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Submitter I D 422 
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SUBMISSION TUAPIRO POINT 

Richard Prince 

Tabled Document 
Meeting No. PP14 

Date: 6 August 2018 
Submission No.: 422 
Name: Richard Prince 

The main thrust of Ngati Te Wai's demands is the kaimoana are impacted. 

What are we talking about -

Titiko - Amphibola Crenata 

This is a mud snail. It lives in the inter-tidal area of mudflats. They eat by sifting 
the mud for organic matter and as they move leave behind a continuous trail of 
mucus and faecal matter. 

Cockles -A bi-valve that burrows under the sand 

These we found in abundance along the seaward side of the Point. These have 
to be dug for as they are generally 100 -150mm under the surface. 

Both the snails and the cockles are small in size both are comparable with those 
we found in a midden which contained mainly cockles with only a few snails. 

NB - Titiko (mud snails) - Important to note they do not live on sand. 

Except for the two mud-flat areas on the inside estuary side of the Point, the rest 
is sand and therefore no titiko exist there. 

Aerial photo -showing areas of mud-flats and sand. 

Surveys of the mudflat areas showed snail populations of between 12 and 40 
snails per m2 in areas where they are present. 
Snail number seem to vary as an earilier walk-around found fewer snails. 
Birds also eat them. 
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Claim of importance for kaimoana collection 
Talking to riders, visitors and local residents no one can remember having seen 
anyone collecting snails, which suggests that Tuapiro Point's value for kaimoana 
is more imaginary than real. 

Horse manure- Of course this should be picked up. This is the requirement 
under the by-law. This is a policing matter, not a requirement for a by-law 
change. Everything poos -dogs, birds, fish, even the titiko! 

The most extraordinary part of this debacle, is the Council's eagerness to 
acquiesce to Ngati Te Wai's demands. Council has requested no evidence from 
Ngati Te Wai and nor did they make any independent effort to verify the claims 
by talking to, discussing with or consulting the horse riders . They immediately 
drafted a by-law to exclude horses from Tuapiro Point. While pre-determination 
may not have been the council's plan, it certainly has the whiff of it. Remember 
perception is everything . 

At the Waihi Beach meeting Council staff conceded that the by-law review is not 
based on independent evidence confirming damage but is about "feelings". 
"Feelings" is not an evidential term. It seems no thought was given to the 
"feelings" of the horse riders and wider community. If Council decisions are 
based on "feelings" it is little wonder there are disasters like Bella Vista. 

As for today's submission process, not to allow individual submissions, but an 
unwanted group arrangment has only heightened feelings of resentment and of 
not being listened to. As for the extension of 20 to 30 minutes, too little too late. 
The allowing of submitters demanding the ban speaking last is not a good look 
as it is they who should have to establish their case and then allow those that 
support the status quo the ability to contest it. Many see this as an affront to 
democracy 

The community upset over Tuapiro Point is one of the Council's own making, by 
proposing to ban horses based on Ngati Te Wai's assertions without verification. 
"Feelings" are not a basis for alienating a large part of your community. 
Please remember assertions are not facts. 
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I know you are looking for compromise. I suggest the proposed changes to 
horse riding at Taupiro Point be dropped but the discrete area of mud-flats 
where the Titiko are, be fenced off with suitable signage. Nothing expensive- a 
few warratahs and some fencing wire is adequate. This will allow horse riding 
and protection of the kiamoana, so satisfying Ngati Te Wai and the horse-riders. 

It Is worth noting the this is not a "zero sum game". Any concessions made by 
the horse riders are a loss to them and a gain to Ngati Te Wai. Ngati Te Wai 
currently have no rights regarding Tuapiro Pt and so can make no concessions. 
Theirs is one of only modifying their demands. 
If Ngati Te Wai aren't collecting kaimoana, then most of their complaints against 
the horses have little vailidity. It seems that what they want is control over The 
Point. They want to be officially recognised as kaitiaki/mana whenua. They 
want it to be policed by their own people and to be paid by ratepayers. The 
longer objective seems to be to exclude anyone they don't approve. 

578 submissions, 96% in favour of retaining the status quo regarding horses on 
Tuapiro Point. Listen to your community and respect their wishes. 
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uThe fact that one group has been here longer than others does not make its members 

more New Zealand than later arrivals nor give them the right to exclude others from full 

participation in the national life." 

Michael King, NZ author & historian 

Kia ora, 

Tabled Document 
Meeting No: PP14 

Date: 6 August 2018 
Submission No.: 619 
Name: Sally Goodyear 

I do not envy you your task. The feeling amongst the community is that this goes further 

than just Tuapiro. It actually has an influence on the whole of New Zealand. The right to 

access public beaches. Tuapiro beach is a reserve for a multitude of activities. It is a beach 

ideally suited to recreation and as such access should be available to all who enjoy and 

value its beauty. 

Last year, in a letter to The Tauranga Western Riding Club, Western Bay CEO Mrs Miriam 

Taris states; 

" ... I appreciate your comments relating to the impact that black swans may have on the 

harbour environment; however, swans and shore birds are a more natural part of the 

ecosystem and unable to be managed through a bylaw, whereas the riding of horses is an 
area that the effects can be regulated and managed through the provisions of a bylaw". 

Well Mrs Taris, I bet those 6,000 swans are looking pretty tame right now in comparison to 

the groundswell of feeling generated by trying to ban horses. I think you underestimated 

the horse riders and the support shown by the community as a whole. We're not the easy 

target after all. And for the record, what that number of swans and geese are doing to the 

ecosystem is far from natural! 

Ngati Te Wai have stated that they will pursue this further if the decision does not go their 

way. But please be advised that the horse riding community will not roll over on this one 

either. If the Free Speech Coalition can raise $50,000 in one week, I'm sure the right to 

access beaches would gain similar support. 

To my knowledge, WBOP District Council is the only council in New Zealand which is 

banning horses from all beaches. Not a happy claim to fame! Tauranga, Auckland, 

Wellington, Christchurch all allow horse riding and they have far larger populations. We're 

not asking for the whole harbour- just one tiny bit. 

You've read the submissions, you've heard all the reasons why we love horse riding at 

Tuapiro. You've heard how swans and other pollutants pose a far more serious threat to 

the health of the harbour than horses, you've heard how woefully placed horse riders are in 

terms of having safe places to go to ride horses locally. Let's look now at the solutions. 

Where to from here? How can the community work together to achieve a win/win. After 
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all, at the end of the day, we all want the same thing don't we? A healthy harbour with 

public access for everyone and the cultural needs of Ngati Te Wai respected. 

Open up more areas for horse riding. 

The solution is not to ban horse riding or reduce the area available for horse riding. It is no 

wonder Tuapiro is so popular- not only is it a lovely, safe place to ride, it is the ONLY public 

safe place to ride. I say increase the riding area and thereby ease the concentrations of 

horses at one place. 

Look at opening up walking tracks, cycle ways, private roads, reserves. We think it's 

wonderful that Council is investing $3million over the next 3 years on cycleways. Just make 

sure please that horse riders are included on these public trails. 

Number of horses 

I firmly believe that the number of horses riding at Tuapiro has been grossly overestimated. 

I would like to see some actua l facts because most times, when I have been there, I've been 

lucky to see more than 1 or 2 other riders. Sure, like any beach, there are times when it is 

busy, but reports of 50+ are ludicrous. There are no businesses operating out of Tuapiro 

and the only groups would be clubs and the local Christian camp who take a group there {of 

perhaps 20- 30) a couple of times a year. Usually these include under-privileged teens that 

would not otherwise get to enjoy such an experience. 

If it helped the situation, I would put it to our local adult riding club, Katikati Hack & 

Hunters, that we stop holding any organised rides at Tuapiro, if it meant that our members 

could continue to ride there as individuals. 

Taking the local pony club kids to Tuapiro is an absolute joy and many of us locals would be 

devastated if Pony Club kids were banned from the beach. {And I can't believe you 

Councillors would be so cruel as to do that to the young people of Katikati). 

Horse manure 

It is not feasible to ask young and old to pick up and carry horse manure whilst riding. 

Horse manure is 70% water- it's like picking up a wet sponge. I suggest placing bins at 

intervals for horse waste. Local riding clubs cou ld coordinate monitoring these bins. Horse 

manure could be made available for local horticulturalists. 
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Sign age 

One of the biggest issues is that horse riders have been woefully let down by poor and 

confusing signage. But this is probably the easiest thing to fix. Put up better signs that 

highlight the area's history, the cultural importance, marking the burial grounds, signs 

indicating no-go areas for the whereabouts of kaimoana. Many visitors come to Tuapiro 

from all over. This sort of information is of interest to visitors. 

Other Councils 

Perhaps we could adopt a system similar to that adopted by Auckland City Council. 

Auckland Council allows horse riding on 8 regional parks (including beaches) and require 

riders to have a network horse riding pass. 

The purpose of this FREE pass is to ensure there is good two-way communication between 

the Council staff and horse riders; that rider's details are known in an emergency, to 

provide up-to-date information on temporary closures or changes and promote any new 

riding opportunities. The pass is free. Riders are expected to carry the pass while riding on 

regional parks. They also have a Regional Parks Horse Riding Code of Conduct. 

If nothing else, this exercise has taught us that our harbour environment is to be treasured 

and safe-guarded. We have learned a lot about the cultural needs of Ngati Te Wai. The 

horse riding community is keen to work together with Western Bay Council and Ngati Te 

Wai to find solutions that will have a positive impact on the health of the harbour and 

ensure everybody's needs are met. Banning horse riders is not the solution. 
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.# lh~icr,, Bav of :>fem" 

Tauranga Western Riding Oub - Stella Jones 
PO Box 9367 
Greerton 
Tauranga, 3142 

Dear Stella 

\~~II:? •. ~ .li..· 

a ..... fO.-..· · 

Thank you for your letter dated 13 September, which was received at our Barkes Corner 
Offices on 25 September 2017. 

I can confirm that representatives of the local marae have approached Coundl staff to 
express their concem about the increasing number of horses now using Tuapiro Reserve 
and in particular the impact of horse droppings on the harbour environment. 
The local marae has also been In discussions with the Bay of plenty Regional Council over 
the same concerns. 

I have copied below section 13 of Coundl's Reserves and Fadlities Bylaw and have l nduded 
the aerial map of Tuapiro Point from Schedule one of the Bylaw, which shows where horses 
are permitted to ride at Tuapiro Point. 

There has been evidence of horse droppings In the harbour environment, which has a cultural 
impact on tangata whenua as tbe harbour is a traditional kalmoana (seafood) gathering area. 

appreciate your comments relating to the lmpact·that·bladcswans may have on the harbour 
eovironmeot;..):lowever, swans and shore birds are a more natural part of the ecosystem~ 
unable to be managed through a bylaw, whereas the riding of horses is an area that the 
effects are able to be regulated and managed through the provisions ot a byla~. 
With regardSto revlewing5ectlon1.3 of the bylaw, inparticular Tuapiro Point reserve, the 
Reserves and Facilities Bylaw is not required to be reviewed until 2022. Coundl could 
decide to review the bylaw sooner, but In any event the review would be publicly notified 
and the Tauranga Western Riding Club will be able to make a submission. 

In the meantime, the current bylaw permits the riding of horses as per the provisions 
Identified below. It is important to note that any person in charge of a horse is responsible 
for the removal of any droppings from either the beach or reserve. It would appear that 
there is anecdotal evidence that horse droppings, on occasions are not being removed, 
which Is the primary concern raised by the local marae representatives. 

It would be appreciated in your would provide a friendly reminder to your membership 
about the requirement to remove horse droppings and If your members could also advocate 
the need to remove horse droppings to any other non member riders they might see at 
Tuapiro Point. 
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Like mammals, birds' kidneys do extract waste from the bloodstream but 

because birds do not pee, this extracted waste (in the form of uric acid) is 

combined with their poop rather than excreted separately as urea in urine 

(yes, urea and uric acid are actually different). And when uric acid is mixed 

with the more solid waste in the birds' intestinal tract, the acid dissolves and 

turns the poop mostly white. So, the next time a bird poops on you, don't sell 

yourself short- you actually got hit with a cocktail of poop and pee. Bully for 
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Auckland~ 
Council~ 

lt KwrNt•u T...,..... II.bo..ue .. ~ 

Search Auckland Council e Menu 

Home > Parks, recreation and community .enues > Get outdoors Outdoor acti .'ities Horse Riding Tra ils 

Horse Riding Trails 
Kake hoiho 

Enjoy the open space of our reg iona l parks from horseback on one of our designated 

horse t rai ls. 

You can ride horses at these parks 
Several o f our regiona l parks have bridal tra ils: 

• .'.tiu Creek Regional Park 

o A key is required to access the internal farm gates at Atiu Creek. 

o The key costs S 10. 

• Z.·Nhitu Regiona l Park 

Duder Regional Park 

• Hunua Ranges Regional Park 

• Muriwai Reg tonal Park (including Okiri toto Stream) 

• Te Rau ::>Qriri Regional Park 

• Pae 0 Te Rangi Farm (located in the Waita kere Ranges Regiona l =>ark) 

o There are metal roads at Pae 0 Te Rang i Farm; horses requ ire shoes to ride in t his area . 

• Whakanewha Regional Park 

.... ~~ 

~n ... ~ -~... -::. ~,.- ,..,, 
411 • ,, ::: 
•'!1 .... !a.~- · --....... "'-' ·~ 'lit•· - ~'!!! ' 

share with 
care 
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Tabled Documen1 
Meeting No. PP1~ 

Nga Pou o Tuapiro Date: 6 August 2018 
Ngati te Wai, Te Whanau o Tuapiro Environmental Representative Riki Nelson Submission No.: 454 

643 Maunganui Road, Mount Maunganui, P-0274 389 009, E-ri ki@ngatiranginui.org.nz Name: Riki Nelson 

Ngati Te Wai Proposal for Tuapiro Point 

As the mana whenua and Kaitiaki of our Rohe we wish to have an amicable and pragmatic solution. We respect 
the recreational rights of the Horse-riding community and would like to be involved a progressive solution in 
which: 

1. our customary rights and practices are protected 
2. the ecology of our estuary is protected 
3. and the recreational practices of the horse community is continued . 

I believe the Western BOP District Council can facilitate a discussion going forward where everyone benefits. 

How would this work 

Ngati Te Wai gave the mandate to Remove horses off Tuapiro Point. 
The Process and Mechanisms to enact this, listed below: 

The Outcome of Stage 3 

Due to the high interest of the By-law Process we found the issue was quite polarising within the community 

with most of the noise coming from the supporters of Horse community. Our people were given strict 

instructions not to engage or respond and to allow the process to progress. 

The opposition became quite intense and very nasty especially on social media like: 

• Threats and obscenities directed at Council Staff and Councillors. 

• Racists and derogatory comments coming from a group that attached themselves to the horse 

groups, because they found that it was Maori that proposed the By-law. 

• Politically motivated threats to councillors from the lobby group trying to tie the councillors with the 

Maori Wards Campaign and this issue. 

• Deliberate antagonising of local Maori in Social Media and at Tuapiro Point where they were verbally 

abusive. 

After careful consideration and continued engagement with Council Staff, Ngati Te Wai were receptive to 

brokering an amicable way forward. This decision was not made due to the issues we faced above, as we are 

used to this and it would only strengthen our resolve. The decision was based on the negative affects imposed 

on council staff, Councillors and also those within the horse community. 
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Nga Pou o Tuapiro 
Ngati te Wai, Te Whanau o Tuapiro Environmental Representative Riki Nelson 

643 Maunganui Road, Mount Maunganui, P-0274 389 009, E-riki@ngatiranginui.org.nz 

A way forward 

Ngati Te Wai are supported across the Moana by all the lwi and Hapu in protecting their kaimoana and 

environment. Our intention is to Protect our Manawhenua, and Customary Practices while achieving a balance 

with the communities that share our Moana. 

Our Concerns have been clearly stated around the environmental impacts and cultural impacts, to address all 

these concerns we have listed solutions below. 

The following solutions are Proposed: 

1. An immediate stop and Ban on all high environmental impact and risk activities in sensitive ecosystem 

areas. Refer to Map. 

2. An immediate Ban on organised Business operations that bring large numbers of Horses to Tuapiro 

Point. 

3. A Ban of organised rallies that bring large groups of horses to the area for an event. 

4. An effort to manage and reduce the numbers of horses and vehicles causing environmental damage 

and nuisance. 

5. Open up the grassed reserve area for the horse riders after it is prepared. 

6. A managed phase out over a period oftime to allow Western BOP DC to Identify more suitable areas 

for horse riding. 

7. Future proof for horse riders taking into consideration that this type of activity will eventually be 

phased out. 

8. Robust Signage and advertising 

How this will work: 

• Council staff to workshop a proposal with Manawhenua to present to the Councillors to consider. 

• Council and Ngati Te Wai to progress Mana-enhancing Partnership. 

We anticipate that the process will take a bit of time to develop, but it will be the most considered and 
amicable way forward for all parties. 

Nga Mihi, 

Riki Nelson 

Ngati Te Wai 
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Tuapiro Point Boundries Options for proposed bylaw ban 

New Proposed Zones 

• Horse Riding Area 

• Ban Zone 

• New Reserve riding area 
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