
 

 

Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. JR4 of Joint Road Safety Committee 
 held on 21 November 2017 in the Council Chamber, Barkes Corner, Tauranga 

commencing at 10.04am 
 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Councillor Margaret Murray-Benge (Chairperson) and Stuart Harvey (Western Bay of Plenty 
District Council), Councillor Bill Grainger (Deputy Chairperson) and Karen Smith (Tauranga 
City Council), Councillor Andrew von Dadelszen and Jenny Mack (Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council), Senior Sergeant Ian Campion (NZ Police), Adam Francis (NZ Transport Agency), 
Jessica Davis (Accident Compensation Corporation) and Peter Bedford (Automobile 
Association) 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
G Allis (Deputy Chief Executive), Paul Howard (Westlink), Sergeant Wayne Hunter 
(NZ Police), and Michelle Parnell (Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Community Boards 
 
Allan Sole (Waihi Beach Community Board Chairperson) 
 
 
Apologies 
 
An apology for absence was received from Martin Parkes. 
 
Resolved: Murray-Benge / Grainger 
 
THAT the apology for absence from Martin Parkes be accepted. 
 
 
JRS4.1 Minutes of Meeting No. JRS3 of the Joint Road Safety Committee 

held on 8 August 2017 
 
The Committee considered the minutes of JRS3 of the Joint Road Safety 
Committee meeting held on 8 August 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
 
 
 



Minutes of JRS4 held on 21 November 2017 2 

 

 

Resolved: Councillor Grainger / Member Mack 
 
THAT the minutes of Meeting No. JRS3 of the Joint Road Safety Committee 
held on 8 August 2017 as circulated with the agenda be confirmed as a 
true and correct record. 
 
 

JRS4.2 Western Bay Joint Road Safety Operations Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee considered the minutes from the Western Bay Joint Road 
Safety Operations Meeting dated 9 August 2017, 13 September 2017. 
11 October 2017 and 1 November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Francis / Campion 
 
THAT the minutes of Western Bay Joint Road Safety Operations Meeting 
dated 9 August 2017, 13 September 2017. 11 October 2017 and 
1 November 2017 as circulated with the agenda be received. 
 
 

JRS4.3 New Zealand Police Report 
 
The Committee considered a report from Senior Sergeant Ian Campion of 
the New Zealand Police dated 21 November 2017 as circulated with the 
agenda. 
 
Senior Sergeant Campion verbally amended his report to advise that there 
had been 11 fatalities for the year, which was significantly improved 
statistic compared to the last two years.  He also discussed the analysis of 
the accident statistics and reported that distraction was playing less of a 
role in reported accidents, which was pleasing. 
 
When asked about how the design of roads contributed to accidents, 
Senior Sergeant Campion explained that roads could not possibly be 
designed to mitigate all human error and Adam Francis explained that New 
Zealand roads were designed, where possible, to minimise the impact of 
accidents.  It was further discussed that education (both through the 
schooling system and in community training programmes) had been found 
to be the most effective form of road safety. 
 
The committee thanked Senior Sergeant Campion for his hard work and 
service both in the committee and in the community, presented him with a 
bouquet of flowers and a card, and wished him well on his Bougainville 
secondment. 
 
Resolved: Member Campion / Councillor Grainger 
 
THAT the New Zealand Police’s report dated 21 November 2017 be 
received. 
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JRS4.4 Accident Compensation Corporation Update 
 
The Committee considered a verbal report from the Accident 
Compensation Corporation Representative. 
 
Jessica Davis read a statement from about the future of ACC for the 
benefit of the committee as follows: 
 
“In the last few years ACC has been laying the foundation for 
transformational change.  Our initial focus was on strategic partnerships to 
deliver a reduction in the incidence and severity of injuries, an increased 
return on investment (ROI) and increased scope of investments and 
innovation, as approved by Injury Prevention governance.  This has been 
successfully embedded and it is now appropriate to turn our focus to how 
we deliver on this across New Zealand, at a regional level. 
 
The new operating model is focused on delivering a return on investment 
(as required under ACC legislation), for every Injury Prevention dollar 
spent, and reducing the incidence and impact of injuries, through strategic 
relationships at a regional and national level. Members of the new team 
will be responsible for regions across New Zealand, delivering on IP 
Priorities, Strategies and Programmes within each region and 
communicating community readiness and insights to IP Portfolios within 
ACC. 
 
Although the new confirmed structure means a reduction in numbers, this 
does not mean that we are putting a lower priority on Injury Prevention in 
the regions.  Instead, we are wanting to focus our effort and resources on 
things that will make a quantifiable improvement and extend the reach of 
IP in the regions.  What the team loses in numbers will be more than made 
up for by the seniority, experience and calibre of the individuals in the new 
team. 
 
Now that we have confirmed the final structure, ACC will work with local 
partners and stakeholders to ensure that relationships are transitioned to 
the new model, as appropriate.  We anticipate that this engagement with 
local partners and stakeholders will begin in late November and continue 
through to when the new team is fully operational in early March.” 
 
Resolved: Member Davis / Councillor von Dadelszen 
 
THAT the Accident Compensation Corporation’s verbal report be received. 
 
 

JRS4.5 Travel Safe Road Safety Action Plan Report 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Travel Safe Programme 
Leader of the Tauranga City Council dated August 2017 - November 2017 
as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Karen Smith spoke to some of the projects that the Travel Safe 
Programme were undertaking including the Orange Day Parade to be held 
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on 1 December 2017.  Ms Smith played a video of the winning entries to a 
recent cycling promotion competition featuring students from local schools 
advocating for safe cycling. 
 
Regarding the Bells on Bikes Campaign, Ms Smith advised that she had 
found that bike shops usually removed the bells from bikes that they sold 
and that she sourced the bells from these shops to distribute for the 
programme. 
 
Ms Smith went on to thank the partners in the committee who contributed 
to the programmes that the Travel Safe team ran and the Travel Safe 
team for their tireless work. 
 
Resolved: Member Smith / Councillor Grainger 
 
THAT the Tauranga City Council Travel Safe Programme Leader’s report 
dated August 2017 - November 2017 be received. 
 
 

JRS4.6 Transport Agency Update 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Regional Road Safety Advisor 
dated November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Adam Francis updated the committee on the following projects: 
 The Katikati Bypass: Staff at NZTA were waiting for the board decision 

on increased funding for the project, which they anticipated they 
would receive by the end of 2017.  In the meantime, NZTA were 
looking at works that could be done to alleviate issues at key 
intersections in the Omokoroa / Te Puna area until the project was 
completed. 

 The State Highway 29A Hairini Link / Maungatapu Underpass: 
Councillor Grainger enquired as to whether a Park N Ride facility had 
been considered in this area as a way to provide parking for those 
commuting into the city to work.  Mr Francis advised he would follow 
up on this. 

 State Highway 29A Maungatapu Median Barrier: Mr Francis confirmed 
that the work here would be finished shortly and had been held up by 
an archaeological find. 

 Weather Activated Variable Speed Limit Signs (State Highway 29): 
Mr Francis indicated that the trial was nearly completed and that the 
signs would likely stay as the trial had proved to be largely successful. 

 
Mr Francis advised that due to restructuring within NZTA, subsequent 
reports would likely be at a national rather than regional level.  He also 
reported that there had been support for the proposal to raise speed limits 
on some roads to 110 kilometres per hour and the issue would likely be 
gazetted by the end of the year. 
 
Regarding questions about maintenance of road, Mr Francis advised that 
the wet winter had made keeping up with road maintenance difficult but 
was an issue that NZTA were aware of and working to rectify. 
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Resolved: Members Francis / Davis 
 
THAT the New Zealand Transport Agency Regional Road Safety Advisor’s 
report dated November 2017 be received. 
 
 

JRS4.7 Road Safety Action Plan 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council Sustainable Transport Officer dated 1 July 2017 to 
31 October 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Jenny Mack spoke to the report and pointed out some of the highlights for 
the committee.  She explained that there was a large focus on 
“born again” motorcyclists and encouraging skills based training in this 
group.  Jess Davis advised that while ACC levies for motorcyclists were 
high, that the only covered roughly one third of true cost incurred in all 
motorcycle accidents, 80% of which did not involve other vehicles.  The 
Regional Council was seeking to further subsidise these courses to make 
them more available to motorcyclists. 
 
Resolved: Member Mack / Councillor von Dadelszen 
 
That the Bay of Plenty Regional Council Sustainable Transport Officer’s 
report dated 1 July 2017 to 31 October 2017 be received. 
 
 

JRS4.8 2018 Meeting Schedule 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Democracy Advisor dated 
2 November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Mack / Smith 
 
1. THAT the Democracy Advisor’s report dated 2 November 2017 and 

titled 2018 Meeting Schedule be received. 
 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of low 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
 

3. THAT the Joint Road Safety Committee notes the following meeting 
schedule for the 2018 year: 
 
Meeting No. Date Agenda Closing Date 
JRS5 Tuesday 6 March 2018 Wednesday 21 

February 2018 
JRS6 Tuesday 8 May 2018 Tuesday 24 April 2018 
JRS7 Wednesday 8 August 2018 Thursday 26 July 2018 
JRS8 Tuesday 6 November 2018 Wednesday 24 October 

2018 
All meetings will be located at the Western Bay of Plenty District 
Council Chamber. 
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Chairperson Murray-Benge introduced Paul Howard of Westlink to the 
committee.  In response to questions, Mr Howard explained that he 
had been based in UK and that, in his experience, New Zealand road 
design was held up as an example internationally. 
 
 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 11.39am. 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. ________________________________ 

Councillor Margaret Murray-Benge 
Chairperson 
 
________________________________ 
Date 

 
JRS4
 


