
 

 

Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. OP7 of the Operations and Monitoring Committee 
 held on 26 October 2017 in the Council Chamber, Barkes Corner, Tauranga 

commencing at 9.30am 
 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Councillor D Thwaites (Chairperson), Councillors G Dally, M Dean, M Lally, P Mackay, 
K Marsh, D Marshall, M Murray-Benge, J Palmer, M Williams and His Worship the Mayor 
G J Webber 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
M Taris (Chief Executive Officer), G Allis (Deputy Chief Executive Officer), E Holtsbaum 
(Group Manager Technology, Customer and Community Services), R Davie (Group Manager 
Policy, Planning and Regulatory Services), K Hill (Utilities Manager), P Watson (Reserves and 
Facilities Manager), B Williams (Strategic Property Manager), J Paterson (Transportation 
Manager), R Sumeran (Development Engineering Manager), P Clark (Project Engineer), 
E Rogers (Policy and Planning Manager), J Rickard (Senior Policy Analyst), C Lim 
(Community Team Leader), R Woodward (Communications Advisor), and B Clarke 
(Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Community Boards 
 
M Grainger (Chairperson, Omokoroa Community Board), and A Sole (Chairperson, Waihi 
Beach Community Board) 
 
 
Others 
 
As listed in the minutes and five members of the public. 
 
 
Apologies 
 
An apology for lateness was received from Councillor Marsh, and an apology for absence 
was received from Councillor Scrimgeour. 
 
Resolved: Mackay / Lally 
 
THAT the apologies for lateness from Councillor Marsh, and for absence from Councillor 
Scrimgeour be accepted. 
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Public Forum 
 
Resolved: Williams / Webber 
 
THAT the meeting adjourn for the purpose of holding a public forum. 
 
 
Glyphosate Spraying on Roadsides and Reserves 
 
Jodie Bruning, Researcher/Author, tabled items and addressed the Committee in relation to 
the International Agency for Research on Cancer’s (IARC) classification of Glyphosate as a 
“probable human carcinogen”.  She was concerned with the use of Agpro Glyphosate Green 
510 (Roundup) being sprayed on roadsides and in reserves throughout the Western Bay of 
Plenty.  She requested that Council change its application of Glyphosate from three to five 
times per year, to one-per-year along urban and national roads, noting that this would not 
only reduce exposure to people and pets, it would reduce roadside erosion and prevent 
chemical runoff into freshwater, estuaries and ground-water.  She considered that this 
would enable Council to responsibly transition as glyphosate was removed from public areas. 
 
Ms Bruning responded to questions of clarification as follows: 
 The International Agency for Research on Cancer was the “gold standard” in cancer 

assessment.  The Ministry of Health would not go against IARC’s findings, as the Agency 
was held in high regard worldwide. 

 Options instead of using Roundup were to mow, and use specific ‘spot spraying’ for 
difficult weeds.  It was recommended that Council run trials on methods that would also 
reduce roadside erosion. 

 New Zealand had broad-use spraying and “lifetime exposure” of people and livestock 
already.  Glyphosate was ‘neuro-toxic’, disrupted gut bacteria and inhibited efficient 
bacteria. 

 Glyphosate had been found on wheat, oats and corn, and approximately 90% of 
imported crop products had been exposed.  As a country, New Zealand must start 
changing its ways. 

 
The Chairperson thanked Ms Bruning for her address. 
 
Resolved: Dally / Dean 
 
THAT the meeting be reconvened in formal session. 
 
 
OP7.1 NZ Transport Agency - Tauranga Transport Programme 

(Presentation) 
 
The Operations and Monitoring Committee considered a presentation from 
Ian Herbert (Senior Transport Planner, NZ Transport Agency).  Mr Herbert 
spoke to a powerpoint presentation on Programme 8 (active modes and 
some road capacity increases), and Programme 9, (road capacity increase 
for general traffic), two short listed transport programmes which he noted 
may “bridge the transportation gap”. 
 
 

9.51am Councillor Marsh entered the meeting. 
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Mr Herbert responded to questions in relation to conversations on building 
capacity from Waihi to Tauranga and western corridor State Highway 29; 
time to build efficiencies in the current public transport system; additional 
capacity on Cameron Road being considered in 2018; recent survey results 
indicating the need for choices in the provision of public transport service 
and car parking facilities in the Central Business District; Carparks 
converted into apartments creating a different city dynamic; discussing 
Urban Design Strategy with Tauranga City Council, and clarifying that both  
Programme 8 and Programme 9 included consideration of Fifteenth 
Avenue, the difference being what the increased capacity would be for.  
 
The Chairperson thanked Mr Herbert for his update. 
 
Resolved: Dean / Lally 
 
THAT the Tauranga Transport Programme Shortlist presentation on 
26 October 2017 from the NZ Transport Agency be received. 
 
 

OP7.2 University of Waikato Presentation on Omokoroa and Request for 
Research Funds 
 
The Operations and Monitoring Committee considered a presentation from 
Dr Vicki Moon (Senior Lecturer, Earth Sciences), and Dr Willem de Lange, 
(Senior Lecturer, Earth Sciences, both from the University of Waikato. 
 
The Project Engineer introduced Dr Moon and Dr de Lange, who both 
spoke to a powerpoint presentation, each presenting on different sections 
of the presentation which covered translational and flow land slides at 
Omokoroa; monitoring at Bramley Drive; intrinsic and triggering factors; 
earth tide effects; inclinometer data; soil movement; key clay mineral 
Halloysite; strength and fracture laboratory testing; findings on similarities 
with Norwegian soils; significance of salt - K2CO3  (potassium carbonate); 
and remediation. 
 
In summary, Dr Moon noted that the next step would be to complete a 
more rigorous laboratory programme and establish concentrations of 
K2CO3 to achieve outcomes, to be scaled up to a small trial.  Considerations 
in relation to the environment and financial implications of using K2CO3 in 
the “real world”. 
 
Dr Moon and Dr de Lange responded to questions in relation to the 
importance of drainage and managing stormwater; instability in general 
resulting from large trees at the top of slopes; presenting this information 
to Tauranga City Council; advantageous to ‘fill in cracks’ quickly to stop 
water getting in (dependent upon the specific situation); the potential use 
of K2CO3 currently at the “ideas stage”, but consideration had been given 
to concrete columns in the soil targeting sensitive layers, and to the right 
depth (acknowledging consideration must be given to the angle of repose). 
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The Operations and Monitoring Committee considered a report from the 
Project Engineer dated 12 October 2017 as circulated with the agenda.  
The Deputy Chief Executive Officer introduced the report, noting that 
Council had indicated funding of “up to $50,000” per annum on the 
Omokoroa work.  Staff responded to a question in relation to the value of 
funding the research as it may lead to a potential solution. 
 
Resolved: Williams / Palmer 
 
1. THAT the Project Engineer’s report dated 12 October 2017 and titled 

University of Waikato Presentation on Omokoroa and Request for 
Research Funds be received. 
 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of Low 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
 

3. THAT the Omokoroa Geology Update on 26 October 2017 from the 
University of Waikato be received and the presenters thanked.  
 

4. THAT the Council agrees to fund $10,000 per annum for three years 
towards a University of Waikato Doctoral Research Project into 
Omokoroa geology and stability funded from the Omokoroa Geology 
Budget. 
 
 

11.00am The meeting adjourned for morning tea. 
11.20am The meeting reconvened. 

 
 

OP7.3 Traffic and Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 Recommendations 
from Community Boards 2017 
 
The Operations and Monitoring Committee considered a report from the 
Transportation Manager dated 7 September 2017 as circulated with the 
agenda. 
 
The Transportation Manager responded to a question of clarification in 
relation to two loading zones being placed before the Museum in Katikati, 
noting that resolutions had been passed by the Katikati Community Board, 
and effectively, all Community Board recommendations had been included 
in this report as requested. 
 
Resolved: Mackay / Murray-Benge 
 
1. THAT the Transportation Manager’s report dated 7 September 2017 

and titled Traffic and Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 
Recommendations from Community Boards 2017 be received. 
 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of low 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
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3. THAT the Operations and Monitoring Committee recommends to 
Council that the following changes to the Schedule of the Traffic and 
Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 - Schedule 1 Te Puke be adopted: 
 
Add: 
Maximum 5 Minute Parking 
Boucher Avenue (eastern side) 
One parallel parking space situated 92 meters north of the intersection 
with McBeth Drive. 
 
Delete: 
Taxi Stands 
Boucher Avenue (eastern side) 
One taxi stand situated 92 meters north of the intersection with 
McBeth Drive. 
 
Add: 
Bus Stands 
Commerce Lane Car Park (western side)  
One space on the left hand side of the entry, time limited to  
90 minutes. 
 
Mobility Parking 
Commerce Lane Carpark 
One angle parking space inclusive of wheelchair access opposite the 
toilet block. 
 

4. THAT the Operations and Monitoring Committee recommends to 
Council that the following changes to the Schedule of the Traffic and 
Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 - Schedule 2 Katikati be adopted: 
 
Maximum 3 hour parking 
 
Park Road (eastern side) 
All angle vehicle parking spaces in the parking area at the north end of 
Park Road.  
 
Maximum 4 hour parking 
 
Talisman Road Parking Area 
All ordinary and angle vehicle parking spaces. 
 
Bus Stands 
THAT pursuant to clause 1.1(a) of Part 1 of this Bylaw, the parking of 
vehicles except buses is prohibited in accordance with the signs in the 
following locations: 
 
Middlebrook Drive (western side)  
To the north of the Moore Park access. 
 
Middlebrook Drive (eastern side) 
To the south of the Moore Park access. 
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Goods/Service Loading Zones 
 
Add: 
Main Road (western side) 
In front of the Museum. (2 parks) 
 
Mobility Parking 
Main Road (western side) 
Immediately north of Kotahi Lane 
 
Note The Loading Zone outside ANZ is not in the schedule 
therefore no deletion required. 
 
Prohibited Stopping or Standing of Vehicles 
(No Stopping) Broken Yellow Lines) 
 
Add 
Clive Road (west side) 
From the intersection with Beach Road generally south for 29m 
 
Clive Road (east side) 
From the intersection with Beach Road generally south for 59m 
 

5. THAT the Operations and Monitoring Committee recommends to 
Council that the following changes to the Schedule of the Traffic and 
Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 - Schedule 3 Waihi Beach be 
adopted: 
 
Mobility Parking 
 
THAT pursuant to Clause 1.10.1 of this Bylaw, only vehicles carrying 
disabled persons and displaying a permit as set out in Clause 1.10.1 
may be parked in the spaces located as follows: 
 
Wilson Road (northern side car park) 
TWO right angle spaces on the western side of the car park 
immediately adjacent to the public toilet block. 
 

6. THAT the Operations and Monitoring Committee RECOMMENDS TO 
COUNCIL that the following changes to the Schedule of the Traffic and 
Parking Enforcement Bylaw 2008 - Schedule 4 Omokoroa be adopted: 
 
Prohibited Stopping or Standing of Vehicles (no stopping/ 
broken yellow lines) 
 
Kowai Grove 
From house number 7 to house number 18. 
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OP7.4 Recommendatory Report from Waihi Beach Community Board - 
Central Business District Directional Signage 
 
The Operations and Monitoring Committee considered a report from the 
Democracy Advisor dated 12 October 2017 as circulated with the agenda.  
The Deputy Chief Executive introduced the report and noted that the 
recommendation from the Waihi Beach Community Board was supported 
by staff. 
 
Resolved: Lally / Dean 
 
1. THAT the Operations and Monitoring Committee approve two 

directional signs to the shopping centre placed at the Seaforth, 
Emerton Roads and Waihi Beach, Wilson Roads roundabouts with the 
cost of the signage funded from the Waihi Beach Community Board 
Roading Budget. 
 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of low 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
 
 

OP7.5 Aongatete Lodge Road 
 
The Operations and Monitoring Committee considered a report from the 
Transportation Manager dated 15 September 2017 as circulated with the 
agenda. 
 
The Transportation Manager introduced the report and provided an 
overview of the consultation that had taken place with affected adjoining 
landowners.  He noted this was Council’s opportunity to do get the carpark 
works done at the same time as the Wright Road seal extension, by adding 
a low volume amount of road to a seal extension and working efficiently by 
doing carpark works at the same time. 
 
Staff responded to a question, noting that Council’s seal extensions list 
consisted of roads that had a traffic volume of 50 vehicles per day, 
although the sections of each of the roads requiring sealing were different 
lengths.  This road could be added to the list and would not be ‘taking the 
place’ of another road.  Delivery of the seal extension programme would 
still be in the same approximate order as Council worked its way down the 
list ensuring works were undertaken, in that order, over time. 
 
Resolved: Williams / Murray-Benge 
 
1. THAT the Transportation Manager’s report dated 15 September 2017 

and titled Aongatete Lodge Road be received. 
 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of low 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
 

3. THAT the Operations and Monitoring Committee approves adding 
Aongatete Lodge Road and carpark to the 2017/18 Wright Road Seal 
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Extension project at an estimated cost of $33,700 for construction 
with a 4.0m shape and seal treatment funded from the Seal Extension 
budget. 
 

4. That the car park area located in the Kaimai Forest Park be surfaced in 
asphalt to protect it from bus turning movements for an additional cost 
of $7,400. 
 

5. That the Committee notes that the decision to seal the Aongatete 
Road and carpark: 
 Should not be seen as setting a precedent 
 Was cost effective while Wright Road was being sealed 
 Supports access to the Forest Park and a community facility. 
 
 

OP7.6 Digital Services, Engagement and Communications Update 
 
The Operations and Monitoring Committee considered a quarterly staff 
update and presentation.  The Community Team Leader spoke to a 
powerpoint presentation in relation to online payment growth for the 
period April to September 2017; engagement and top projects; and 
communications. 
 
Staff responded to questions in relation to Council’s variety of online 
services and its lead over other councils in terms of digital services; 
encouraging the public to online register to develop relationships rather 
than just provide feedback; launching a set of online ‘platforms’ to 
moderate and mediate; encouraging attendance at community events; 
launching Phase 2 as part of the Long Term Plan conversation; staff were 
not aware of people having issues registering online; and Phase 2 groups 
were contacted by email, taken from Council’s contact database. 
 
The Chairperson thanked staff for the update and presentation. 
 
Resolved: Mackay / Mayor Webber 
 
THAT the presentation from the Community Relationships Manager dated 
26 October 2017 be received. 
 
 

OP7.7 Infrastructure Services Briefing October 2017 
 
The Operations and Monitoring Committee considered a report from the 
Deputy Chief Executive dated 4 October 2017 as circulated with the 
agenda.  The open section of the Operations and Monitoring Committee 
Information Pack No. OP7 dated 26 October 2017 had been circulated 
separately with the agenda. 
 
The Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Utilities Manager, Strategic Property 
Manager, Transportation Manager and Development Engineering Manager 
provided updates on current projects and works for Utilities, Reserves, 
Transportation and Development Engineering. 
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Staff responded to questions as follows: 
 In relation to people parking on the footpath in Town Point Road, that 

road was not designed for roadside parking, but was a normal width.  
It was illegal to park on footpaths.  Staff may need to review the 
situation. 

 Clarification was given on Council contractual agreements for kerbside 
collection in Waihi Beach and health and safety requirements. 

 In relation to the Te Puke Highway No.3 roundabout, the 
recommendation is an offset island that had been designed to 
accommodate traffic volume. 

 In relation to traffic volumes and capacity on State Highway Two and 
Te Puna Station Road, the NZ Transport Agency had undertaken a 
post-construction safety audit, but in reality traffic, volumes were so 
great there was congestion. It was possible to close Te Puna Station 
Road, but if this were considered, community engagement would be 
required. 

 Council was the project lead for the Omokoroa to Tauranga cycle trail, 
although it was a multi-agency project. Council was in the same 
position with other cycleways. 

 
Resolved: Mayor Webber / Murray-Benge 
 
1. THAT the Deputy Chief Executive’s report titled Infrastructure Services 

Briefing October 2017 and dated 4 October 2017 be received. 
 

2 THAT the open section of the Operations and Monitoring Committee 
Information Pack No. OP7 dated 26 October 2017 be received. 
 

3. THAT the report relates to an issue that is not considered significant in 
terms of Council’s policy on Significance. 

 
 
1.00pm The meeting was adjourned for lunch. 
1.30pm The meeting was reconvened. 
 
 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 

 
Exclusion of the Public 
 
Schedule 2A 
 
Resolved: Mackay / Murray-Benge 
 
THAT the public be excluded from the following part of this meeting 
namely: 
 Otawhiwhi Marae Wastewater System 
 Infrastructure Services Briefing - Month 2017 - In Confidence 
 Receipt of Operations and Monitoring Committee Information Pack No. 

OP7 - In Confidence Section 
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The general subject to each matter to be considered while the public is 
excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, 
and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this 
resolution are as follows: 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under Section 
48(1) for the passing of 
this resolution 

Otawhiwhi Marae 
Wastewater System  

THAT the public conduct of 
the relevant part of the 
proceedings of the meeting 
would likely result in the 
disclosure of information for 
which good reason for 
withholding would exist. 

To enable the Council to 
carry on without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations 
(including commercial and 
industrial negotiations) 

Infrastructure Services 
Briefing – Month 2017 – In 
Confidence 

THAT the public conduct of 
the relevant part of the 
proceedings of the meeting 
would likely result in the 
disclosure of information for 
which good reason for 
withholding would exist. 

To enable the Council to 
carry on without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations 
(including commercial and 
industrial negotiations) 

Receipt of Operations and 
Monitoring Committee 
Information Pack OP7 – In 
Confidence section  

THAT the public conduct of 
the relevant part of the 
proceedings of the meeting 
would likely result in the 
disclosure of information for 
which good reason for 
withholding would exist. 

For reasons previously stated 
on the relevant minutes. 

To protect information which 
is subject to an obligation of 
confidence, disclosure would 
likely prejudice supply of 
similar information. 


