
 

 

Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. PF2 of the Tauranga Moana / Te Arawa 
Ki Takutai Partnership Forum held on 10 November 2017 

in the Council Chamber, Barkes Corner 
commencing 10.00am 

 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Iwi Representatives 
 
Anthony Wihapi (Ngati Moko) (Presiding Co-Chairperson), Reon Tuanau (Ngai Te Rangi) 
(Co-Chairperson), Tiki Bluegum (Ngai Tamawhariua), Matire Duncan (Ngā Potiki), Gail 
Skerrett-White (Ngati Pikiao), Bob Leef (Ngati Taka), Wiremu Matthews (Ngai 
Tamarawaho), Buddy Mikaere (Ngati Pukenga), Riki Nelson (Ngati Te Wai), 
Julie Shepherd (Te Runanga o Pirirakau), Horace Te Moni (Ngati Rangiwewehi) and 
Kevin Tohiariki (Te Whanau o Tauwhao) 
 
 
Councillors 
 
His Worship the Mayor G J Webber (Deputy Chairperson), G Dally, M Dean, M Lally, 
P Mackay, K Marsh, D Marshall, J Scrimgeour, and D Thwaites 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
R Davie (Group Manager Policy, Planning and Regulatory Services), E Holtsbaum (Group 
Manager Technology, Customer and Community Services), P Hennessey (Strategic Advisor), 
G Payne (Strategic Advisor), B Whitton (Customer Relationships Manager), E Rogers (Policy 
and Planning Manager), C Watt (Environmental Consents Manager), P Tapsell (Workforce 
Development and Cultural Advisor), C Nepia (Māori Relationships and Engagement Advisor), 
S Stewart (Policy Analyst), C Taylor (Election Services), M Parnell (Democracy Advisor), and 
F Sweeney (Democracy Management Advisor) 
 
 
Others 
 
Tania Turner, Hohepa Maxwell 
 
The meeting opened with a karakia from Reon Tuanau.  Anthony Wihapi (Chair of the 
meeting) then invited the Mayor to give his greetings. Mayor Webber welcomed all present 
followed by a mihi and introduction from Anthony Wihapi. 
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Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Nessie Kuka (Ngai Tuwhiwhia), Raiha Biel 
(Tapuika Iwi Authority), Liam Tapsell (Ngati Whakaue), Maru Tapsell, Roland Kingi (Ngati 
Pikiao), Rehua Smallman (Ngati Pukenga), Carlton Bidois, and Councillors Murray-Benge, 
Palmer and Williams. 
 
Resolved: Anthony Wihapi / Reon Tuanau 
 
THAT the apologies for absence from Nessie Kuka, Raiha Biel, Liam Tapsell, Maru Tapsell, 
Roland Kingi, Rehua Smallman, Carlton Bidois and Councillors Murray-Benge, Palmer and 
Williams be accepted. 
 
 
PF2.1 Minutes of Meeting No. PF1 the Tauranga Moana / Te Arawa Ki 

Takutai Partnership Forum held on 29 August 2017 
 
The Tauranga Moana / Te Arawa Ki Takutai Partnership Forum 
considered the minutes of meeting no. PF1 of the Tauranga Moana / Te 
Arawa Ki Takutai Partnership Forum held on 29 August 2017 as 
circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Cr Mackay / Maria Horne 
 
THAT the minutes of the Tauranga Moana / Te Arawa Ki Takutai 
Partnership Forum meeting PF2 held on 29 August 2017 be confirmed as 
a true and correct record provided there be an amendment to show that 
Colin Reeder represented Nga Potiki. 
 
 

Decision 
 

PF2.2 Establishment of Maori Ward/s 
 
The Partnership Forum considered a report from the Group Manager 
Regulatory, Planning and Policy dated 27 October 2017 as circulated 
with the agenda.  Anthony Wihapi spoke of the importance of this item, 
and thanked all present for the work that had led to this discussion.  A 
video was then shown to all present on the topic of Māori 
representation. 
 
Following the video there was a powerpoint presentation presented 
jointly by Reon Tuanau, Maria Horne and Kevin Tohiariki. 
 
The first section of the presentation, given by Reon Tuanau, addressed 
defining a new partnership and he outlined the following topics as the 
focus for the presentation defining a new partnership: 
 The opportunity for redefinition of the partnership between Council 

and Tangata Whenua. 
 The mandate for change arising from a changing political climate in 

New Zealand, the need for recognition of the increasing economic 
influence of tangata whenua, and the potential created through the 
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opportunity provided with improved representation at the Council 
table. 

 The key drivers for representation. 
 Politics, rhetoric and reality in regard to Māori representation. 
 Telling the story of tangata whenua. 

 The leadership opportunity. 
 Natural progression in the relationship between Tangata Whenua 

and Council. 
 Addressing equity and fairness. 
 Being in sync with the changing landscape taking into account post 

treaty settlement environments, changes in central government, 
and the recent adoption of Māori wards in Wairoa and Palmerston 
North. 
 

Maria Horne then continued the presentation emphasising the mandate 
for change, and noting the legislative background to the proposal for 
Māori representation including highlighting the following: 
 Representation at the Council table would be an expression of the 

constitutional position under the Treaty of Waitangi. 
 There would be greater opportunity for Council to understand issues 

of whanau, hapu and iwi. 
 Māori representation would be directly accountable to electors. 
 Section 14 of the Local Government Act provided the opportunity. 
 Tangata Whenua had an enduring connection to the land, sea and 

treasures of the district. 
 With the increasing economic influence as a result of Treaty 

settlements, there was an opportunity for the whole district to 
benefit through improved relationships. 
 

Kevin Tohiariki continued the presentation discussing process and 
politics, speaking to the following topics: 
 The bureaucratic process around Māori representation gave some 

options. 
 This Council had been up front with its communities. 
 There were a number of hurdles ahead including interpretations of 

democracy, and the view that Māori wards were separatist, both 
issues which could be refuted. 

 
Maria Horne and Reon Tuanau closed the presentation, followed by a 
waiata.  A document containing questions and answers was tabled. 
 
Kevin Tohiariki then outlined the next steps towards the process of 
putting in place Māori wards. 
 
In response to questions the three speakers answered as follows: 
 Section 14 of the Local Government Act provides Council the 

mandate to consider Māori representation in terms of ensuring 
tangata whenua involvement in decision making. 

 Councils that had taken up Māori ward representation included the 
Bay of Plenty and Waikato Regional Councils, Wairoa and potentially 
Palmerston North. 
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 Change was happening now and this was why although historically 
Councils had not taken this up there was now opportunity for 
Western Bay of Plenty District Council to consider this. 
 

In response to a technical question about the legislation, Craig Taylor of 
Election Services gave a verbal summary of the legislation giving Council 
the opportunity to provide for Māori wards.  He explained the process 
that Council would be obliged to follow in initiation of Māori Wards 
including provisions for polls, the legal requirements for polls, and that 
should a poll be initiated it would be taken across the entire electorate 
of all eligible voters. 
 
A question was raised in relation to the figures on the Māori electoral roll 
and how under 18 year olds were measured in regard to the total 
population figures.  A further clarification was sought and a request was 
made that this information be provided to Council by the 21 November 
Council meeting. 
 
It was clarified that the principal issue for this meeting today was 
whether or not the forum wished to recommend that there should be 
representation through Māori wards, with the number of wards to be 
decided at a later date. 
 
In summary the Group Manager Policy, Planning and Regulatory 
Services advised that the report, presentation and tabled list of 
questions and answers were now for the group to consider in terms of 
the proposed resolutions. 
 
On invitation from the Chair, Buddy Mikaere stated on behalf of his iwi 
commendations to speakers and the Council for putting this issue on the 
table.  He noted the growth of the district had also created a growth in 
social issues, and Council should now take more of a role in social issues 
to address the widening gap between rich and poor.  Ngati Pukenga was 
fully in support of seeing Māori representation at the next election. 
 
Resolved: Buddy Mikaere / Cr Mackay 
 
1. THAT the Partnership Forum recommends to Council the 

establishment of a Māori ward/s at the Council meeting to be held 
on 21 November 2017;  
 
and 
 
THAT the Partnership Forum will be maintained as another 
important mechanism through which Tangata Whenua contribute to 
Council decision making. 
 
 
The vote supporting the resolution was unopposed and unanimous. 
 
The presiding Co-Chair commended the Forum on its discussion and 
decision. 



Minutes of PF2 held on 10 November 2017  5 

 

 
 
11.00am The meeting adjourned for morning tea. 
11.25am The meeting reconvened. 
 
 
Information 

 
PF2.3 Prioritisation of Te Ara Mua 

 
The Workforce Development and Cultural Advisor introduced the 
discussion on the prioritisation of projects within Te Ara Mua, noting that 
the meeting would break into four workshop groups to look at different 
parts of Te Ara Mua with half an hour for informal discussion. 
 
At the end of the informal session spokespeople from each group gave a 
summary of their discussions and notes.  The Workforce Development 
and Cultural Advisor thanked all for their work and said this would be 
collated and reported back formally to the forum. 
 
The Mayor thanked all present for their work and observed that the 
issues raised at this forum and by Tangata Whenua were common with 
issues raised by communities throughout the district. 
 
The presiding Chair thanked all for the positive work of this forum. 
 
 

 
 
There being no further business, Reon Tuanau closed the meeting at 12.42pm with a 
karakia. 
 
PF2
 


