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Submission to WBOPDC for horse riding at Tuapiro 
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I would like to oppose the change of bylaw no longer allowing horse riding at Tuapiro Beach. 

I have been privileged to be able to ride down at Tuapiro for the last 8 years and in that time have 
had a lot of enjoyment from doing so. It is beautiful, safe environment for the whole family that 
sl1ould be for all Ne\v Zealanders to use . In that ti111e, horse riders ha\re ridden alongside '.val1:ers, 
dog walkers, fishermen, tourists etc and all have got on side by side without any major issues. It is 
very disappointing that suddenly Council has decided to change the bylaw that will affect a great 
many people in our community. 

Tuapiro beach is a place \vhere the whole family can go. My daughter 1s 10 and it has been a real 
joy being abie to share our iove of horses by riding together down at Tuapiro. It is a nice safe 
environment for younger riders. My husband and son regularly join us down there for a walk, and a 
kick of the soccer ball. 

Unfortunately places to ride are becoming more and more limited. Riding on the road has become 
very dangerous, and with increased Health & Safety requirements, people are reluctant to allow 
norse riding· on their properties. I believe TECT Park is meant to be an excellent facility but as it is 
an hour and 20 minute commute each way pulling a horse float, it is too far for us to make the 
journey. The forestry block up Lund Road will also be an option for some people, and may help to 
reduce the number of riders at Tuapiro, however it certainly wont replace it, as 1) it isn't properly 
set up with safe parking etc, and 2) for many riders it \vill be too challenging. 

For me, Tuapiro beach is also a place to de-stress. With today's fast pace, all that is going on in the 
world, illnesses that are affecting us and the people we love, it can be easy to feel a bit down. Horse 
riding at Tuapiro is good for my soul and after doing something I love in such a beautiful spot, it 
lifts me up fur the rest of the day. lt is my cultmal place. 

Council have stated their reasons for no longer allowing horse riding at Tuapiro. They can be 
broken down as follows: 

Tli~y l1ave stated tl1at h_orse riders are breaking th.e rules, by riding i11 area i11 f10l1-per1r1itted art:::as. 
Signage has not been clear. The map down at the boat ramp shows dotted lines around Tuapiro 
point and crossing at the carpark to form a circle. Horse riders have thought that this meant we 
could ride anywhere around the point as long as it wasn't through the trees, except for crossing over 
at the carpark. It has only recently been made clear that apparently we were meant to stick to the 
dotted lines, and not \'enture further out bey' end this into the harbour and est11ary. Generally horse 
riders have been good at keeping out of the trees and if they see anyone breaking these rules have 
informed them of it. 
~e an easy way to rectify this problem. 
{dvtfv-s~ 

Horses have been defecating and it has not been cleared up. 
Most horse riders are very careful to pick up any manure around the reserve where they park. It is a 
bit trickier when riding around the point. I-t-was previously agteed that Council wo~ns 
at various-peints where manure eeuld be put into, but tms n€lv@r hapJ3~ 
~il te pat our bins where manure can be J3Yi into, al):d signs up enforeing-a-finrior-.... 

~ l~u fv'\A1uNL ~s flt?f I Lire 6JLz,- c,YJ'""'"'~ e 1-~ \,f . • "111..1 l 
r '5 (11\.o.;rv~ 0 vv.. ss CAAJ. ·~~ i~ (\Of clelvi~~-{u 1lt..e &-1\w~ 
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Horse riding has been causing deterioration to the kaimoana beds. 
If Council is making this statement, surely there must be research that suppons th.is, however I have 
not been shown any such proof. In contrast I have seen studies that show contaminants in the 
harbour are caused by many issues, and horse manure is not one of them. 
A University ofWaikato research study (The Fate and Effects of Contaminants in Estuarine 
Environments by Julien Huteau) was conducted last year which included Tuapiro Estuary and was 
funded by- the Tauranga City· Council. This report stat~d that lead, cad1niun1 ru1d zinc vvere found to 

Black swans swim in our 200 square kilometre harbour and deficate constantly, yet the emphasis on 
causmg da~age to the kaimoana beds is blamed on a few horses that ride on a very small area of 
this coastline. I would class horse riding at Tuapiro as an 'insignificant' adverse effect on the coastal 
environment. As...for Riki Nelson's report shmving a horse's hoofptint with a pussible~ad crab
inside, ifthis_is cause for stopping horse riding, then-afuecteational pastimes-need-ro-be-a-ddre-ss-ed:-... 
N cars driving along the beach, no walkers and dog walkers, no tourists that freedom camp, no kite 
sur s, and no fishermen pulling their trolleys along the beach. He is correct in circling the toxic 
shellfi signage but to state that this is from environmental and activity impacts of horse riding is 
misleadin . 
Shellfish will not rejuvenate on Tuapiro beach by stopping the horse riders! 
Solution: Work on the bi!lg··er issues that are contaminatin11. the harbour. 

~ ~ 

·n disappointing that Council have stated, with regard to Riki Nelson's report, that 'Pictures 
are provide f horses riding outside of the designated area, horse waste and the damage that is 
being caused.' T1i -;ctures show a group of horses riding around the fallen trees at the end of the 
point- where are they m to ride if the trees have fallen onto the 'dotted line' and not been 
cleared? Obviously they are not a d to ride through the pines, so have ridden through the water 
around the fallen trees. I have already mentione t e p1c crab and this is the 'damage 
that is being caused'. 

Horse riders are part of the community and are rate payers too. It is not too late to keep the bylaw 
allowing horse riding at Tuapiro. Better signage can be erected, hins for manure can be allocated, 
more research can be undertaken, more places can be opened up for horse riding to reduce the 
number of horses in one nlace.and we can all work on wavs to keeo our beaches and harbour clean 

.L " ~ .... 

of contaminants. 
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GUY, RONALD DUNCAN 

1. STATUS OF HAPU WITH COUNCIL 

Do they have stewardship over harbour and waterways? 

Do they have special speaking rights with the Council? 

Tabled Document 
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Submission No.: 489 and 

545 
Name: Ronald Guy 

Why have Council banned horses immediately simply on the Hapu say-so, with out consultation with 

equestrian community? 

Will the banning of horses be the final demand, or will there be further demands by Hapu? 

2. IF A PRIVATE PERSON MAKES A SUBMISSION 

If a person like myself were to present Council with a partition of 50+ signatures, (i.e. Banning dogs 

from Tuapiro Piont stating the usual concerns; defication, urination, intimidation, noise and damage 

to flora and fauna, etc.), would Council give us the same status as Hapu is given in this case? 

3. POLLUTION 

It's been well documented in previous submissions-w-{he minute damage/pollution from horses, 

against the massive pollution caused by we humans. 

4. PLEASURE 

The loss of pleasure of riding horses for families and individuals at Tuapiro Point. 

5. PROOF OF DAMAGE 

I'm not aware of any sciencitific or photographic evidence has been put forward to back up Hapu's 

claim of damage by horse's. 

6. DAMAGE TO SHELLFISH 

In my view, having dug Tuatuas over the years, generally found in medium to low tide mark, in firm 

sand. Tuatua are wedge shaped shell fish, pointed end down in the sand, approx lOOml below the 

sand surface. They are vibration sensitive and bury themselves deeper if they feel there's a threat. 

feel that a horse walking on top of a bed of Tuatuas would do no damage. 

7. HORSE MANURE 

Equine clubs have always insisted their members remove any manure left where they have had their 

horses and take it with t hem. 

8. THE FUTURE OF EQUESTRIAN ACTIVITIES IN THE WESTERN BOP 

Obviously numbers are going to increase as our district experiences a population boom, with the 5th 

largest city on our doorstep and growing. Council will need to prepare for this. 

9. LUND ROAD 

Council have offered lund Road as a substitute for Tuapiro Point, but a trail ride to a beach ride does 

not equate. 
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10. HEALTH AND SAFElY CONCERNS 

Does Council have H/S coverage for Tuapiro Point and the proposed Lund Road, or does 'what 

happens, happen'? 

SUMMING UP 

I expect council to treat both sides of this issue with an unbiased judgement. Frankly I don't feel that this has 

happed to date. 

By the sheer volume of submissions AGAINST the banning of horses on Tuapiro Point, the ban has to be over 

turned. THAT'S DEMOCRACY! 

38



Submission Hearing 6/8/18. 
4;30 -5;00. 
BERNADETTE HEISNER 
This is my personal belief only. I do not represent anyone else. 
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Nam e: Bernadette Heibner 

I believe that if we are to survive as a functioning community we have to recognise 
differences, learn to listen and when we can't agree, to compromise and cooperate. 
Whether we agree with the law or not, when the law is framed in such a way that it 
appears to give one group extra power, it creates a situation where one group is 
fearful and distrustful. Th1s places an extra du y of care on ALL those who hold power 
to use that power fairly so that no one group is disadvantaged in this process. We all 
have a duty to future generations to make this happen. I acknowledge that the lwi's 
have made a huge comittment to taking care of Te Awanui. This is evident in Manaaki 
Taha Moana but while I understand the reason, I believe it is unjust to pursue this 
aspiration through targeting of one more vulnerable group. 

I oppose the proposed change to the by law that would ban horse 
riding at Tuapiro because I believe that passing this bylaw would 
be unjust. 

Historical data attests to the fact that law is not always just. Justice is of course a 
matter of perception and influenced by our values and culture . .! am aware that 
speaking of justice can be perceived as an attempt to put my beliefs in a position of 
power but I make no apology because this belief is strong in my culture because my 
whanau or family links to two groups that have been documented as being treated 
unjustly by those in power. I have a very strong sense of justice. 

It is my personal belief that the proposed change to the by law is unjust in a number 
of respects. 

(1) Access to coastal areas for the recreational use of ALL is ingrained in the 
culture of many New Zealanders and as this can be achieved through 
establishing clear the rules for sharing and mutual respect, banning one group 
on cultural grounds without this clarity is unjust and not conducive to 
developing and maintaining a cooperative mutually respectful society. 

(2) The signage at Tuapiro is difficult to understand. Also it is not adjacent to the 
areas concerned so it is easily missed. Consequently, there has been some 

confusion about the permitted riding areas. 
(3) The submission to change the bye law discriminates against a small group that 

has very little to do with the decline in the ecosystem at Tuapiro. Patently 
unjust in view of the huge impact from agriculture, building , industry the huge 
wild swan population plus the wreck that continues to spill plastic beads in the 
harbour. Overfishing has also been linked to the decline in shellfish size and 
numbers.Aithough the BOP Regional Council states that horse riding does 
have an effect on the ecosystem at Tuapiro Point, it goes on to emphasize that 
most of the damage to our wetlands is due to land management practices 
further upstream in the associated catchment (BOPRC, 2008). There are no 
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scientific studies that compare the effect of horse riding at Tuapiro Point to the 
overall human impact on this vulnerable ecosystem. 

(4) I acknowledge that in both sections of our bi cultural nation there are people 
who are culturally insensitive. This results in hurt and perceived insult. I am 
well aware this concept of cultural sensitivity also clashes with a belief in 
freedom of speech. This ban would punish the majority of riders and those 
young riders of the future because of the actions of a few. Would it be either 
sensible or fair for the COUNCIL to ban walking , swimming and picnicing on 
the beach because some people drop rubbish? 

(5) There are no other safe riding areas in the local district suitable for all levels of 
riders and family groups to refresh and replenish their spirit. IT is not helpful to 
suggest possible other areas that MIGHT be available in the future and just 
MIGHT be eventually suitable. 

(6) It is unjust if access to coastal areas for recreational purposes is not available 
for everybody to use in a respectful manner. 

I end with a plea to all the stakeholders in this situation. 
THIS IS OUR COUNTRY, OUR COMMUNITY AND OUR CHILDREN'S FUTURE. PLEASE 
HANDLE WITH CARE. 

40



Swan danger 
Congratulations to your cor

respondent J Hasell, Advertiser, 
' June7. 

Another astute harbour user 
recognising the real pollution 
and ecological damage black 
swans are responsible for. 

Black swans are by far the 
greatest direct polluters of our 
harbour, they have the highest 
faecal output of all waterfowl so 
far measured. 

~ 
Every swan deposits 11 

· ·on faecal coliforms, 8.6 
· ·on E-coli and 270,000 

nterocci every single day and 
there are up to 6000 on our 
harbour every season. I feel sick 
just doing the maths. 

Black swans feed on seagrass 
legumes which have the cap
acity to sequester carbon at up 

YOUR VIEWS 
to 30 times more efficiently than 
terrestrial forestation and can 
store carbon for centuries. More 
than 50 per cent has gone. 

Unlike sedimentation pol
lution, where carbon is buried 
indefinitely, black swans uproot 
seagrass causing stored carbon 
to ~nter the atmosphere, in 
other words they are environ
mental vandals that have des
troyed their native Australian 
habitat and are now destroying 
ours. 

The last remaining shellfish 
in our harbour are toxic and 
beyond recovery and it may not 
be long before snapper will have 
no reason to seasonally inhabit 
the harbour. Even the harbour 
mud crab have succumbed. 

The state of Tauranga 
harbour is best described as 
being on life support with the 

authorities punishing a few for 
their own mismanagement. 

KEVIN MOlLOY 
Omokoroa 

Heart disease 
As the country celebrates 

National Volunteer Awareness 
Week June 17-23, I would like to 
thank all Tauranga Heart Foun
dation volunteers who work so 
hard to support our mission to 
stop New Zealander's dying 
prematurely of New Zealand's 
single biggest killer, heart dis
ease. 

Their efforts also help many 
of the 186,000 New Zealander's 
with heart disease live a full and 
productive life. 

As a charity, the Heart Foun
dation relies on our people, who 
give so generously of their time 
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A 
across many areas such as , 
helping at community events, ~ 
special projects, collecting and 
co-ordinating during our Big 
Heart Appeal, sharing stories '),. 
and administration support. 

I would like to acknowledge 
that everything our volunteers 
do, every hour they volunteer, 
any campaign they support, or 
each time they share their story, 
makes a difference to people 
with heart disease and their 
families. 

We would be grateful if you ~\ 
were able to join these people in ~ 
the fight against heart disease in ;,
your community. ~ 

Please register your interest 
at heartfoundation.org.nz/vol- ~ 
unteer or contact your Tau- ' 
ranga branch on 575-4787. 

MARIE NILSON ~ 
Heart Foundation Tauranga ~ 

~~~~============~~==~----~====~-~ 
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My name is Katie. I'm 16 years old and I attend Katikati College. 
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Name: Katie Rousell 

My passion is horse riding and it is my ambition to ride competitively. This 

year I competed for the first time at Horse of the Year Show in Hastings- New 

Zealand's biggest equestrian competition. 

I have been riding at Tuapiro since the age of four. It has been the scene of 

many very happy memories (and a few spills). I ride there with my mum and 

sister. Occasionally we hold a pony club rally there and we have a great time 

swimming our horses. 

Last year I organised a "Ride for Road Safety" in Katikati as part of a national 

event to highlight the dangers of horse riding on the road. The Katikati 

Advertiser made my story front page news and the picture they chose for the 

story was the one of me riding my horse at the beach at Tuapiro. To me this 

epitomises riding in New Zealand. I am very lucky to have a horse. Although it 

is hard work, or perhaps because it is hard work, I believe I have learned a huge 

amount from my involvement with horses. Having a horse is more than 

turning up once a week or putting in a couple of hour's practice. It is 24/7 

dedication. 

New Zealand rocks the world in competitive horse riding events. Our riders are 

top in the world. Mark Todd, Andrew Nicholson, Jock Pagett, Janelle Price ... 

NZ competes and wins at top level. This is not due to an amazing amount of 

horse riding facilities in New Zealand. Quite the opposite! New Zealand 

doesn't even boast a top level horse trial venue- the highest is only a 3 star. 

And yet New Zealand breeds top riders (and horses) by riding outdoors, over 

hills, farms, beaches- over all terrains. It's what kiwis do and that is the 

attraction for many riders coming here from overseas too, 

When you see me on the television a few years from now because I've been 

selected for the NZ Olympic equestrian team, you can proudly say- that girl's 

from Katikati. She went to Katikati College and she trains at Tuapiro. 
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Thursday, Nov mber 2, 2017 

KatikatiAdvertiser 
It'" your loc .. l 

Riders educate motorists 

It ..-.la.u · Jn a unul• 
''' cl ,, tH I t.. ,... ··t ,..~..., 

•If., ,) ~ ~uiJ•:.&nt ... w-.. ,n 
J •··~H""1ft:'IV·H n. 1f . .4J&1llft• 

~v,.. •'"" 
RJitt,JrR .•~lft') 
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Verbal submissions re horse riding at Tuapiro August 2018 
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Name: Marion Hal 

Good afternoon, Mr Williams and Councillors, if you don't know me, and most 

of you do, my name is Marion Hall, I frequently submit/speak on various 

subjects, which are important to me, as this one is. Details are in my written 

submission and recent events assure me it has been read! 

I was riding at Tuapiro a few weeks ago, quietly by myself, very few other 

people walking, one or two campervans, but overall deserted .... a serene 

atmosphere ..... and the thought came to me, where exactly is the burial site in 

the trees? And then, and I would say the ancestors put the thought into my 

mind, although others would find that challenging, 

What would those ancestors say?- I would like to think the ancestors would 

say: 

We welcome the children on their ponies, with todays modern world owning 

and caring for a pony teaches the young so much, 

My daughter, now aged 34, is a radiographer, her pony taught her skills which 

helped in her career choice and help daily in her career .... 

To be responsible : to care for a live animal, not like golf clubs or tennis 

rackets .... every day, freezing cold, sleeting rain, pony still needs to be fed, have 

covers changed, and well being checked. 

Compassion: That the elderly and sick must be cared for, those who cannot 

speak for themselves, and those who can, often need special care. 

That colour, sex, age do not establish a horses, or a persons, intelligence, ability 

or value. 
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The ability to communicate - with all people she will come into contact with, 

from all nationalities, most unwell and in pain. 

Respect : for your elders, and others, to obey rules, wear appropriate uniform, 

and how to consider others In team situations- to show sportsmanship. 

She has learnt to plan ahead .... she has learnt todays choices impact on her 

future. 

I would like to think the ancestors would say 

We welcome the elderly riders, who are now unable to ride on hills and dales, 

but can still enjoy a quiet ride along the beach and the elderly horses out for a 

gentle stroll- its like taking Grannie out of the rest home for lunch .... 

And we welcome the in betweens, those less confident, less able, to our 

beautiful piece of the country, 

I think the ancestors would welcome the teenagers and their ponies, bearing in 

mind so many of todays kids need to learn the life lessons that our ponies teach 

us. 

So in summary, having their own pony keeps the kids off the streets, out of 

trouble, (too busy cleaning the paddocks of horse manure to give away for 

fertilizer) and is a super rewarding experience, costs Mum and Dad a fortune, 

but its so worth it for all the good it does .... 

Over the 20 years I have been in Katikati, we have lost many farms and riding 

areas due to sale, subdivision, threat of disease and landowners being scared of 

OSH, please give our Grandchildren the opportunity to enjoy their ponies as we 

have done in this amazing healing place. 
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My name is Michelle Raitak and I am the parent of 13 year old Anica 
who has been riding for the last 3 years. 

She is the only horse rider in our family and up until this point my 
family had no experience of horses, but wow, what a wonderful 
journey it is proving to be. 

Thanks to you, Anica, we are now part of a vibrant community who 
support, nurture, challenge and teach youth to demonstrate qualities 
of resilience, resourcefulness, perseverance and respectfulness, to 
name a few. 

The photos on the screen in front of you show the joys and simple 
pleasures riding at Tuapiro brings. This cannot be captured in words! 

They show our experience of recreational riding at Tuapiro as a 
family. 

I do not wish to repeat the content in my written submission but 
wish to highlight the opportunity, YES that's right- An 
OPPORTUNITY that the BYLAW review is giving to YOU, MY 
Council. 

Yes, an opportunity to implement YOUR council vision and be 
recognized as a leader with strong governance, efficient effective 
services through understanding the identity of your community. 

YOU have the most amazing opportunity to make a positive 
difference and lead the way to enhance our community via 
collaboration, tolerance and acceptance whilst looking out for each 
other and to feel inclusive. 

You also have the opportunity to harm our community spirit and 
deny our tamariki the simple pleasure of riding at Tuapiro with their 
friends and family walking alongside. 

My family has lived in NZ for 15 years and Anica was born here. We 
have embraced the indigenous culture NZ offers. We care and respect 
everyone and everything and feel we contribute to being Caretakers 
of the land. 
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However, We struggle that despite recreational riding at Tuapiro 
being acknowledged as having minimal impact on the environment 
YOU, MY council is considering taking this away from my four 
community! 

We see that it is important to protect areas of cultural significance 
and kaimoana beds but lets work together on this. 
Banning recreational riding at Tuapiro is NOT 
going to replenish the kaimoana beds, 

It will not make algae bloom disappear and make kaimoana 
edible 

it will not make our pipi beds sustainable 

Google is an amazing resource and many articles are available 
showing the decline of Kaimoana in NZ and the negative impact from 
industrialization, urbanization, dairy farms and orchards. 
The Port of Tauranga Annual Report 2017- "Kaimoana for our 
future" and the Kaimoana Survey Guidelines for Hapu and IWI 
acknowledge this. 

The public written submission process has also provided Council 
with documented, substantial, relevant research articles performed 
by appropriately qualified professionals such as the" Results of 
Horse Impact Waipu Bay Report" in 2004 by Stephen Park Senior 
Environmental Scientist. 

I wish I could wave my magic wand and offer a solution but I cannot! 

What I can do however, is STRESS that the signage be reviewed at 
Tuapiro to ensure it is easily interpreted by all users. 

Members of the riding community should be part of this review to 
ensure it makes sense to those it is aimed at. 

Tourists love to see areas of cultural significance, so lets make it 
visible to visitors and locals capturing the history of this special area. 

Lets cherish what we have at Tuapiro and make sure it is passed on 
through all generations. 
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You, MY Council have the opportunity to make a sensible decision, be 
leaders and champions for other councils in NZ and show how a 
small community can live and work together in harmony without 
excluding members of YOUR community from public spaces. 

Please don't take what may be perceived by many as the easy option 
and BAN horses from Tuapiro as this will not resolve anything. 

Stand up, 
Be counted and accountable 
Represent YOUR WHOLE COMMUNITY and lets work together TO 
KEEP TUAPIRO A SHARED SPACE FOR BOTH HORSE RIDERS AND 
IWI. 

YOU HAVE THE MOST AMAZING OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE, BUT ARE YOU UP FOR THE CHALLENGE? 

I BELIEVE YOU ARE © 

THANK YOU 
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