
Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. JRS3 of Joint Road Safety Committee 
 held on 8 August 2017 in the Council Chamber, Barkes Corner, Tauranga 

commencing at 10.04am 
 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Councillor Margaret Murray-Benge (Chairperson) and Alex Finn (Western Bay of Plenty 
District Council), Councillor Bill Grainger (Deputy Chairperson) and Karen Smith (Tauranga 
City Council), Jenny Mack (Bay of Plenty Regional Council), Senior Sergeant Ian Campion 
(NZ Police), Adam Francis (NZ Transport Agency), Jessica Davis (Accident Compensation 
Corporation), and Peter Bedford (Automobile Association) 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
Gary Allis (Deputy Chief Executive), Phil Consedine (Tauranga City Council), Justine Wilton 
(Westlink), and Michelle Parnell (Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Others 
 
Kaye Clarke (New Zealand Transport Authority) 
 
 
Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Andrew von Dadelszen from the Bay of 
Plenty Regional Council and Martin Parkes from Tauranga City Council. 
 
Resolved: Members Smith / Francis 
 
THAT the apologies for absence from Councillor Andrew von Dadelszen from the Bay of 
Plenty Regional Council and Martin Parkes from Tauranga City Council be accepted. 
 
The Chairperson welcomed Mr Phil Consedine to the meeting in Martin Parkes’ place and Ms 
Kaye Clarke, whom she invited to present to the committee. 
 
 
Presentation 
 
JRS3.1 NZTA - Safety and Environment Business Group 

 
The Committee considered a presentation from Kaye Clarke, the Safer 



Minutes of JRS3 held on 8 August 2017  2 

Journey’s Programme Manager for the Safety and Environment business 
group for the New Zealand Transport Association who was in attendance 
to speak to the committee.  Ms Clarke explained that the Transport Agency 
had recently gone through a restructure from a functional structure to a 
value chain structure.  She explained the different groups within the 
structure and what each group was responsible for. 
 
 

10.12am Member Campion withdrew from the meeting. 
 
 
She advised that there were several areas of focus in the business 
particularly around safety, growth and shared vision with external partners.  
The safety group had initially focused on reducing the road toll but also 
considered environmental issues such as vehicle emissions and noise 
pollution.  A key function of this was to look at the information provided to 
inform their research and messages to the public around safety. 
 
 

10.13am Member Campion re-entered the meeting. 
 
 
Other factors in the focus on safety included vulnerable users of roads - 
cyclists and pedestrians.  The Transport Agency intended to work with the 
Ministry of Health regarding these factors and felt that this new approach 
enhanced it’s focus on road safety.  Key performance indicators for the 
group included to a reduction in deaths and serious injuries on roads and 
fuel efficiency. 
 
Ms Clarke advised of the new structure of the Safety and Environment  
business group, which included the Safety and Environment Director, Harry 
Wilson, and three management positions: 
 Interventions - the processing of data around road safety and 

implication of safety solutions where required. 
 Internal Safety, a focus on internal factors that could aid in safer 

roads, such as road design. 
 External Safety, partnering with external organisations, like the police, 

to champion road safety. 
 
The group managed the Safer Journeys Action Plan, which was reported 
through to the National Road Safety Committee, and included a strong 
implementation plan for the actions including the need to collate and 
effectively analyse the information they had collected alongside agencies, 
like the police, to produce an holistic result. 
 
The opportunity to work with other agencies around safety was very 
important to the group.  A campaign around motorcycle safety alongside 
the Accident Compensation Corporation was discussed along with ongoing 
conversations with the New Zealand Police around automation of 
enforcement, for example red light and point to point speed cameras.  The 
National Speed Guidelines had also been released, which meant that roads 
that were designed for higher speeds (110 km/hour) could be reviewed 
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and have their speed limits updated as required. 
 
In response to questions, Ms Clarke advised the following: 
 The team was very happy to liaise with the Joint Road Safety 

Committee directly or through Member Adam Francis. 
 The National Road Safety Committee was looking to include a 

representative from the Ministry of Education on the committee as 
they were very aware that education around compliance and road 
safety could be taught from a very young age.  This would include 
conversations about licensing of drivers. 

 The group would be glad to receive anonymised data from the 
Accident Compensation Corporation for use in school curriculums 
involving statistics so that the information would be embedded in the 
school system.  It was noted that the school modules were designed 
to receive this information but that previous attempts had not been 
successful because the teachers did not have access to the data. 

 The government had impressed upon the agency the importance of 
maintenance of the roading network and the agency balanced this 
responsibility with the budget they had been allocated. 

 The recent raise in fatal and serious car accidents was of concern.  
The trend was worldwide and was attributed to a number of factors. 

 The agency had been involved in lobbying the government for random 
drug testing of drivers and had struggled to get traction on this issue. 

 Ms Clarke would follow up regarding the priority of the State Highway 
Two corridor works as the corridor was one of the most dangerous in 
New Zealand even more so because there was not one specific 
causation of accidents on the road but many.  It was noted that this 
would be of particular importance to the Omokoroa Community. 

 Reporting from the agency to external partners was an area for 
growth and improvement. 

 The conversation about red light cameras was an ongoing one as the 
automation of the enforcement was an issue that the agency wanted 
to champion. 
 

Resolved: Councillor Murray-Benge / Member Smith 
 
THAT the presentation from the Safer Journey’s Programme Manager for 
the Safety and Environment business group for the New Zealand Transport 
Association be received. 
 
 

JRS3.2 Minutes of Meeting No. JRS2 of the Joint Road Safety Committee 
 
The Committee considered the minutes of JRS2 of the Joint Road Safety 
Committee meeting held on 16 May 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Campion / Finn 
 
THAT the minutes of Meeting No. JRS2 of the Joint Road Safety Committee 
held on 16 May 2017 as circulated with the agenda be confirmed as a true 
and correct record. 
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JRS3.3 Western Bay Joint Road Safety Operations Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee considered the minutes from the Western Bay Joint Road 
Safety Operations Meeting dated 10 May 2017 and 12 July 2017 as 

circulated with the agenda.  It was noted that there was no meeting in 
April 2017 due to the cyclone and the June meeting was cancelled due to a 
number of attendees having other commitments. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Murray-Benge / Member Campion 
 
THAT the minutes of Western Bay Joint Road Safety Operations Meeting 
dated 10 May 2017 and 12 July 2017 as circulated with the agenda be 
received. 
 
 

JRS3.4 New Zealand Police Report 
 
The Committee considered a report from Senior Sergeant Ian Campion of 
the New Zealand Police dated 20 July 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
It was noted that State Highway Two got twice the coverage of the other 
major highways in the area, which had a positive impact in terms of a 
reduction of accidents.  It was also reported that compliance to the new 
variable speed limits had been high. 
 
In response to questions, Member Campion advised the following: 
 On the whole, he found that there was a higher percentage of 

courteous behaviour from drivers on the roads but that there was also 
a small percentage of drivers who continued to drive discourteously 
including some instances of road rage. 

 There was a process for the testing of drivers for drug use alongside 
alcohol testing if the officer felt the driver was impaired but had 
passed a breath test. 

 
Resolved: Members Campion / Mack 
 
THAT Senior Sergeant Ian Campion’s report dated 20 July 2017 be 
received. 
 
 

JRS3.5 Automobile Association 2017 Election Calls 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Automobile Association as 
circulated with the agenda.  Member Bedford explained that the report had 
been distributed to their customers and to elected members and was 
regularly published in an election year. 
 
In response to questions about vehicle restraints, Member Bedford advised 
that advertising use of restraints in cars would be beneficial.  The use of 
technology where cars would not start if the seatbelt was not activated 
was also discussed. 
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There was also discussion about a phone app that the Chairperson had 
recently discovered that showed the service stations in the users vicinity, 
how far the user was to the nearest service station and the price of fuel at 
that service station, which Automobile Association customers could be 
made aware of. 
 
Resolved: Member Bedford / Councillor Murray-Benge 
 
THAT the Automobile Association’s report be received. 
 
 

JRS3.6 Travel Safe Road Safety Action Plan Report 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Travel Safe Programme 
Leader of the Tauranga City Council dated May to July 2017 as circulated 
with the agenda. 
 
Member Smith spoke to the report she had submitted.  She noted: 
 Orange Day planning was well underway for 2017 and schools were 

already asking for their supplies. 
 The winter PitStop had been a very strong programme in various 

locations that were regularly advertised. 
 Young Drivers Programmes had been working well with the help of the 

New Zealand Police.  Programmes were fully booked with students 
and parents, which was very encouraging. 

 Programmes for elderly drivers were also popular and fully booked.  
The campaign message for these programmes was “The responsibility 
for my safety rests with me” and programmes were run in partnership 
with Age Concern. 

 Cycling training for students of all ages and adults was also 
progressing well. 

 Member Smith had been covering two roles while the second role had 
been advertised and was pleased to report that no programmes had 
been stopped or put off as a result of this. 

 The Travel Safe newsletters for Primary age students had been well 
received and the intention was to provide something similar for 
Intermediate and High School aged students. 

 There had been successful planning days for the 2018 - 2021 plan. 
 
Member Smith played a video for the committee about the cycle trail 
created at Gate Pa school which featured interviews with Minister Simon 
Bridges and Councillor Bill Grainger.  She explained that the principal of 
Gate Pa had been nominated for an award for the cycle trail. 
 
Resolved: Member Smith / Councillor Grainger 
 
THAT the Tauranga City Council Travel Safe Programme Leader’s report 
dated May to July 2017 be received. 
 
 

11.45am Councillor Grainger withdrew from the meeting. 
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JRS3.7 Approval of Draft 2018-21 Action Plan 
 
The Travel Safe Programme Leader of the Tauranga City Council tabled the 
draft 2018-2021 Action Plan for the committee to consider and explained 
that the plan was a continuation of and building upon what had been done 
over the last triennium. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Murray-Benge / Members Davis 
 
THAT the Draft 2018-2021 Action Plan be approved. 
 
 

JRS3.8 Transport Agency Update 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Regional Road Safety Advisor 
dated August 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Regarding current projects of note, Member Francis advised the following: 
 The proposed works on the Tauranga Northern Link and State 

Highway Two were before the agency board for discussion at the end 
of August 2017. 

 The works at Te Puna and Minden Road were close to finishing. 
 The agency were very aware of the need to monitor closely the impact 

that the upcoming works at Baypark would have on traffic. 
 Public consultation was imminent for the State Highway 29 Poike Road 

Overbridge project. 
 
In response to a question, Member Francis advised that tolling may be 
applied to the Tauranga Northern Link and that this would be assessed 
before the road was opened. 
 
Resolved: Members Francis / Smith 
 
THAT the New Zealand Transport Agency Regional Road Safety Advisor’s 
report dated August 2017 be received. 
 
 

JRS3.9 Road Safety Action Plan 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council Sustainable Transport Officer dated 1 July 2016 - 31 March 2017 
as circulated with the agenda. 
 
In response to questions, Member Mack advised that figure two on page 
77 referred to quality of roads as per a five star rating.  Member Francis 
clarified that, while there were no five star roads in the Western Bay, the 
Tauranga Eastern Link had a 4+ star rating. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Murray-Benge / Member Davis 
 
That the Bay of Plenty Regional Council Sustainable Transport Officer’s 
report dated 1 July 2016 - 31 March 2017 be received. 
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JRS3.10 Accident Compensation Corporation 

 
The Committee considered a verbal report from the Accident 
Compensation Corporation.  Member Davis advised of a presentation from 
the Motorcycle Portfolio team that would take place on Wednesday 
9 August that all members of the committee had been invited to. 
 
She further advised that the Accident Compensation Corporation had been 
working to incentivise free safety point checks of motorcycles. 
 
In response to a question regarding motorcyclists’ views on wire rope 
barriers, Member Davis advised she would get back to the committee 
about this after the event on 9 August 2017. 
 
Resolved: Members Davis / Finn 
 
THAT the verbal report from the Accident Compensation Corporation be 
received. 
 
 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 12.19pm. 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. ________________________________ 

Councillor Margaret Murray-Benge 
Chairperson 
 
________________________________ 
Date 

 
JRS3 
 


