
Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting No. CC2 of the Community Committee 
 held on 16 March 2017 in the Pukehina Community Hall 

commencing at 10.00am 
 
 

 
 
Present 
 
Councillor P Mackay (Chairperson), Councillors G Dally, M Dean, M Lally, K Marsh, 
D Marshall, J Palmer, J Scrimgeour, D Thwaites and M Williams 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
E Holtsbaum (Group Manager Technology, Customer and Community Services), F Begley 
(Community Engagement Manager), B Wilson (Community Relationship Advisor), G Ayo 
(Community Relationship Advisor) and M Parnell (Democracy Advisor) 
 
 
Others 
Eleven members of the public and as listed in the minutes. 
 
 
Apologies 
 
An apology for absence was received from His Worship the Mayor and for lateness from 
Councillor Palmer.  It was noted that Councillor Murray-Benge was on leave of absence. 
 
Resolved: Marsh / Marshall 
 
THAT the apologies for absence from His Worship the Mayor and for lateness from Councillor 
Palmer be accepted. 
 
 
Public Forum 
 
Resolved: Williams / Scrimgeour 
 
THAT the meeting adjourn for the purpose of holding a public forum. 
 
Jenny Ledge, a resident of Pukehina, tabled a document addressing concerns that she and 
her fellow residents had as well as some recommended solutions. 
 
She advised that many residents had not been aware of the meeting today despite it being 
advertised through the Bay of Plenty Times and being available on the Council website.  She 
suggested a texting system like that used by the Civil Defence Management group for 
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tsunami warnings might be a more appropriate means of communication with smaller 
communities like Pukehina. 
 
Ms Hedge explained that there had been rapid growth in Pukehina and she asked that the 
Committee would be mindful of this and that the Council “future proof” the area before 
issues became too big to deal with.  She had the following suggestions to make: 

 There were numerous hazards along Pukehina Parade including a lack of kerbing on the 
beach side of the road. 

 There was potential for many more parks at Dotterel Point if the area was used more 
like the layout between the Maketu Surf Club and the adjacent café. 

 Angled parking in front of the beachfront reserves would allow for more parking than 
the current layout does. 

 The footpath in front of 398 Pukehina Parade was in need of levelling as it was a 
potential hazard for less able-bodied residents. 

 
A survey of hands of who in the public forum who be happy to give their email addresses to 
Council for communication purposes revealed three out of the fourteen were happy to do so. 
 
 
Coastal Erosion 
 
Kathy Haakma expressed concern regarding coastal erosion in the area and advised of 
erosion of the property at the estuary frontage.  She was referred to the Coastal Erosion 
have your say process and advised her concerns would be passed to staff. 
 
 
10.08am Councillor Palmer entered the meeting. 
 
 
Information Given to Third Parties 
 
Alex White, member of the Pukehina Ratepayers Association and Real Estate Agent, advised 
that a client had had insurance for their new home in Pukehina declined because of 
information allegedly given to the insurance company from Council staff.  The matter was 
referred to staff for further investigation. 
 
 
Resolved: Williams / Thwaites 
 
THAT the meeting be reconvened in formal session at 10.13am. 
 
 
CC2.1 SociaLink 

 
The Community Committee considered a presentation from Liz Davies, 
General Manager of SociaLink, who were in attendance to give a 
presentation to the Community Committee on SociaLink and its activities. 
 
Ms Davies spoke to a powerpoint presentation regarding the role of 
SociaLink in the community. 
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In response to questions, Ms Davies advised the following: 

 The information regarding the four indicator associated with having 
poor outcomes later in life came from a study from University of Otago 
study in 2013 about education, income and access and was based on 
information gathered in the previous census.  It was agreed that a 
large event (such as orchards affected by PSA) could skew this 
information. 

 SociaLink currently employed two part time staff but were seeking to 
increase this to two full time equivalent staff members. 

 SociaLink’s purpose was to support all social services and this could 
include but was not limited to providing assistance with human 
resources, information technology and administration. 

 
Resolved: Marshall / Thwaites 
 
THAT the presentation from SociaLink be received. 
 
 

CC2.2 Food Council 
 
The Community Committee considered a presentation from Hayley 
Robertson, Senior Health Improvement Advisor, from Toi Te Ora Public 
Health Service and Michelle Elborn, Sustainability Adviser at Tauranga City 
Council, who were in attendance to present an update on developments in 
food security, including the establishment of Kai Western Bay, and an 
invitation for council to participate.  Both spoke to a powerpoint 
presentation. 
 
In response to questions Ms Robertson and Ms Elborn advised the 
following: 

 Licensing challenges had been an issue and the committee was 
discussing solutions to issues raised by groups in the area. 

 Food security was not just about making food available but nutritious 
food and creating sustainability in the supply of this food. 

 Diversion of food waste was something the group considered but was 
not the main focus of the group’s activities. 

 
Resolved: Dally / Scrimgeour 
 
THAT the presentation from the Food Council be received. 
 
 

10.56am The meeting adjourned for morning tea. 
11.16am The meeting reconvened. 
 
 
Change to the order of business 
 
The Chairperson requested that the next item of business be Surf Lifesaving - Service 
Delivery Contract followed by Welcoming Communities, due to availability of the presenters. 
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Resolved: Williams / Thwaites 
 
THAT in accordance with Standing Orders the order of business be changed and that the 
item Surf Lifesaving - Service Delivery Contract be dealt with as the next item of business 
followed by Welcoming Communities. 

 
 

CC2.3 Surf Lifesaving - Service Delivery Contract 
 
The Community Committee considered a report from the Community 
Relationship Advisor dated 1 March 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Chris Emmett, Regional Manager of Surf Lifesaving New Zealand was in 
attendance to update the committee as a requirement of the service 
delivery contract and to request a funding increase within the contract.  
Mr Emmett spoke to a powerpoint presentation. 
 
In response to questions, Mr Emmett explained: 

 Incidents recorded in Pukehina were largely due to people not reading 
the tides correctly and the impact of the weather on the Pukehina Bar. 

 Surf Lifesaving involved both reactive rescue and proactive action to 
prevent situations that required rescue. 

 Surf Lifesaving received the bulk of their funding from the Western Bay 
of Plenty District Council and some funding from the Bay of Plenty 
Regional Council. 

 Surf Lifesaving had approached other local councils in the area whose 
residents frequented the Western Bay of Plenty beach to get funding 
from them and had been declined. 

 There was a current project looking at a rapid access road to the 
beach in Bowentown that could potentially be shared with the 
coastguard. 

 90% of the increase requested by Surf Lifesaving was to go towards 
wages 

 
Resolved: Mackay / Williams 
 
1. THAT the Community Relationship Advisor’s report dated 

27 February 2017 and titled “Surf Life Saving New Zealand – 
Community Service Delivery Contract” be received. 
 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of low 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
 

3. THAT it be recommended to the Long Term and Annual Plan 
Committee that an increase of $10,000 for the financial year 
2017/2018 be made to the Surf Life Saving New Zealand Service 
Delivery Contract, and that it be recommended that in 2017 there be 
negotiations with Bay of Plenty Regional Council made to share the 
costs of supporting Surf Lifesaving more equitably. 

 
 
 



Minutes of No CC2 held 16 March 2017  5 

 

CC2.4 Welcoming Communities Programme 
 
The Community Committee considered a report from the Community 
Relationship Advisor dated 1 March 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
 
Judi Altinkaya, National Manager Settlement Unit, Catherine Proffitt, 
Principal Advisor, and Brendon Gardner, Relationship Manager, were in 
attendance to present to the committee about the Welcoming Communities 
Programme. 
 
Brendon advised of his roles in Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment and Priority One and introduced himself as the local liaison for 
Welcoming Communities.  He tabled the Western Bay of Plenty 
International Strategy 2016-2019.  Ms Altinkaya spoke to the value of 
Welcoming Communities in communities and Ms Proffitt spoke about the 
programme they were proposing including the Welcoming America and 
Welcoming Cities programmes that Welcoming Communities was based on. 
 
Mr Profitt also advised: 
 The Welcoming Communities programme was designed for all 

newcomers including but not limited to refugees, international students 
and internal migrants (New Zealanders moving within New Zealand). 

 The Welcoming Cities programme was Australian based and was about 
six months ahead of Welcoming Communities in progression.  An 
information sharing network had been set up with Australia to assist in 
the development of Welcoming Communities. 

 The programme was not designed to be prescriptive but to provide a 
framework that could be used in any new community context and that 
the standards for success in this programme were to be developed 
through the pilot programmes. 

 There were five pilot site including the joint Tauranga City Council / 
Western Bay of Plenty. 

 There was an intention to celebrate successful programmes in New 
Zealand. 

 
In response to questions, the team advised: 
 Some Councils were working in joint partnership with Councils around 

them to develop and execute the programme. 
 The aim of the programme would not be assimilate new cultures into 

the existing culture but to encourage education about and acceptance 
of new cultures living side by side. 

 As the Western Bay of Plenty District Council did not have a big 
refugee population, it was unlikely that the programme would focus on 
this. 

 The programme could be targeted for seasonal workers. 
 
Resolved: Dean / Scrimgeour 
 
1 THAT the Community Relationship Advisor’s report dated 3 March 2017 

and titled “Welcoming Communities” be received. 
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2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of low 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
 

3. THAT Council joins with Tauranga City Council to undertake 
implementation of the Welcoming Communities pilot programme 
pending cabinet approval. 

 
 

CC2.5 Maketu Ongatoro Wetland Society 
 
The Community Committee considered a presentation from Tania Bramley, 
Manager for Newdicks Biodiversity Management Plan and Director of 
Maketu Ecological Services, who was in attendance to present to the 
committee regarding the progress at Pukehina Spit and the adjacent 
Newdicks Beach are both managed for biodiversity values, under formal 
management agreement between the Maketu Ongatoro Wetlands Society, 
the Bay of Plenty Regional Council and the Western Bay of Plenty District 
Council. 
 
Ms Bramley tabled and spoke to a powerpoint presentation about the 
current projects undertaken by Maketu Ongatoro Wetland Society. 
 
In response to questions, Ms Bramley advised: 

 The Maketu Ongatoro Wetland Society had 140 people on their email 
list, 45 paid staff and could get up to 200 people at some working 
bees.  They also had eight core people who were part of their regular 
project work. 

 There is huge potential to work with the Council around cycling and 
walking tracks around the areas where the Maketu Ongatoro Wetland 
Society were working. 

 Maketu Ongatoro Wetland Society ran a very successful education 
programme in schools. 

 Maketu Ongatoro Wetland Society received funding from the Western 
Bay of Plenty District Council over a five year period, as well as funding 
from the Regional Council and Department of Conservation. 

 
Resolved: Williams / Mackay 
 
THAT the presentation from Maketu Ongatoro Wetland Society be received. 
 
 

12.33pm The meeting adjourned for lunch. 
1.00pm The meeting reconvened. 

 
 

Decisions 
 

CC2.6 Bay Conservation Alliance 
 
The Community Committee considered a report from the Community 
Relationship Advisor dated 1 March 2017 as circulated with the agenda. 
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Julian Fitter, Chairperson of Maketu Ongatoro Wetlands Society, David 
Peters, Secretary Aongatete Forest Restoration Project and Bay 
Conservation Alliance, and Lawrie Donald, Chair of Uretara Estuary 
Managers, were in attendance to give a presentation in support of their 
application. 
 
The team spoke to a tabled powerpoint presentation.  In response to 
questions the team advised: 
 The consultancy would act as a management service for landowners.  

While landowners can go to agencies to get their own advice these 
agencies would not have the resources to help apply this advice, which 
is what Bay Conservation Alliance would assist with. 

 Bay Conservation Alliance had some of their original members leave for 
various reasons that were discussed. 

 They would be interested in working with groups like EnviroHub and 
were seeking to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with 
EnviroHub.  The Alliance differed from EnviroHub in that EnviroHub 
focussed largely on sustainability and were not always involved directly 
in the work of the project whereas the Alliance wanted to be directly 
involved. 

 The structure of the Alliance was to provide an independent voice to 
speak on behalf of the natural environment in the area with a focus on 
providing a sustained service with a degree of longevity. 

 It was possible that the model presented today would work without the 
business portion. 

 The Mayor of Tauranga City Council had given a letter of support to 
Bay Conservation Alliance and the Alliance was seeking funding from 
several other avenues. 

 
Resolved: Williams / Mackay 
 
1. THAT the Community Relationship Advisor’s report dated 3 March 2017 

and titled “Bay Conservation Alliance” be received. 
 

2. THAT the report relates to an issue that is considered to be of low 
significance in terms of Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
 

3. THAT funding of $50,000 for Bay Conservation Alliance for the 2017/18 
year be declined but that the application be referred to the Long Term 
Plan for further consideration. 

 
 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 1.58pm. 
 
 
CC2 


