
Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. C11 of Council 
 held on 21 November 2017 in the Council Chamber, Barkes Corner, Tauranga 

commencing at 12.30pm 
 
 

 
 
Present 
 
His Worship the Mayor G J Webber (Chairperson), Councillors G Dally, M Dean, M Lally, 
P Mackay, K Marsh, D Marshall, M Murray-Benge, J Palmer, J Scrimgeour, D Thwaites and 
M Williams 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
M Taris (Chief Executive Officer), G Allis (Deputy Chief Executive), E Holtsbaum (Group 
Manager Technology, Customer and Community Services), R Davie (Group Manager Policy, 
Planning and Regulatory Services), P Hennessey (Strategic Advisor), G Payne (Strategic 
Advisor), B Whitton (Customer Relationships Manager), D Ofsoske (Election Services), 
F Begley (Community Relationships Manager), E Rogers (Policy and Planning Manager), 
P Tapsell (Workforce Development and Cultural Advisor), C Nepia (Māori Relationships and 
Engagement Advisor), R Woodward (Communications Advisor), M Parnell (Democracy 
Advisor), and F Sweeney (Democracy Management Advisor) 
 
 
Community Boards 
 
M Grainger (Chairperson, Omokoroa Community Board), A Sole, (Chairperson, Waihi Beach 
Community Board), P Miller (Chairperson Te Puke Community Board), B Button, J Dugmore, 
and R Spratt (Members, Te Puke Community Board), N Mayo (Member Katikati Community 
Board) 
 
 
Others 
 
As noted in the minutes and 57 members of the public, and 4 members of the media 
 
The meeting was opened with a mihi whakatau (as provided for in Standing Orders) given 
on behalf of Council by Reon Tuanau - Tangata Whenua of Tauranga Moana and the 
Tauranga Moana Co Chair of the Partnership Forum, followed by a karakia given by 
Sonny Ranapia.  Mayor Webber then gave a mihi on behalf of Council. 
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Apologies 
 
Apologies for lateness were received from Councillors Dally and Lally. 
 
Resolved: Mackay / Williams 
 
THAT the apologies for lateness from Councillors Dally and Lally be accepted. 
 
 
Public Forum 
 
Resolved: Thwaites / Marshall 
 
THAT the meeting adjourn for the purpose of holding a public forum. 
 
From the public gallery Christina Humphries introduced herself and spoke stating that she 
did not approve of Māori wards.  She said that everyone had the opportunity to stand for 
Council, as she herself had done unsuccessfully, and that Māori had the same opportunity as 
others and it was not democratic to have Māori wards.  She said she believed that all 
members of the community had the same opportunity to make their opinions heard. 
 
Norm Mayo (member of the Katikati Community Board) also spoke noting he did not 
differentiate on people based on the colour of their skin and he believed that Māori wards 
were apartheid. 
 
Resolved: Murray-Benge / Marsh 
 
THAT the meeting reconvene in formal session at 12.43pm. 
 
 
C11.1 Receipt of Minutes - Tauranga Moana / Te Arawa ki Takutai 

Partnership Forum (PF2) dated 10 November 2017 
 
Council considered minutes of the Tauranga Moana / Te Arawa ki Takutai 
Partnership Forum (PF2) dated 10 November 2017 as circulated with this 
agenda. 
 
Resolved: Thwaites / Scrimgeour 
 
THAT the minutes from the Tauranga Moana / Te Arawa ki Takutai 
Partnership Forum (PF2) dated 10 November 2017 be received. 
 
 

C11.2 Recommendation from the Tauranga Moana / Te Arawa ki 
Takutai Partnership Forum - Establishment of Maori Ward/s 
 
Council considered a report from the Democracy Management Advisor 
dated 13 November 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
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Resolved: Mackay / Williams 
 
THAT Council receives the recommendations of the Tauranga Moana / Te 
Arawa ki Takutai Partnership Forum regarding the establishment of Māori 
wards and notes that these are included in a substantive report to follow 
the receipt of this report. 
 
 

C11.3 Establishment of Maori Wards 2017 
 
Council considered a report from the Group Manager Technology, 
Customer and Community Services dated 13 November 2017 as circulated 
with the agenda.  Mayor Webber invited Reon Tuanau, Maria Horne and 
Kevin Tohiariki representing the Tauranga Moana/Te Arawa ki Takutai 
Partnership Forum to give Council the presentation received by the 
partnership forum on the 10th November and leading to its 
recommendation to Council.  A video was shown discussing the importance 
of representation to tangata whenua and the representatives tabled and 
gave a powerpoint presentation to Council. 
 
 

12.47pm Councillor Lally entered the meeting. 
 
 
At the end of the presentation the Mayor invited the Group Manager 
Technology, Customer and Community Services to highlight the main 
issues in the report.  She gave a verbal summary of the main points of the 
report as included in the agenda. 
 
 

1.00pm Councillor Dally entered the meeting. 
 
 
The Mayor noted that as there were no requests from members for 
clarification on the report he would move recommendations 1,2, 3a, 4 and 
5 and speak to the motion, which was seconded by Councillor Williams. 
 
Mayor Webber in speaking to the motion highlighted the following: 
 Council’s obligations, in determining representation, to consider 

communities of interest, effective representation and fair 
representation across the whole district. 

 Council’s obligations to provide opportunities for Māori to contribute to 
decision making processes, and the opportunity to maximise this 
through the creation of a Māori ward. 

 Council’s opportunity to reinforce its vision to provide strong 
governance. 

 Recognition that other Councils in their representation reviews in this 
triennium including Whakatane, Wairoa, Manawatu District Councils, 
Palmerston North City Council and Waikato Regional Council were also 
taking a leadership stance on this issue to benefit from a closer 
partnership between their Councils and tangata whenua. 
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Councillors were each invited to speak to the motion.  Councillor Williams 
indicated his support for the motion, noting the evolution in New Zealand 
of democracy from votes for landowners only until today’s position where 
all over the age of 18 had the right to vote. 
 
Councillor Lally spoke of his opposition to the motion, noting that the 
Whakatane District Council supporting vote went through by one person, 
and that he did not believe there was public support for this proposition as 
no one he had spoken to supported the introduction of Māori wards. 
 
Councillor Marsh spoke noting that he did not vote either for or against the 
recommendation at the partnership forum and he believed that all were 
equal and he had difficulty supporting the proposal.  He believed every one 
had the same obligations in terms of rates, and he loved his land as did 
the Māori. 
 
Councillor Thwaites noted his support for the creation of Māori wards as a 
true recognition of the partnership and an opportunity to look ahead with 
great promise. 
 
Councillor Murray-Benge noted she was the only woman on the Council 
and had been serving as an elected Councillor since 1977.  She spoke at 
length on her understanding of the history of democracy in England, and 
the democratic process of election.  She gave a summary of her personal 
history and experience as an elected member and her opposition to the 
concept of Māori wards. 
 
Councillor Dean spoke in favour of the proposal for Māori wards and the 
giving of a voice to Māori at the Council table. 
 
Councillor Dally spoke in favour of establishing Māori wards and noted 
Council’s responsibility to lead the community. 
 
Councillor Marshall then spoke about his study of the Resource 
Management Act and Council’s legal responsibilities, and the more that he 
understood Council’s legal responsibilities and worked with Māori the more 
he believed that Council should ensure that Māori were represented at 
Council. 
 
Councillor Mackay spoke in support of the recommendation noting his 
respect for forum members and he believed the time had come for Māori 
representation. 
 
Councillor Scrimgeour noted that he had previously been opposed to 
specific wards for Māori and wondered what could be achieved through 
implementing Māori wards but he had now come to recognise how much it 
meant to Māori to have representation.  He also believed that the 
government was considering legislating a requirement for Māori 
representation and Western Bay need not wait for that. 
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Resolved: Mayor Webber / Williams 
 
1. THAT the Group Manager Technology Customer and Community 

Services report dated 13 November 2017 and titled Establishment of 
Māori Wards 2017 be received. 
 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of high 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
 

3a. THAT in accordance with the discretion conferred by Section 19Z of 
the Local Electoral Act 2001, Māori wards shall be established for the 
next two triennial elections in 2019 and 2022. 

 
AND 
 
4. THAT public notice of the decision to establish Māori wards (and the 

right of electors to demand a poll) shall be duly given in accordance 
with the requirements of the Local Electoral Act 2001. 
 

5. THAT the Partnership Forum will be maintained as another important 
mechanism through which Tangata Whenua contribute to Council 
decision making. 
 
 
A division was called. 
 
Voting on the motion was as follows: 
 
For the Motion: Mayor Webber, Councillors Dally, Dean, 

Mackay, Marshall, Palmer, Scrimgeour, 
Thwaites and Williams. 

 
Against the Motion: Councillors Lally, Marsh and Murray-Benge. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
 
At the Mayor’s invitation Anthony Wihapi, Te Arawa ki Takutai Co 
Chair of the Partnership Forum, spoke on behalf of Tangata Whenua 
and thanked Council for the decision.  Tangata Whenua present in the 
public gallery then gave a waiata to recognise the occasion. 
 
 

1.45pm The meeting adjourned for afternoon tea. 
2.05pm The meeting reconvened.  Councillor Murray-Benge was not present. 

 
 

C11.4 Recommendations to the Remuneration Authority Consultation 
Document 2017 
 
Council considered a report from the Mayor dated 8 November 2017 as 
circulated with the agenda. 
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Resolved: Mackay / Dally 
 
1. THAT the Mayor’s Report to Council with recommendations to the 

Remuneration Authority on Part 3 of the Consultation Document 
issued in 2017 be received. 
 

2. THAT Council endorse the proposed responses to the Remuneration 
Authority as attached to this report (Attachment A). 

 
 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 2.10pm. 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record ________________________________ 

G J Webber, JP 
Mayor 
 
________________________________ 
Date 
 

C11
 


