkway up to the Lookout noting that 
perhaps monies could have been better spent if funding had been put towards levelling some 
of the hills along the proposed Waihi to Waihi Beach cycle route. 
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The Chairperson advised that the development of the track to the lookout was a completely 
independent project.  Costings for the walkway would be provided at the next Board Meeting. 
 
 
Waihi Beach Clean Up Days 
 
Helen Meiklejohn advised the Board of the following beach clean-up days: 
 Saturday 18 February 9.00am to 11.00am from Tuna Avenue 

 Sunday 5 March 9.00am to 12.00pm from north end of Waihi Beach or Anzac 
Bay (as part of the Sea Week project). 

Ms Meiklejohn advised that the beach/dune collection had been notified throughout the beach. 
 
 
Two Mile Creek 
 
In answer to an inquiry regarding the cost of safety fencing that had been erected for eight 
weeks now, the Utilities Manager advised that the safety fencing in the vicinity of Two Mile 
Creek was not incurring a direct cost to Waihi Beach ratepayers. 
 
In response to a comment from a resident that he hoped the construction area (associated with 
Two Mile Creek) on the corner of Dillon Street and Edinburgh Street would be returned to grass 
(as it used to be), the Utilities Manager advised that it was anticipated to install a low impact 
designed car park after the completion of the work.  He would provide a schematic drawing 
showing the expected finish to the area. 
 
 
Beach Access – 15 Shaw Road 
 
An inquiry was made in regard to the beach access at 15 Shaw Road.  The Utilities Manager 
advised that he would make inquiries regarding the state of the access and report back to the 
Community Board Chairperson. 
 
 
Proposal to Re-Name Waihi Beach Surf Club Reserve 
 
Denise Te Tai introduced herself and spoke to the proposal that was to be considered by the 
Board to re-name the Waihi Beach Surf Club Reserve in honour of her grandmother Norma 
Rosborough, who had been a well know identity throughout Waihi and Waihi Beach for her 
services to the public.  She was described as selfless in her service to the public, firstly as a 
constable’s wife, then as postmistress at Waihi Beach, and also holding a number of executive 
positions on community organisations.  Norma Rosborough passed away in 1977 and was still 
widely remembered in the Waihi Beach community. 
 
 
Events and Promotions 
 
The Chairperson extended congratulations to the Waihi Beach Events and Promotions Society 
for the successful programme of events that had been organised during the summer holiday 
period. 
 



Minutes of WB2 held on 13 February 2017 3 

 
 

 

Nick Mowat, Chairperson of the Waihi Beach Events and Promotions Society, advised the Board 
that the new Information Centre had been very busy over the summer period.  At this point in 
time the Information Centre was operating with a skeleton crew and a call for volunteers to 
help run the Information Centre had gone out. 

 
Ms Mowat noted that WiFi access had been difficult from the Information Centre site.  She was 
advised to notify any problems experienced to the WiFi service provider in the first instance. 
 
 
Waihi Beach Medical Centre Trust 
 
The Board was advised that the Waihi Beach Medical Centre Trust would be holding a public 
open day in the near future on the development of a new medical centre at Waihi Beach. 
 
 
Stormwater Run-Off 
 
Concern was reported in regard to potential stormwater run-off from The Crescent subdivision 
across Citrus Avenue to the Two Mile Creek catchment and the Board was asked what 
stormwater management structures were in place.  The Utilities Manager advised that he would 
pass this information onto the Community Board Chairperson. 
 
 
Car Parking at Brighton Park 
 
Thanks were extended to the Council staff for opening up the parking area at the north end of 
the beach during the recent surf carnival. 
 
 
Bus Service for Waihi Beach 
 
The Board was advised of a Friday bus service now servicing Waihi Beach.  The service was 
operating as a trial and needed to be supported to ensure that it stayed.  The Chairperson 
advised that the Bay of Plenty Regional Council was currently undertaking a review of public 
transport and members of the public should make direct contact with that Council if they had 
any particular issues in this regard. 
 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Roberts 
 
THAT the meeting re-convene in formal session at 7.13pm. 
 
 
WB2.1 Minutes of Meeting No. WB1 of the Waihi Beach Community Board 

 
The Board considered the minutes no. WB1 of the Waihi Beach Community 
Board Meeting held on 28 November 2016 as circulated with the agenda. 
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Resolved: Councillor Williams / Member Hepenstall 
 
THAT the minutes of meeting no. WB1 of the Waihi Beach Community Board 
held on 28 November 2016 as circulated with the agenda be confirmed as a 
true and accurate record. 
 
 

WB2.2 Chairperson's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from the Chairperson dated 25 January 2017 
circulated with the agenda. 
 

WB2.2.1 Request for a Footpath in Ayr Street 
 
The Chairperson advised that he had received a request for a footpath along 
Ayr Street.  This request would be further discussed at the Board’s next 
workshop. 
 
 

WB2.2.2 Wilson Road Pedestrian Refuge 
 
The Board had been advised that the rehabilitation works programmed for 
Wilson Road had been delayed, therefore delaying the proposed installation of 
a pedestrian refuge on the same roadway, that was to be installed at the 
same time. 
 
The Board would like to see the installation of the pedestrian refuge on Wilson 
Road undertaken as an independent project and request that the installation 
be brought forward to be undertaken as soon as possible. 
 
 

WB2.2.3 Compliance Monitoring Report 
 
The Board was advised that they would receive a report of the compliance 
monitoring activities undertaken during the designated period of operation 
from 16 December 2016 to 10 February 2017 at their next meeting. 
 
 

WB2.2.4 Lookout Walkway 
 
The Lookout walkway had been very popular since being developed and it 
was also noted that the Orokawa Bay track continued to have constant high 
visitor numbers. 
 
 

WB2.2.5 Temporary Speed Signs 
 
The installation of temporary 30 kmph speed signs on Beach Road had had 
good effect in warning people to slow down particularly in high pedestrian 
areas by the Top Ten Motor Camp and the Board would like to see the speed 
limit remain in place. 
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WB2.2.6 Correspondence from Western Ward Residents and Ratepayers 
Association - Tsunami Warning System Across the Western Bay 
 
The Board received a letter from the Western Ward Residents and Ratepayers 
Association in regard to tsunami warnings in the Western Bay of Plenty district 
and Tauranga city. 
 
Board Members noted that the current national message currently being aired 
on television was very effective.  As the letter was addressed to the 
Chairperson of the Waihi Beach Community Board, and copied to the other 
Community Board Chairpersons in the Western Bay of Plenty District, the 
Chairperson advised that he would reply to the ratepayers’ association 
outlining the following information provided by the Deputy Chief Executive: 
 
Why are there no sirens in the Western Bay of Plenty? 
The Council had previously investigated installing warning sirens and decided 
not to install them.  There were a number of reasons why they did not 
proceed with sirens.  Firstly, their efficacy was dependent on a number of 
variables (wind direction, infrastructure, local terrain, noise pollution and 
others).  People also needed to know that the delay in authorisation and 
activation of sirens could lose valuable life-saving minutes.  Council use a 
range of alerting tools (including text, email, social media, radio, television 
and mobile vehicle mounted sirens (stingers)) since we know there is no one 
fail safe system. 
 
The best warning sign is that from mother-nature, an earthquake that lasts 
longer than a minute or is strong enough to knock you off your feet. This was 
a sign to head immediately inland or to higher ground.  The national 
advertising campaign for public safety in an earthquake stated ‘If it’s long 
and strong be gone’. 
 
Future public alerting options 
The Bay of Plenty Civil Defence Emergency Management Group supports a 
nationally consistent warning system and we are working with the Ministry of 
Civil Defence and Emergency Management on the development of cell 
broadcasting capability. The Council will continue to monitor the need and 
efficiency of sirens and whether or not neighbouring councils install them.  As 
stated above sirens are only one of many alerting tools. 
 
How can I find out if I am at risk from a tsunami? 
Visit www.bopcivildefence.govt.nz and click on the ‘Documents’ tab (top 
right), select ‘Tsunami Evacuation Maps’ and then enter the word ‘Maps’ into 
the search bar.  You will see a list of maps for the Bay of Plenty.  Locate the 
suburb you live in and view the evacuation map. 
 
Text alerts - How can I register for text alerts? 
If you would like to register for text alerts you can visit our website 
www.bopcivildefence.govt.nz or you can use your mobile phone to register.  
Simply text the two letters for the area you live to 2028 (i.e. text WB to 2028 
if you live in the Western Bay of Plenty District Council area). 
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WB2.2.7 Letter from Marion and Peter Robertson - Bus Shelter and 
Gateway to Athenree 
 
The Board received a letter from Marion and Peter Robertson noting concerns 
about the untidy entranceway to Athenree and the old and dirty bus stop in 
the same area. 
 
The Board was advised that the old bus stop/shed had been removed, the 
poles in the area had been removed and the area generally tidied.  The 
mound of dirt had been left as children in the area were using this for a BMX 
bicycle jump play area.  Council staff had contacted Mrs Robertson who was 
pleased with the outcome. 
 
 

WB2.2.8 Letter from Waihi Beach Focus Group 
 
The Board received a letter from Don Fraser on behalf of the Waihi Beach 
Focus Group that was set up a year ago.  The group had a membership of 
102 enthusiastic people who were wanting to make a positive contribution to 
the Waihi Beach Community.  They had indicated that they would like 
undertake tasks to make the town centre look cleaner and also get involved in 
planting in the village area. 
 
The Board was pleased to hear from the Group and representatives would be 
asked to provide a rough plan of their ideas and invited to present those to a 
Board workshop for consideration and referral to staff.  The current Worksafe 
Health and Safety Guidelines by which Council must abide would prohibit 
members of the group working on public roadway areas but their willingness 
to be involved in the community should be applauded and encouraged. 
 
 

WB2.2.9 Future Growth Directions at Waihi Beach 
 
The Chairperson outlined that it was important that the Board give 
consideration to the future growth directions that were available in our 
community area.  The Board needed to be talking to interested parties, 
groups and individuals to find out what they wanted for their future 
community. 
 
 

WB2.2.10 Significant Council Processes 
 
The Chairperson advised that work was about to start on the Long Term Plan 
and there would be some community engagement undertaken in the area.  
The review of the Reserves Management Plan and the Consent of the Waihi 
Beach Rock Revetment were also to be considered later this year. 
 
 
 
 
 



Minutes of WB2 held on 13 February 2017 7 

 
 

 

WB2.2.11 Attendance at LGNZ Community Board Chairs Workshop 
 
The Chairperson advised that he had received notice regarding a workshop 
facilitated by LGNZ to provide guidance and advice to Community Board 
Chairs on topics such as Codes of Conduct, chairing meetings, and the new 
Community Board Guide to be held on Saturday 11 February at Taupo.  The 
cost for attendance is $100.00. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Marshall / Member Parsons 
 
THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board approve the attendance of the Waihi 
Beach Community Board Chairperson at the LGNZ Workshop to be held on 
11 February 2017 funded from the Waihi Beach Community Board 
Contingency Account. 
 
 

WB2.2.12 Hanlen Avenue Speed Hump 
 
The Chairperson advised that he had received a signature list from seven 
property owners supporting an earlier request to have the Hanlen Avenue 
Speed Hump removed.  The removal of the speed hump had been supported 
by the Transport Operations Manager for the reasons the residents provided 
in the letter first presented to the Board within the Chairpersons Report WB1 
11 November 2016. 
 
A service request would be initiated for the removal of the speed hump. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Roberts 
 
THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board Chairperson’s Report dated 
25 January 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB2.3 Councillor's Report 
 
Councillors Marshall and Williams made a verbal report on the following: 
 
Council had been in recess since the 15 December 2016, with the first formal 
business meeting being held on 2 February 2017.  A number of policy and 
planning workshops had been held in regard to the process that would be 
adopted for the forthcoming ‘roll out’ of the Long Term Plan’. 
 
Resolved: Councillors Williams / Marshall 
 
THAT the verbal Report from Councillors Marshall and Williams be received. 
 
 

WB2.4 Anzac Day Commemoration 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Democracy Advisor dated 
16 January 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
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It was noted that Councillor Marshall may attend the Anzac Service 
Commemoration Service at Katikati and if that was case then only one wreath 
would be laid on behalf of the Waihi Beach Community Board and the 
Western Bay of Plenty District Council at the Waihi Beach 2017 Anzac Day 
Commemoration Service. 
 
Resolved:  Member Parsons / Roberts 
 
1. THAT the Democracy Advisor’s report dated 16 January 2017 and titled 

Anzac Day Commemoration 2017 be received. 
 

2. THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board provide a wreath for the 2017 
ANZAC Day Service, to be paid from the Waihi Beach Community Board 
Contingency Account (up to the value of $200). 

 
 

WB2.5 Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach - February 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Acting Group Manager Infrastructure 
Services dated 20 January 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 

WB2.5.1 Review of Waste Management and Minimisation Plan (WMMP) 
 
The Board was advised that the adoption of the revised Waste Management 
and Minimisation Plan remained for mid 2017 with the milestone activities 
being: 

 Issues and Options to Council 
 Draft Waste Management and Minimisation Plan prepared and presented  
 Consultation with key stakeholders 
 Hearings, deliberations and adoption of Waste Management and 

Minimisation Plan 
 
It was noted that statistical records showed that there had been minimal 
increase in recycling over the years despite the availability and 
encouragement to recycle and in reality people say they do, but they do not 
do as well as they could. 
 
 

WB2.5.2 Home Worm Composting Workshop 
 
The Board noted that the Western Bay initiative for learning the basics of worm 
composting or ‘vermi-composting’ was scheduled to be held at the Katikati War 
Memorial Hall on 18 February from 1.00pm to 3.00pm.  While the Worm 
Composting Workshops for the public had not been well advertised, they were 
quickly over subscribed and the Utilities Manager advised that there may be 
an opportunity to organise additional workshops later in the year. 
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WB2.5.3 Townsman 
 
The Board was advised that the expectation of the duties of the townsman by 
Council and the Board had not been met and staff would be giving focus on 
ensuring contract requirements, and if the level of service required 
amendment, the necessary changes would be made subject to financial 
considerations. 
 
The Board supported the ‘townsman’ concept and hoped that this aspect of 
town centre management could be factored into future service contract 
arrangements. 
 
Resolved: Members Sole / Parsons 
 
THAT the Acting Group Manager Instructure Services Report dated 
20 January 2017 and titled Infrastructure Services Report Waihi Beach – 
February 2017 be received. 
 
 

WB2.6 Proposal to Re-Name Waihi Beach Surf Club Reserve 
 
The Board considered a report from the Legal Property Officer Reserves and 
Facilities dated 25 January 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
The Board received the background information in regard to the proposal to 
re-name the Waihi Beach Surf Club Reserve.  The Board supported the 
proposal and recognised the contribution that Norma Rosborough had made 
to the Waihi Beach community. 
 
Resolved: Members Hepenstall /Parsons 
 
1. THAT the Legal Officer Reserves and Facilities report, dated 

25 January 2017, and titled “Proposal to Re-name Waihi Beach Surf Club 
Reserve” be received. 
 

2. THAT the Waihi Beach Community Board is in favour of the proposal to 
change the name of Waihi Beach Surf Club Reserve land. 
 

3. That the Waihi Beach Community Board support the name change of the 
Waihi Beach Surf Club Reserve to be the Norma Rosborough Reserve. 

 
 

WB2.7 Financial Report Waihi Beach - December 2016 
 
The Board considered a report from the Financial Accountant dated 
16 January 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons/ Roberts 
 
THAT the Financial Accountant’s report dated 16 January 2017 and titled 
Financial Report Waihi Beach - December 2016 be received. 
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WB2.8 Council, Standing Committee and Community Board Meetings 
 
The Board considered a schedule of meetings for the months of February and 
March 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Parsons / Roberts 
 
That the schedule of meetings for February and March 2017 be received. 
 
 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.16pm. 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. _____________________________ 

A Sole 
Chairperson 
Waihi Beach Community Board 
 
_____________________________ 
Date 

 
WB2
 


