
Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. TP5 of the 
Te Puke Community Board held on 15 June 2017 

at the Te Puke Library and Service Centre  
commencing at 7.00pm 

 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Members B Button (Deputy Chairperson), and J Dugmore and Councillors G Dally and 
J Scrimgeour 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
R Davie (Group Manager Policy, Planning and Regulatory Services), P Clark (Development 
Engineering Manager) and A Alty (Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Others 
 
His Worship the Mayor G Webber 
13 Members of the Public 
One Member of the Press 
 
 
Apologies 
 
There were no apologies. It was noted that Chairperson Miller was on leave of absence. 
 
 
Public Forum 
 
Resolved: Member Spratt / Councillor Scrimgeour  
 
THAT the meeting adjourn for the purpose of holding a public forum. 
 
 
Te Puke GymSport  
 
Members of Te Puke GymSport spoke to the Board outlining the establishment history of Te 
Puke GymSport in the community.  The Board was advised that currently the GymSport was 
paying a commercial rent for their premises and there had been an indication that this was 
to increase.  The non-profit organisation was governed by eight volunteers, had ten paid 
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coaches, 295 permanent members and catered for over 2000 casual members and 
participants within various programmes over a twelve-month period. 
 
Te Puke GymSport would be looking for assistance to find a piece of suitable land on which 
to construct a suitable new building and would make a formal presentation to the next Te 
Puke Community Board in this regard. 
 
Karyl Gunn spoke in support of Te Puke GymSport reiterating that she had been an 
advocate for the organisation for a number of years.  She was amazed at the impact, and 
value of commitment and contribution they had achieved in Te Puke and was aware that 
they were seeking new premises for the future. 
 
In her support of Te Puke GymSport she reiterated that she did not support any suggestion 
that a building be sited on Jubilee Park as this was a designated ‘green space’ and should 
remain that way.  The most logical and suitable space for a new gymsport building would be 
within Centennial Park to develop a future sports hub in keeping with rugby, tennis and 
cricket club sports that were already in the immediate locale.  The request for a new 
gymsport building should be included in the Long Term Plan. 
 
Representatives of Te Puke GymSport advised that they would be making a formal 
presentation to the next Te Puke Community Board in regard to a request for assistance for 
a new building. 
 
Re-development of Old Railway Station 
 
Mr Henry Phillips was in attendance and spoke to the Board on his progress in regard to 
developing the Old Railway Station and the council land immediately in-front of the building. 
 
The Board was aware that it was the developer’s responsibility to ascertain the feeling of the 
community as to whether the old information kiosk should be removed or not as it had been 
originally installed by local community service groups.  Mr Philipps advised that he had 
contacted the local Rotary and past Lions Club organisation members and they were happy 
for the kiosk to be removed. 
 
Advice was given to Mr Phillips that confirmation of ‘agreement to remove’ should be 
presented in writing and that the removal of the kiosk would be undertaken at no cost to 
Council. 
 
Mr Phillips reminded Board members of the newspaper article that had been first circulated 
in the Te Puke Times on 2 December 2015 that depicted the proposed kiwifruit sculptures 
that would clearly identify Te Puke as the kiwifruit capital of the world, that he envisaged 
would be erected in front of the Old Railway Station. 
 
The Board agreed that the development throughout the township was looking great and the 
refurbishment of the Old Railway Station area would compliment the overall township 
entrance development. 
 
A Guide to the Proposed Kaituna River Document 
 
Councillor Scrimgeour gave an overview in relation to the Kaituna River submission process 
underway from 27 May to 24 July 2017. 
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He stressed that the submission process presented an opportunity for the community to 
contribute to the development of the First Kaituna River document.  When the Kaituna River 
document was approved, the vision, objectives and desired outcomes would influence 
regional and district planning decisions associated with the river.  The distributed 
information outlined eight objectives and included 21 desired outcomes with the proposed 
vision stating that “the Kaituna River is in a healthy state and protected for current and 
future generations”. 
 
He urged members of the public to read and make their submissions to the document 
before 24 July 2017. 
 
Resolved: Member Spratt / Councillor Dally  
 
THAT the meeting reconvene in formal session at 7.36 pm  
 
 
TP5.1 Presentation - Creative Bay of Plenty 

 
The Board considered a presentation from Dawn Hutchesson, Project 
Manager for the sub-regional arts and culture strategy, who was in 
attendance to present to the Board on the communications and engagement 
components of the sub-regional strategy currently being undertaken.  The 
Board was advised that Mark Boyle from the Te Puke Economic 
Development Group was a member of the Creative Coalition. 
 
Ms Hutcheson advised that the Arts and Culture Steering Group – Creative 
Coalition had adopted the phrase “A community with arts and culture at its 
heart creates a culture of innovation and new thinking that drives 
economic wealth and wellbeing.”  “Where there is artistic excellence there 
is human integrity and dignity”.   
 
The review encompassed Visionary – Vocalising – Vibrancy – Valuing – 
Viability and Vitality strategies and the public were encouraged to make 
submissions by filling out the on-line survey form on the Creative Bay of 
Plenty Website with submissions closing on 30 June 2017. 
 
Ms Hutchesson advised that she would be giving her presentation to as 
many community groups as she could to spread the word about the review 
of the arts and cultural strategy with the final strategy presented to both 
Councils for adoption in October or November of this year. 
 
The Board was advised that various community groups had been invited to 
attend a Sector Hui on 29th June to discuss the draft arts and culture 
strategy. 
 
The Board thanked Ms Hutchesson for her presentation. 

 
Resolved: Councillors Scrimgeour / Dally  
 
THAT the presentation from the Project Manager for the sub-regional arts 
and culture strategy to the Te Puke Community Board be received. 



Minutes of TP5 held on 15 June 2017 4 
 
 
TP5.2 Minutes of Meeting No. TP4 of the Te Puke Community Board held 

on 4 May 2017 
 
The Board considered the minutes no. TP4 of the Te Puke Community 
Board for the meeting held on 4 May 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Member Spratt / Councillor Scrimgeour 
 
THAT the Minutes from meeting no. TP4 of the Te Puke Community Board 
held on 4 May 2017 as circulated with the agenda, be confirmed as a true 
and correct record. 
   
 

TP5.3 Chairperson's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from the Chairperson dated 29 May 2017 as 
circulated with the agenda. 
   

TP5.3.1 Commerce Lane Carpark Option 
 
In regard to the Te Puke Economic Development Group presentation at the 
last Community Board Meeting with reference to Page 2, Point 5 of the 
report on parking options it was suggested that the carpark area behind 
the Giftrapt, Kebabs and Sushi shops on Commerce Lane “be sealed at 
Council’s cost” and that “Council negotiate with the land owner(s) a split of 
private/public carparks” in this space.  
 
At the last Community Board workshop, the Board considered the 
suggestion that the Board request the cost of sealing this carpark area and 
the Board consider paying for this from the Board Reserve account when 
those costs were advised and further considered. 
 
To allow further consideration the Board requested that the Transportation 
Operations Manager provide costs for the sealing of the carpark area 
behind the commercial premises of Giftrapt, Kebabs and Sushi Shops on 
Commerce Lane, so that the information was included with the wider 
parking review that would be undertaken following the parking survey 
currently underway. 
 

 TP5.3.2 Railway Line 
 
The Board had earlier discussed the overgrown and unkempt state of the Te 
Puke railway line running through the Te Puke town at their workshop and 
agreed that a letter be sent to KiwiRail management about this. 
 
Resolved: Member Spratt / Councillor Scrimgeour  
 
THAT the agreed letter be sent to Kiwi Rail management outlining concerns 
relating to the rubbish that has been observed accumulating along side the 
railway line that ran through Te Puke. 
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TP5.3.3 Old Barnardo's Building 

 
The Board was aware that there was some interest from various community 
groups in regards to the future use of the old Barnardos building.  It had 
been advised at the Operations and Monitoring Committee in May that a 
short term lease arrangement had been made with Te Puke Plunket to use 
the building until such time as the new Plunket building currently under 
construction had been completed. 
  

TP5.3.4 Change to Te Puke Recycling Centre Hours of Operation 
 
The Board had received a request for the Operations and Monitoring 
Committee to re-consider an adjustment to the hours of operation for the Te 
Puke Recycling facility.  It had been pointed out to the Board that working 
residents would like the opportunity to drop off their re-cycling on their 
way to work in the morning. To satisfy this request the Board would like to 
suggest that the hours of operation for Tuesdays be changed to 7.30am to 
1.30pm.  This did not increase the opening hours so there should not be 
an increase in the operating costs.  
 
Resolved:  Members Spratt / Dugmore  
 
THAT the Te Puke Community Board recommend to the Operations and 
Monitoring Committee that the hours of operation for the public at the Te 
Puke Recycling Centre for Tuesdays be changed from 9.00am until 3.30pm 
to 7.30am until 1.30pm.   
 
  

TP5.3.5 Parking of Heavy Trucks in Urban/Residential Areas 
 
The Board was aware of concerns raised by the Maketu Community Board 
in regard to heavy trucks being parked in urban/residential streets.  The 
following issues had been raised: 
 
• Early morning start-ups woke neighbouring residents. 
• Heavy vehicles parked on the berms – partially blocking roadways and 
 footpaths. 
• Footpaths and berms were being damaged. 
• Vehicles were not adequately lit and were not clearly visible at night 
 creating a danger to other road users. 
 
Similar issues had been previously discussed by the Te Puke Community 
Board and in October 2015 they had put a recommendation forward 
requesting Council to give future consideration to implementing a Bylaw 
prohibiting parking of heavy vehicles in urban/residential streets.  Council 
chose not to adopt the recommendation for a bylaw prohibiting parking of 
heavy vehicles in urban/residential areas. 
 
The Group Manager Policy, Planning and Regulatory Services Manager 
advised that in the first instance she would be happy to report back to the 
Board with an outline of particular issues relating to a proposal to 
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implement a bylaw to prohibit parking of heavy vehicles in 
urban/residential streets within the Western Bay of Plenty District. 
 
Resolved: Member Spratt / Councillor Dally 
 
THAT the Te Puke Community Board Chairperson’s Report dated 
29 May 2017 be received. 
 
  

TP5.4 Councillor's Report 
 
The Board considered a report from Councillor Scrimgeour dated 
29 May 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Scrimgeour / Member Spratt  
 
THAT the report from Councillor Scrimgeour dated 29 May 2017 be received. 
 
   

TP5.5 Infrastructure Services Report Te Puke - June 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Deputy Chief Executive dated 
25 May 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 

TP5.5.1 Water Meter Installation Project - Metered Water Charges 
 
Board members mentioned that they were aware of concerns in relation to 
the metered water charges.  It was agreed that when the installation of 
water meters across the total district had been completed there would be a 
review of the overall charging rates to ensure the best and fairest model for 
charges for water availability and use were in place. 
 

TP5.5.2 Te Puke Highway 
 
The attending Development Engineering Manager reported on the following 
in relation to the Te Puke Highway Upgrade: 
 
• Town Centre Upgrade 

- The Development Engineering Manager advised that if anyone 
had any worries in regard to the recent projects undertaken or 
were aware of any defects they should put in a service request to 
Council. 

- Response to the unmarked car parks (left unmarked as a trial) 
had been very negative and the parking lines in that specific car 
park area would be installed in the near future. 

 
• Waitangi Improvements 

- Safety work including car parking and the installation of a footpath 
from the Waitangi School to the Urupa were being undertaken.  
Additional funding from the New Zealand Transport Agency for the 
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construction of a protection wall by the Waitangi Urupa had been 
positively received by Waitangi Iwi. 

- Further pavements works in the area were on hold for the winter 
construction period. 

- Speed Limit Changes at Waitangi - At this time it had been 
indicated that while Council had approved the new speed limit in 
Waitangi to 60km/h with variable 40km/h signage to be installed 
for the school there was some dissatisfaction and disappointment 
with the approved 60km/h limit. 

 
Resolved: Councillor Scrimgeour / Member Spratt  
 
THAT the Deputy Chief Executive report dated 25 May 2017 and titled 
Infrastructure Services Report Te Puke - June 2017 be received. 
 
  

TP5.6 Financial Report Te Puke - April 2017 
 
The Board considered a report from the Management Accountant dated 
23 May 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Scrimgeour / Member Spratt  
 
THAT the Management Accountant’s report dated 23 May 2017 and titled 
Financial Report Te Puke - April 2017 be received. 
 
   

TP5.7 Council, Standing Committee and Community Board Meetings 
 
The Board considered a schedule of meetings for the month of June and 
July 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Member Spratt / Councillor Scrimgeour   
 
THAT the schedule of meetings for June and July 2017 be received. 
 
   

 
The meeting concluded at 8.35 pm 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. _____________________________ 

B Button 
Deputy Chairperson 
Te Puke Community Board 
 
_____________________________ 
Date 

 
 
TP5
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