
Submission from Andrea Watts 

Would you like to speak with the Elected Members about your views? If you ticked 'yes' we 

will be in touch to arrange a date and time. Depending on the number and location of 

submitters, roundtable discussions will be held at a number of venues across the District, 

during the week commencing 10 April 2017.  

Yes 

Questions 

Please answer the following questions about the Draft Inner Harbour and Coastal Erosion Policy. 

Overall do you support the proposed draft policy? 

Somewhat support 

Inner Harbour and Coastal Erosion Protection, Future Subdivisions and Intensification - see 

Section 4.1: 

What do you think about the proposed precautionary approach of ensuring any new 

subdivision and land development is designed to mitigate future erosion issues?  

I thought this was already in place...example...pio shores subdivision had to be planned well back 

from the sand dunes.  

Council owned land - see Section 4.1: 

In general, what do you think about the proposed assessment approach on land owned by 

Council such as reserves and strips?  

Does not give enough information for me to make a decision on this question 

Regarding the above question, what do you think about the following proposed management 

options to mitigate erosion on land owned by Council of: 

- Do nothing 

- Adaptive erosion 

- Holding the line? 

See Sections 5-6.  

Holding the line. This is the best approach as long as it dosent cost too much money. 

Please provide any other feedback on the draft policy. 

I would like to leave any further dialog untill i can talk to someone from council. hopefully there will 

be a time and date set up for this for waihi beach - bowentown residents to ask further questions. 

Submission of Shana Carlan-Riddell 



Submission of Shana Carlan-Riddell 

I hope I am not too late submitting my viewpoint on the idea of extending the rock wall further down 

Waihi Beach? A neighbour dropped in with the printed out information from your website about the 

project, and historical information published by WBOP only recently so I hope not! I was very 

alarmed by the news, and have been very worried about it since.( I see the rocks project happening 

on the stream, and I think that is necessary as the flooding could affect the larger storm water system 

around Wilson Road and upstream.) 

I have since registered for your notifications, so hopefully I will be more up with what is happening. 

In any case, I would like to say that I am completely opposed to the idea. 

 I noted that there is no legal requirement or precedent for council to be obliged to protect any

public or private land from erosion.

 I noted that the impetus for the project is from the Flat White Cafe, shareholders of it, and the

beachfront property owners along Shaw Road (is that true?).

 I heard that it was in response to a requirement for those owners to move their

houses/buildings in the event of a retreat in the shoreline, (is that true?). This would therefore

be in their financial interest to have council and ratepayers build a rock wall for the protection

of their private property.

 I read that there are real effects on the beach and dunes around the now walled areas, because

of the dynamics of the waves bouncing back off the wall in high tides. I have noted the

changes since the first rock wall was put in and notice "channeling" and holes in the surf,

where it used to be smooth, and much safer for swimming. I have been caught in rips in these

areas, flowing out through those channels, where the landscape of sand in front of the wall

has changed. Have the safety of swimmers been taken into account, by the council in making

this consideration?

 The walls are unsightly and unattractive. They catch rubbish, debris, and dead things that

stink, that are impossible to remove as they are wedged into the wall.

 If the property owners want to build their own fortifications, it should be on their own

private land, at their expense, completely.

To conclude: The beach front owners of properties bought or built their homes in full awareness 

and cognisance of the risks of erosion. They should not expect council to subsidise the protection 

of those properties. If the property owners want to build their own fortifications, it should be on 

their own private land, at their expense, completely. (I know I have said that twice, for emphasis). 

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my views. 

Kind regards 

Shana Carlan-Riddell 

52 Dillon Street 

Waihi Beach 


