
Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. JRS1 of Joint Road Safety Committee 
 held on 21 February 2017 in the Council Chamber, Barkes Corner, Tauranga 

commencing at 10.00am 
 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Councillor Margaret Murray-Benge (Chairperson) (Western Bay of Plenty District Council), 
Councillor Bill Grainger (Deputy Chairperson) and Martin Parkes and Karen Smith (Tauranga 
City Council), Councillor Andrew von Dadelszen and Jenny Mack (Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council), Senior Sergeant Ian Campion (NZ Police) and Adam Francis (New Zealand 
Transport Agency) 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
Gary Allis (Deputy Chief Executive, Western Bay of Plenty District Council), Justine Wilton 
(Westlink), Fleur Sweeney (Democracy Management Advisor) and Michelle Parnell 
(Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Others 
 
As listed in the minutes. 
 
 
Apologies 
 
It was noted that Member Alex Finn was on leave of absence, and that Jessica Davis 
(Accident Compensation Corporation) was absent.  There was no representative from the 
Automobile Association present. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The Chairperson addressed the Committee and advised of her history as a Councillor and 
emphasised the importance road safety in the region. 
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Presentations 
 
 
JRS1.1 Justin Rae - Safe Roads Alliance 

 
Justin Rae, Community Engagement Manager, Safe Roads Alliance was in 
attendance to give a short presentation on the philosophy and work of Safe 
Roads Alliance. 
 
Mr Rae introduced his colleagues Tim Haigh, Regional Delivery Manager, 
and Cara Phillips, Project Manager.  Ms Phillips spoke to a powerpoint 
presentation regarding the role of Safe Roads Alliance and their role in road 
safety. 
 
In response to questions, the Committee was advised: 

 There was a 20% reduction in death and injury in instances where 
wide middle lines and rumble strips had been introduced. 

 There was a current project where road use by cyclist was being 
analysed to ascertain where safety treatments for cyclists should be 
located bearing in mind that, in some areas, cycleways had been 
constructed separately from highways. 

 Safe Roads Alliance research had concluded that head on crashes on 
roads with a single centre line largely occur because of distraction, 
tiredness and because drivers were cutting corners, not just because 
drivers were trying to pass in incorrect or dangerous places. 

 Safe Roads Alliance’s philosophy was that, while they could not control 
drivers’ behaviours and stop them from getting distracted or driving 
while tired, they could make recommendations to make roads safer so 
that errors did not result in fatalities. 

 
Resolved: Councillors Murray-Benge / von Dadelszen 
 
THAT the presentation from Safe Roads Alliance be received. 
 
 

JRS1.2 Western Bay Joint Road Safety Operations Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee considered the minutes from the Western Bay Joint Road 
Safety Operations Meeting dated 9 November 2016 and 14 December 2016 
as circulated with the agenda and the minutes dated 12 October 2016 as 
circulated separately with the agenda. 
 
In answer to a question, the Chairperson clarified the relationship between 
of Westlink to the Western Bay of Plenty District Council. 
 
Resolved: Members Francis / Parkes 

 
THAT the minutes of Western Bay Joint Road Safety Operations Meeting 
dated 9 November 2016 and 14 December 2016 as circulated with the 
agenda and the minutes dated 12 October 2016 as circulated separately 
with the agenda be received. 
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JRS1.3 New Zealand Police Report 

 
The Committee considered a report from Senior Sergeant Ian Campion of 
the New Zealand Police dated February 2017 as circulated with the 
agenda. 
 
Senior Sergeant Campion reported that the accident and death rates were 
the worst they have been in ten years.  He advised that there had been an 
increase in crashes with multiple victims and that the majority of these 
crashes were caused by distraction. 
 
In response to questions, Senior Sergeant Campion advised: 

 The speed camera project had taken some time and had been through 
two consultation periods of which the represented authorities had 
taken part in recommending the best locations for speed cameras.  He 
also advised that, in his opinion, red light cameras and speed cameras 
would help road safety in the area considerably. 

 In terms of educating drivers about distractions while driving, 
campaigns had included pamphlets for all drivers and a Safe Driver 
Expo aimed at Year 11 students. 

 In discussing future campaigns about driver distraction, Senior 
Sergeant Campion advised that they would likely tend towards 
encouraging social responsibility as research had indicated that this 
was more effective than using “shock tactics.” 

 Although it was agreed that the instances of young people offending 
was improving greatly, this was put down to the new Zero Tolerance 
Policy by police and the current education programmes that focused 
on social responsibility. 

 The Tauranga Eastern Link has had very few crashes on it, and those 
that have occurred have been classified as low trauma because of the 
safe design of the road. 

 Senior Sergeant Campion advised that there were a number of nose to 
tail accidents caused by drivers tailgating. 

 
Resolved: Member Campion / Councillor Murray-Benge 
 
THAT the report from the New Zealand Police dated February 2017 be 
received. 
 
 

JRS1.4 Travel Safe Road Safety Action Plan Report 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Travel Safe Programme 
Leader of the Tauranga City Council dated August 2016 - February 2017 as 
circulated separately with the agenda. 
 
Karen Smith highlighted the importance of collaboration for the 
programmes that she runs.  She drew attention to the banners around the 
room that were created for the Orange Day parade.  She advised that the 
banners were created by students who identified a personal road safety 
topic that they wanted to advertise. 
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Karen Smith also advised that there was an emerging issue for the 
programmes she ran caused by growth in the region and gave an example 
of a local school that was asking for programmes for twice as many 
students than last year.  She would also like to see the Joint Road Safety 
Committee advocate for more police involved in road safety in the area.  
There had recently been an increase in resources to the police at a 
national level but it was unclear as to how this would affect roading police 
in the Bay of Plenty. 
 
In response to questions, Karen Smith advised: 
 Her programmes were funded through the New Zealand Transport 

Agency and through local Council’s Long Term Plan Strategies, and 
was given resources in terms of police and agency support when 
required. 

 There was a current programme called “Be Bright Be Safe" where 
students were encouraged to been seen while cycling and, while the 
students were given bright backpack covers, this unfortunately did not 
mean that they would use them all the time. 

 
In a response questions, Martin Parkes advised the following: 

 The funding for the programmes run by the Travel Safe Programme 
Leader from the local councils was based on the Long Term Plan 
process and so was reviewed triennially. 

 The Travel Safe Programme Leader ran her programmes on a very 
tight budget and any further funding would be gratefully received. 

 The Tauranga City cycling network was currently under review and 
suggestions to partition off cycleways and reinstate cycleways that had 
previously been disestablished could be looked at. 
 
 

11.25am Gary Allis withdrew from the meeting. 
 
 
Karen Smith advised of upcoming workshop in the area. 
 
Resolved: Member Smith / Councillor von Dadelszen 
 
THAT the Tauranga City Council Travel Safe Programme Leader’s report 
dated August 2016 - February 2017 be received. 
 
 

JRS1.5 Transport Agency Update 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Regional Road Safety Advisor 
dated February 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Adam Francis advised that the New Zealand Transport Agency had made a 
presentation to the Western Bay of Plenty District Council’s Operations and 
Monitoring Committee about the Speed Management Guide and offered 
the same presentation to the other Councils. 
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In response to questions, Adam Francis advised: 

 Growth in the area had placed a large burden on some of the roading 
networks and intersections and that the Transport Agency was aware 
of many issues and that they would be looking at them moving 
forward. 

 There had been a couple of glitches with the weather activated signs 
and the operators turning things on and off at the appropriate time. 

 The New Zealand Transport Agency was currently going through a 
restructure with the aim of becoming more customer focussed. 

 
 

11.47am Bill Grainger withdrew from the meeting. 
 
 
Resolved: Members Francis / Smith 
 
THAT the New Zealand Transport Agency Regional Road Safety Advisor’s 
report dated February 2017 be received. 
 
 

JRS1.6 Road Safety Action Plan 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council Sustainable Transport Officer dated July - December 2016 as 
circulated with the agenda. 
 
Jenny Mack advised of the following: 

 The report format had changed and she hoped the Committee would 
find it informative and easy to read. 

 After a successful New Years campaign through Mai FM, the Bay of 
Plenty Regional Council was looking at other events to aim similar 
campaigns at. 

 
Resolved: Member Mack / Councillor von Dadelszen 
 
That the Bay of Plenty Regional Council Sustainable Transport Officer’s 
report dated July - December 2016 be received. 
 
 

JRS1.7 Next Meeting - 16 May 2017 
 
In finishing the meeting, the Chairperson invited Justine Wilton from 
Westlink to speak.  She advised the following: 

 Westlink had been working on the Te Puke Highway Revocation 
Process.  There had been lots of work to urbanise, improve and 
manage speed. 

 A big success for Westlink was to get school zone signs for the school 
in Waitangi and also for Te Puke High and Primary School. 

 There had been a recent upsurge in public complaints received by 
Westlink about discourteous driving in the area including but not 
limited to parking and speeding. 
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The meeting concluded at 12.03pm. 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record. ________________________________ 

Councillor Margaret Murray-Benge 
Chairperson 
 
________________________________ 
Date 

 
JRS1
 


