
Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. JRS2 of Joint Road Safety Committee 
 held on 16 May 2017 in the Council Chamber, Barkes Corner, Tauranga 

commencing at 10.02am 
 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Councillor Margaret Murray-Benge (Chairperson) and Alex Finn (Western Bay of Plenty 
District Council), Councillor Bill Grainger (Deputy Chairperson) and Martin Parkes (Tauranga 
City Council), Councillor Andrew von Dadelszen (Bay of Plenty Regional Council), Senior 
Sergeant Ian Campion (NZ Police), Adam Francis (NZ Transport Agency), Jessica Davis 
(Accident Compensation Corporation) and Peter Bedford (Automobile Association) 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
Gary Allis (Deputy Chief Executive, Western Bay of Plenty District Council), Justine Wilton 
(Westlink) and Michelle Parnell (Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Karen Smith (Tauranga City Council) and Jenny 
Mack (Bay of Plenty Regional Council). 
 
Resolved: Members Davis / Campion 
 
THAT the apologies for absence from Members Smith and Mack be accepted. 
 
 
Late Items 
 
The Chairperson advised there was one late item for the Joint Road Safety Committee to 
consider for inclusion in the open section of the agenda, being Draft Travel Safe Report 
Road Safety Action Plan 2017-18 for Approval. 
 
The reason that this item was not included on the agenda was that the report was not 
available at the time the agenda was printed and it could not be delayed to the next 
scheduled Joint Road Safety Committee meeting because approval was required before the 
next meeting. 
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Resolved: Member Parkes / Councillor Grainger 
 

1. THAT, in accordance with Section 46A (7) of the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act the following item be considered as a late item of open business: 
 
 Travel Safe Report Road Safety Action Plan 2017-18 for Approval 
 
 

JRS2.1 Minutes of Meeting No. JRS1 of the Joint Road Safety Committee 
held on 21 February 2017 
 
The Committee considered the minutes of JRS2 of the Joint Road Safety 
Committee meeting held on 21 February 2017 as circulated with the 
agenda. 
 
Resolved: Councillor Murray-Benge / Member Finn 
 
THAT the minutes of Meeting No. JRS2 of the Joint Road Safety Committee 
held on 21 February 2017 as circulated with the agenda be confirmed as a 
true and correct record. 
 
 

JRS2.2 Western Bay Joint Road Safety Operations Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee considered the minutes from the Western Bay Joint Road 
Safety Operations Meeting dated February 2017 and March 2017 as 
circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Members Campion / Parkes 
 
THAT the minutes of Western Bay Joint Road Safety Operations Meeting 
dated February 2017 and March 2017 as circulated with the agenda be 
received. 
 
 

JRS2.3 New Zealand Police Report 
 
The Committee considered a report from Senior Sergeant Ian Campion of 
the New Zealand Police dated 16 May 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Senior Sergeant Campion reported the following: 
 There had been five crashes so far this year, which was an 

improvement on the same time the previous year. 
 The New Zealand Police were going to run an operation that meant 

offenders ticketed for driving illegally on a learners or restricted 
licence, who had had their licence for an extended period of time, 
would be given a 28 day compliance clause to sit their next licence.   
If they did so successfully, they would not be fined or have their 
demerit points activated for the initial offense.  The purpose of this 
operation was to give recidivist offenders of the graduate licence 
process an incentive to become fully licenced drivers. 
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 The alcohol prosecutions had tracked towards lower figures for 2017 
than for 2016. 

 The Ngati Kahu iwi had run two very successful drink driving 
programmes, one for recidivist drivers and the other a short course.  
Senior Sergeant Campion spoke to and tabled a document regarding 
the statistics he had received regarding these courses. 

 
In response to questions, Senior Sergeant Campion advised: 
 State Highway Two North has a high occurrence of incidents caused 

by distraction and intersection issues, which was difficult to alleviate in 
the design of a road and for the police for enforce.  It was agreed the 
best that could be done was to design the road to minimise the impact 
of drivers making errors. 

 The five crashes advised were mainly on local roads so while it was 
important to make sure the State Highways are safe, focus could not 
be taken from local roads to do so. 

 
Resolved: Member Campion / Councillor von Dadelszen 
 
THAT the New Zealand Police’s report dated 16 May 2017 be received. 
 
 

JRS2.4 Travel Safe Report Road Safety Action Plan 2017-18 for Approval 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Travel Safe Programme 
Leader of the Tauranga City Council dated July 2017 - June 2018, as 
circulated separately with the agenda. 
 
Mr Parkes spoke to the report in Karen Smith’s absence and pointed out 
the addition of the information carried in the appendices. 
 
In response to questions, Mr Parkes advised that Tauranga City Council 
was currently developing a cycleway action plan and were aware that, 
while there were many cycling facilities in Tauranga that, because they 
were shared carriageways and on busy roadways, they were only being 
used by more confident cyclists.  In addition: 
 The action plan included more offroad segments to local cycleways 

including a link from the Mount to the City Centre. 
 It was currently an offense to cycle on footpaths that were not 

designated shared facilities for cyclists. 
 The plan was mindful of the uptake in use of electric bicycles and the 

speeds that electric bicycles could get up to. 
 There was the possibility of designating existing footpaths as shared 

facilities but many of these existing footpaths would need to be 
widened to make this safe. 

 
Ms Davis shared that the Accident Compensation Corporation had reported 
a claims peak in 2013 for cycle related claims that had been steadily 
declining since then. 
 
Mr Finn added that while the 2016 crash statistics in the Western Bay of 
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Plenty where high in comparison with other local areas, that the staff at 
Western Bay of Plenty District Council were aware of the problem areas 
and were working in consultation with local people in these areas to find 
practical solutions. 
 
Resolved: Member Parkes / Councillor von Dadelszen 
 
THAT the Travel Safe Report Road Safety Action Plan 2017-18 be received 
and approved. 
 
 

JRS2.5 Travel Safe Road Safety Action Plan Report 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Travel Safe Programme 
Leader of the Tauranga City Council dated February 2017 - May 2017 as 
circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Member Parkes / Councillor von Dadelszen 
 
THAT the Tauranga City Council Travel Safe Programme Leader’s report 
dated February 2017 - May 2017 be received. 
 
 

JRS2.6 Transport Agency Update 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Regional Road Safety Advisor 
dated May 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Mr Francis spoke to the report specifically to update the committee 
regarding recent projects of note and advised the following: 
 The New Zealand Transport Agency had recently consulted with 

communities about State Highway Two North regarding short term 
solutions for current issues that in the long term would be fixed with 
the works planned.  Options for how to move forward would be 
considered by the New Zealand Transport Agency board in July 2017 
where cost and project timeline would be discussed. 

 There had been significant challenges with the Te Puna / Minden 
roundabout project, including a limitation on work hours due to noise 
pollution, weather issues both locally and nationally (resources had 
been diverted from the work to other parts of the country during bad 
weather) and strict consent conditions attached to the project. 

 The Baypark / Bayfair project had started with a sod turning event 
after this meeting.  It was also noted that there were strict 
performance requirements in the contract for the work including a 
minimisation to any interruption to the flow of traffic in the area. 

 There had been reasonable compliance with the weather activated 
speed limit signs particularly in foggy conditions.  There was now a 
view to use the system is other places in the country.  A suggestion 
was made that a similar system could be put in place for areas with 
high traffic during only some parts of the day.  While there had been 
some reports that some users were not aware that the speed limits 
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presented by the signs were the legal limit and were therefore 
enforceable by Police, the New Zealand Transport Agency were 
confident that regular users of the highway were aware of this. 

 The draft national speed limit guide had been released for 
consultation.  There was confirmation that current speed limits were 
under review and that some would change once the road was 
upgraded to the appropriate specifications. 

 
Mr Francis also advised that the New Zealand Transport Agency had some 
open days coming up at the end of May and in November for local 
projects. 
 
The Chairperson complimented the New Zealand Transport Agency for 
their consultation process as per Omokoroa. 
 
Resolved: Member Francis / Councillor Murray-Benge 
 
THAT the New Zealand Transport Agency Regional Road Safety Advisor’s 
report dated May 2017 be received. 
 
 

JRS2.7 Road Safety Action Plan 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council Sustainable Transport Officer dated 1 July 2016 - 31 March 2017 
as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Resolved: Councillor von Dadelszen / Member Parkes 
 
That the Bay of Plenty Regional Council Sustainable Transport Officer’s 
report dated 1 July 2016 - 31 March 2017 be received. 
 
 

JRS2.8 General Updates 
 
There was some discussion about the role and purpose of the Joint Road 
Safety Committee. The following was confirmed: 
 Each Councillor was responsible for the profile of the committee within 

their own Council. 
 One of the jobs to the committee to do was to receive the Road Safety 

Action Plan and to ensure its outworking throughout the year. 
 While the committee did not have a delegated budget, part of their 

work was to discuss issues and make recommendations to committees 
within the three Councils that did, and the Annual Plan and Long Term 
Plan processes run by each Council.  An item about would be added to 
the next Joint Road Safety Committee agenda for discussion about 
recommendations that could be made to various Council’s Long Term 
Plan and Annual Plan processes. 

 The annual TRAFINZ conference was an event that could be publicised 
more through the Joint Road Safety Committee. 
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Justine Wilton from Westlink was present and advised of the following: 
 Electronic school slower speed signs were to be installed at the school 

at Waitangi. 
 Turning bays on Omokoroa Road were to be installed shortly. 
 The barriers on the Tauranga Eastern Link were doing their job in 

terms of keeping drivers on the road but there had been several 
strikes to the barriers that were indicative that drivers were hitting 
them with some force. 

 
Jessica Davies, from the Accident Compensation Corporation, also reported 
that the Accident Compensation Corporation had been looking at how to 
more effectively deliver messages about injury prevention and would 
report back to the Committee when there was something to report. 
 
 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 12.00pm. 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. ________________________________ 

Councillor Margaret Murray-Benge 
Chairperson 
 
________________________________ 
Date 

 
JRS2
 


