
Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 

 

 

 

Minutes of Meeting No. RUR1 of the Rural Committee 

 held on 14 February 2017 in the Council Chamber, Barkes Corner, Tauranga 

commencing at 1.30pm 

 

 

 

 

Present 
 

Councillor K Marsh (Chairperson), Councillors G Dally, M Dean, M Lally, P Mackay, 

D Marshall, M Murray-Benge, J Palmer, J Scrimgeour, D Thwaites, M Williams and His 

Worship the Mayor G J Webber 

 

 

In Attendance 
 

M Taris (Chief Executive Officer), G Allis (Deputy Chief Executive), M Potton (Chief Financial 

Officer), E Holtsbaum (Group Manager Technology, Customer and Community Services), 

P Watson (Reserves and Facilities Manager), B Williams (Strategic Property Manager), 

P Martelli (Resource Management Manager), J Paterson (Transport Infrastructure Manager), 

F Sweeney (Democracy Management Advisor) and M Parnell (Democracy Advisor) 

 

 

Late Item 
 

The Chairperson advised that there was a late item for the Committee to consider for 

inclusion in the open session, titled “Presentation from PowerCo”. 

 

The reason that this item had not been included in the agenda was that it was not available 

at the time of closure of the agenda, and the reason that it could not be delayed to the next 

standard meeting of the Rural Committee is because the period of submission to their 

proposal was now open. 

 

Resolved: Thwaites / Mackay 

 

THAT, in accordance with Section 46A (7) of the Local Government Official Information and 

Meetings Act the item titled “Presentation from PowerCo” be considered as a late item of 

open business on the agenda. 
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Presentations 
 

RUR1.1 Te Puna Hall Update 

 
Richard Comyn, the Chairperson of Heartlands Te Puna, was invited to 

speak regarding the current Te Puna Hall project. 

 

Mr Comyn expressed concerns regarding the following: 

 The New Zealand Transport Agency was Council’s agency in upcoming 

Resource Management discussions and Mr Comyn felt this was a 

conflict of interest since the New Zealand Transport Agency stood to 

benefit from a positive outcome. 

 There had not been a lot of communication with the community, 

which had resulted in misinformation being shared which could be 

solved with more robust consultation with the community. 

 

The Chairperson thanked Mr Comyn for his candour and invited the 

Strategic Property Manager and Chris Farnsworth, Senior Project Manager, 

New Zealand Transport Agency, to update the group and speak to Te Puna 

Heartland’s concerns. 

 

The Strategic Property Manager confirmed that the New Zealand Transport 

Agency had had many meeting with the Te Puna Hall Committee, who had 

been tasked with representing the Te Puna community in the matter of the 

hall project, and confirmed that a site had been selected.  He advised that 

the New Zealand Transport Agency was engaged in a notification 

procedure that was due to be completed at the end of the month and that 

they were currently taking expressions of interest from builder for the 

project.  Mr Farnsworth further explained that the New Zealand Transport 

Agency’s involvement in the development was required under the Public 

Works Act 1981. 

 

In response to questions, Mr Farnsworth advised: 

 There had been a huge consultation process with the Hall Committee 

that in resulted in the selection of the current site and the design of 

the building that had been finalised. 

 A complication had arisen regarding the site selected and a Notice of 

Designation had been instigated to remedy this.  This would like result 

in a hearing process where the public could make submissions to, 

which is why the New Zealand Transport Agency was acting as agency 

for the Council. 

 

The Strategic Property Manager advised he was happy to provide 

additional communication to the Te Puna community regarding the status 

of the project. 

 

The Chairperson thanked the Strategic Property Manager and Chris 

Farnworth for their update and requested that Mr Farnsworth update the 
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Rural Committee regarding the Minden Roundabout Project while he was 

present. 

 

Mr Farnworth advised of the following: 

 The project was due to be completed in June 2017. 

 A consultation period had been set for the end of March and the 

beginning of April and involved open days for the community. 

 Consideration for the safety of the Northern Corridor was paramount, 

which included but was not limited to: 

- The possibility of continuing the four lane road that started at the 

off ramp onto Fifteenth Avenue through to as far as the 

designation would allow. 

- The use of barriers in individual safety hot spots. 

- Consultation for the portion of the road going through the Katikati 

township. 

 

Mr Farnsworth thanks the Rural Committee for their time and indicated he 

would like to address them again once the Notice of Designation had been 

resolved and the timeline moving forward was more concrete. 

 

Resolved: Mayor Webber / Murray-Benge 
 
THAT the presentation from Te Puna Heartlands and updates from the 

Strategic Property Manager and New Zealand Transport Agency be 

received. 

 
 

RUR1.2 Presentation from Powerco 

 
Matthew Ogier, the Customer Experience Manager from Powerco, was in 

attendance to present an investment proposal for the Western Bay of 

Plenty’s local electricity network.  Mr Ogier also introduced his colleagues, 

Ben Higginbotham, Regional Account Manager, and Neville Goodwin, 

Eastern Regional Planning Manager, and tabled and spoke to a powerpoint 

presentation and video.  

In response to questions, Mr Ogier advised: 

 The cost to consumers for improvements would be minimal and 

passed to customers through the company who provided their 

electricity.  While this was as yet unquantifiable, they expected that 

the change would be between $1.00 and $1.50 per week. 

 While Powerco were constantly improving their systems, they were 

unable to guarantee uninterrupted power to all customers at all times 

as there were many factors that Powerco did not have control over. 

 

The Chairperson thanked the group from Powerco for their presentation. 
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Decisions 
 

RUR1.3 Rural Committee Work Programme Discussion Paper 

 

The Rural Committee considered a report from the Deputy Chief Executive 

Officer dated 1 February 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 

 

After much discussion the following direction was given: 

 The delegation for rural halls would revert back to the Community 

Committee. 

 The delegations for operational matters including seal extensions, 

unsealed roads, roading allocations and rural fire would revert back to 

the Operations and Monitoring Committee. 

 The Rural Committee would be responsible for engagement and 

relationship building with rural sector organisations, understanding 

their issues and what Council can do for them (including site visits 

where necessary) and reporting this to SmartGrowth via the Rural 

Forum. 

 

Resolved: Webber / Murray-Benge 

 

1. THAT the Deputy Chief Executive Officer’s report dated 
1 February 2017 and titled “Rural Committee Work Programme 
Discussion Paper” be received. 
 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of low 

significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement 

Policy. 

 
 

Information 
 

RUR1.4 Rural Infrastructure Services Briefing Report - February 2017 

 

The Rural Committee considered a report from the Deputy Chief Executive 

Officer dated 24 January 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 

 

The Transport Infrastructure Manager reported on seal extension in the 

area and showed photos of the completed projects.  He advised that there 

had been discussion with Westlink about reducing costs and that trials 

were underway achieve this while still achieving the standard width and 

adding safety features where required.  He also advised that the roading 

work completed so far was done so on budget. 

 

 

3.17pm Councillor Lally withdraw from the meeting. 
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In response to a question, the Transport Infrastructure Manager explained 

that the current projects were not necessarily being completed in the order 

that they were listed if savings could be made by completing other projects 

earlier.  The Deputy Chief Executive advised that there was pressure on 

resourcing at the moment and that the projects were being completed as 

quickly as practicable. 

 

Resolved: Mackay / Williams 

 

1. THAT the Deputy Chief Executive’s report dated 24 January 2017 and 

titled Rural Infrastructure Services Briefing February 2017 be received. 

 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is not considered significant 

in terms of Council’s policy on Significance. 

 
 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 3.24pm. 

 

 

RUR1 


