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The aim of this document is to promote a consistent standard of traffic service between 
Western Bay of Plenty District Council, Tauranga District Council, and Transit New Zealand 
controlled regions.  However, some allowance for variation from this document may be 
merited, in certain circumstances, by an individual Road Controlling Authority (RCA) with the 
agreement of the other two RCA’s. 
 
This document is a stand-alone document.  For anything not covered in this document, refer 
to the following: 

�
Transit New Zealand/LTSA Manual Of Traffic Signs And Markings: Part I and II (MOTSAM) 
Road and Traffic Standards Series (RTS), particularly: 
�  RTS 2: Guidelines for Street Name Signs 
�  RTS 4: Guidelines for Flush Medians 
�  RTS 5: Guidelines for Rural Road Marking and Delineation 
�  RTS 15: Guidelines for urban-rural speed thresholds 
�  RTS 17: Guidelines for Setting Speed Limits 
Austroads Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice, in particular: 
�  Part 5: Intersections at Grade 
�  Part 6: Roundabouts 
Austroads Guide to the Geometric Design of Rural Roads: 
�  Rural Design Guide 
New Zealand Standards 
�  NZS 1158:1997 - Road Lighting 
�  NZS 1906:1993 - Retroreflective Materials and Devices for Road Traffic Control 

Purposes.   Part I: Retroreflective Materials 
�  NZ Standard for Erection of Traffic Signs 
plus any amendments of documents that supersede those listed. 

�

%���
'������'� 

The road hierarchy as shown in the WBOPDC’s Code of Practice applies throughout this 
document. 
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Rural roads are those with posted speed limits of >70 km/h, all other roads are urban��
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For general information refer to MOTSAM Part I: Traffic Signs.  Where discretionary 
dimensions are given, the maximum dimensions will be adopted as the standard��
�
�!�
 #������

Traffic signs are provided to aid the safe and orderly movement of traffic.  Clear and efficient 
signing is essential.  Signs should be erected only where there is a demonstrated need, 
because unnecessary signs detract from the effectiveness of those that are required. 
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For sign specifications regarding: 
�  type 
�  size 
�  mounting height 
�  orientation  
�  location, or 
�  supports 
refer to MOTSAM Part I, Section 1: Introduction. 

�
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A logo may be displayed on the face of the sign by the road controlling authority only.  The 
logo may appear on all signs other than regulatory (RG, RH), parking (RP) or street name 
(SN) signs.   
 
Only one logo may appear on any sign.  The size of the logo shall not exceed 30 cm2 on a 
sign less than 1 m2 in area, or 100 cm2 on larger signs. 
 
The logo shall be in the form of a self adhesive label that is located in a corner of the sign 
where it does not obscure any part of the symbol or legend, is not reflectorised and is 
removable without damage to the sign. 

�
�!"
 %�,���	���	�
�����

�
�!"!�!
 %�,���	�����	���

Further to requirements set out in MOTSAM Part I Section1, signs shall be reflectorised as 
tabled below: 
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Use of Class 1A Fluorescent material may be used on State Highway’s, Collectors and 
Arterial roads only at the discretion of the Road Controlling Authority (RCA), and in 
accordance with LTSA Traffic Note 32. 
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As stated in Part I Section 1 of MOTSAM generally only one sign or sign combination may 
be erected on one pole with some exceptions listed. Further to these requirements, where 
exceptions apply a maximum of 10 signs may be placed on one pole with a maximum of 5 
facing signs. 
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All street name signs are to be in accordance with MOTSAM Part I Section 7: Guide Signs, 
and set out according to RTS 2: Guidelines for Street Name Signs, with the following 
additions: 

�
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Standard street name signs shall be reflectorised white on blue backgrounds��
�
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Lower case lettering shall be used for street name signs1. 
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Supplementary signs mounted below the street name sign can be used to indicate street 
numbers.  The supplementary sign shall have the same letter type and colour combination 
as the main sign with a letter size of 100 mm.  The supplementary plate will be of the same 
size and type as the “No Exit” supplementary sign specified in MOTSAM Part I Section 7: 
Guide Signs. 
 

�����������������������������������������������������������
1 Effective from January 2003 

 Reflectorisation** 

Regulatory Class 1* 

Warning Signs Class 2* 

Information Signs Class 2 

Chevron Boards Class 1 

Street Signs Class 2 

Parking Signs Class 2 

* All signs used at Railway crossings are to be as    
specified in MOTSAM 

�
TT�Minimum requirements for compliance��

�
Common terms for retroreflective sheeting are: 

Class 1  High intensity grade 

Class 2  Engineering grade 

�
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A double-sided sign showing side road name and a single sided sign showing through road 
name shall be installed at the head of the T-intersection.  The side road sign shall be 
mounted above the through road sign. Note that the requirement for one facing street name 
still applies. 
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The use of “No Exit” signs shall be limited to the following circumstances: 

�
On rural roads: 
�  An IG-1 type sign shall only be placed on “No Exit” roads at a point where there is no 

ability to safely turn around a single axle truck. 
 
On urban roads: 
�  A street name supplementary plate type “No Exit” sign shall be placed on roads where 

there is not a direct connection to another link. An IG-1 type “No Exit” sign may be placed 
on “No Exit” roads, at the discretion of the RCA. 

 

 

Typical street name sign combination at a T-intersection.  
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Signs shall have a minimum clearance of 3.0m to the ground in all cases. 
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For general information and specifications regarding RG-6 Give Way signs, refer to 
MOTSAM Part I Section 2: Regulatory Signs – Genera���
�
�!-!�
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When appropriate, a supplementary RG-6 sign may be mounted on the splitter island facing 
the approach.  The sign must be mounted either at 1m or 2.5m in height above the adjacent 
pavement surface.  However, on multi-lane approaches, the supplementary sign is 
mandatory and should be mounted at the normal height. 
 

 

Typical RG-6 layout at single lane roundabout. 
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For general information and specifications, refer MOTSAM Part I Section 6: Permanent 
Warning Signs.  Where MOTSAM includes the discretion of the Road Controlling Authority, 
the following applies: 
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In addition to the warrants specified in MOTSAM Part I Section 6, the following requirements 
must also be met: 
�  Concealed roads are confined to legal, formed roads only 
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In addition to the warrants specified in MOTSAM Part I Section 6, the following requirements 
must also be met: 
�  The traffic volume exceeds 200 vpd 
�  There is a pedestrian generator nearby (eg a beach, school, park etc) 
�  The number of pedestrians at any one time exceeds 10 on a daily basis or exceeds 25 on 

a weekly basis 

�
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In addition to the warrants specified in MOTSAM Part I Section 6, the following requirements 
must also be met: 
�  The traffic volume exceeds 200 vpd 
�  There is a pedestrian generator nearby (eg a beach, school, park etc) 
�  The majority of pedestrians are likely to be under 16 years of age 
�  The number of children exceeds 10 on a daily basis 

�
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Required where the traffic volume is greater than 200 vpd and the other warrants as 
specified in MOTSAM Part I Section 6 are met. 
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Required where cyclist numbers exceed those values in the matrix below, and the other 
warrants as specified in MOTSAM Part I Section 6 are met. 
 

Road type 
Number of cyclist per 
day2 

Urban 200 

Rural 20 

�
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 �& "-
A�����

In addition to the warrants specified in MOTSAM Part I Section 6, the following requirements 
must also be met: 
�  The traffic volume exceeds 200 vpd 
�  There is a horse movement generator nearby (eg a horse riding school, gymkhana, etc) 
�  The number of horses with riders exceeds two at any one time on a daily basis or 

exceeds 10 at any one time on a weekly basis 

�
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Required where there are regular movements of a herd of more than 10 stock across or 
along a fenced roadway and the other warrants as specified in MOTSAM Part I Section 6 are 

�����������������������������������������������������������
2 This value relates to a consistent number per day averaged over a 5-day period. 
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met.  ‘Regular’ in this case refers to daily movements for a minimum period of one week in 
any three week period during the milking season. 
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Required where the traffic volume exceeds 200 vpd and the other warrants as specified in 
MOTSAM Part I Section 6 are met. 
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Public Amenity and Information Signs are covered in three Sections within the MOTSAM 
manual.  These are; Part I Section 8: Motorist Service Signs, Part I Section 9: Tourist Signs 
and Part I Section 10: General Information Signs. 
 
Signs indicating public amenities and items of local interest should conform to the IG-12 
fingerboard layout and have black lettering on yellow background except for Motorist Service 
and Tourist Signs, which are to comply with MOTSAM. 
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For general information refer to MOTSAM Part I, Section 8. 
 
The use of trading names is not allowed on the blue Motorist Service Signs3.  Under 
MOTSAM specifications only symbols (and under certain circumstances a single word 
descriptor) are to be used.  See Figure 1.0 for a typical Motorist Service Sign. 
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For general information refer to MOTSAM Part I, Section 9. 
 
Trading Names are allowed on the brown Tourist Signs.  MOTSAM sets out the criteria to be 
met by the company/facility applying for the signage and this must be adhered to.  See 
Figure 1.0 for a typical Tourist Sign. 
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Signs are not normally provided for such organisations as: 
(a) Sports Clubs 
(b) Schools, play-centres and kindergartens etc 

�
The rationale for the above is: 
(a) A need exists to control the number of signs adjacent to the road to ensure the 

effectiveness of the important signs 
(b) Community and sporting organisations have a membership, all of which should know 

the location of their particular facility 
(c) It is for that organisation to advise visiting teams etc of the location of the facility by 

means of internal club administration 

�����������������������������������������������������������
3 Note that this policy is currently under review by Transit New Zealand. 
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On receipt of a request from an organisation, the RCA may install an IG-12 “finger-board” in 
compliance with MOTSAM and this document. The installation of these signs is limited to 
State Highway’s, Collectors and Arterial roads only. 
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Nationally, standardised Neighbourhood Watch / Civil Defence signs are permitted. They 
must comply with the following criteria: 
(a) In accordance with current Traffic Regulations 
(b) Maximum size either 400mm diameter or 300mm x 400mm rectangular 
(c) Signs are to be provided and maintained by the appropriate organisation 
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Advance Direction Signs (ADS) are covered in Part I Section 7.2 of MOTSAM. In addition, 
ADS must be used where the population of a town down a side-road exceeds 500 
permanent residents. 
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Intersection Direction Signs (IDS) are covered in Part I Section 7.4 of MOTSAM. In addition, 
the following requirements apply: 
�  ID-1, ID-2 or ID-4 type sign required when the town population down side-road exceeds 

500 permanent residents 
�  ID-6 fingerboard type sign required when the town population down side-road exceeds 

200 permanent residents 
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In addition to Part I Section 7.7 of MOTSAM, place name signs must be placed on the 
approach to towns where the town coincides with a reduction in the speed limit. 
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For the purpose of funding requirements the road signs have been arranged into four 
separate groups. These groups are indicated below: 

�

 GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D 
Land Feature District Boundary 

Scenic Highway 
or Route 

Scenic Lookout 

Seaside Towns 

Street/Road 
Names 

Caves 

Dam 

Elevation 

Waterfalls 

Forest 

Historic Place 

Hot Springs 

Lake 

Mountain 
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 GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D 
Photo-scenic sign 

Rapids 

River Stream 

Summit 

Thermal Area 

Water Reserve 

Wildlife Reserve 

Accommodation Information Camping Ground 

Caravan Park 

Lodge 

Hotel 

Motel 

Motor Camp 

Tourist Flat 

YHA 

  

Food etc Rest Area 

Toilets 

Café 

Grill Room 

Restaurant 

Tea room 

  

Vehicle Car Park 

Parking Building 

  Garage 

Public Societies 
and 
Associations 

 Senior Citizens 
Club 

Church 

Ceramics 

Guides 

Lions 

Little Theatre 

Repertory Theatre 

Rotary 

Scouts 

RSA 

 

State or Local 
Authority 

Weigh Stations 

Tauranga Airport 

Art Centre 

Art Gallery 

Garden/Parks 

Bus Station 

Cemetery 

School 

Civil Defence 

Hall 

Hospital 

Library 

Museum 

Power Station 

School 

Telephone 

Wharf 

Airstrips  
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 GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D 
First Aid Post 

Railway Station 

Vehicle Testing 
Station 

Fire Station 

Police Station 

Emergency 
Medical Services 

Sport and 
Recreation 

Boat Ramp  Athletic Ground 

Cricket Ground Park 

Hockey Ground or 
Rugby Ground Res. 

Soccer Ground 
Name 

Softball Ground 

Bowling Green 

Tennis Courts 

Golf Course 

Motor Circuit 

Archery Club 

Badminton Club 

Boating Club 

Car Club 

Croquet Club 

Curling Club 

Pony Club 

Rifle Club 

Rowing Club 

Squash Club 

Yacht Club 

Fishing Pools 

Rodeo Ground 

Showground 

Swimming Pool 

Forest park 

YMCA 

YWCA 

 

Industrial and 
Commercial 

 Motor Fuel 

Shelter 

Potteries 

Winery 

Sale yards 

Historic Homes 

Craft Centres 

Galleries 

LPG/CNG 

 Freezing 
Works 

Fruit, 
Vegetables, 

Horticulture 

Shrubs 

Kennels 

Stud Farm 

Timber Mill 



R��
��'	��-�
��D	�9�
���	

�5�	$$���/��
��/�''��-�
 ��
5�	
����E�4���	�	

���5	��	
�	�������������
����!�8 �����
�%	���$�)��
���������������
���� �

�
�

��
���	�����
���-
 
 ��

�%4��
2������
�

�

 GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D 
Refuelling Station Poultry Farm 

Orchard 

Nursery 
Note that this list is not exhaustive but is to instead act as a guide. Contact the Road Controlling Authority for advice in 

situations not included. 
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The full cost of signs installation shall be as follows: 

�
 GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D 

Land Features RCA RCA - - 

Accommodation 
RCA 

Commercial 
Concern 

- - 

Food 
- 

Commercial 
Concern 

- - 

Vehicle 
RCA - - 

Commercial 
Concern 

Public Societies 
and Associations 

- Society/Association Society/Association - 

State or Local 
Authority RCA 

State Authority/ 

Organisation 

State Authority/ 

Organisation 
- 

Sport and 
Recreation 

RCA Club Club - 

Industrial and 
Commercial 

- 
Commercial 
Concern 

- 
Commercial 
Concern 

Note: RCA = Road Controlling Authority 

�
The ongoing maintenance of the signs will be covered by the RCA. 
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For general information and for markings for state highways refer to MOTSAM, Part II: 
Markings.  Where discretionary dimensions are given, the maximum dimensions will be 
adopted as the standard.  In addition to these specifications, the following applies to all non-
state highway roads: 
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No passing lines are only used when Traffic flow >100vpd and the other requirements as 
specified in MOTSAM Part II Section 2 & 3 are met. 
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Edgelines shall only be required on roads classified as District or Regional Arterials where 
the carriageway width exceeds 6.6m, and where they meet the other requirements in 
MOTSAM Part II Section 2. 
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The word message “School” should only be marked on the pavement (on the approach to 
schools) when the standard warning signage (PW-32 or PW-33) is not able to be located in 
accordance with the location and sight distance requirements specified in MOTSAM Part II. 
In addition, under certain instances the RCA may allow the words to be added to the 
roadway surface to improve safety. 
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Reflectorised raised pavement markers are only used when Traffic flow >500vpd.  Refer to 
MOTSAM Part II Section 2 & 3 and Section 4.06: Raised Pavement Markers for further 
details. 
 
In addition to these specifications, reflectorised raised pavement markers (RRPM’s) shall be 
placed on right turn bay lane lines if they have already been placed on the centreline to 
either side of the intersection to which the right turn bay is associated.  They are only to be 
used in specific cases, within rural areas, where head to head right turn bays are not offset, 
as shown in Figure 2.0. 
 
Blue RRPM’s shall be placed at all fire hydrant locations, regardless of the AADT. 
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Pedestrian Refuges should be installed where there is a need for pedestrians to cross the 
road. 
 
Pedestrian Refuges are generally used where it is difficult to cross the full width of the 
roadway in one stage.  The provision of a refuge enables the pedestrian to wait safely in the 
middle of the roadway and cross one direction of traffic at a time. 
 
The typical Pedestrian Refuge design to be used is shown in Figures 3.1 to 3.2.  Lighting is 
to be to the standard specified in NZS 1158:1997. 
 

�
Typical pedestrian refuge layout.(Note, Highway lighting not included in photo) 
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Speed restriction road markings, which comply with MOTSAM, must be marked on the road 
at locations where there are changes in the speed limit, on the decreasing speed limit lane 
only. Speed restriction road markings are optional where speed limit repeater signs occur. 
 
When reviewing a speed limit, or considering imposing a new speed limit a number of steps 
are required to be undertaken.  These are detailed in the LTSA publication RTS 17: 
Guidelines for Setting Speed Limits. 
 
In addition to these guidelines, the following requirements apply. 
 
The Council shall review road speed limits as follows: 
(a) At least once in every five years 
 
(b) When there is a significant change in the nature, scale or intensity of land use adjacent 

to the road.  LTSA uses a rating system whereby each adjacent development is 
awarded points – refer RTS17. 

 
(c) When a Council receives a written request from one of the following persons: 

�  The adjacent District Council in the case of roads subject to a boundary 
agreement. 

�  The District Commander of the NZ Police. 
�  The Secretary General of the New Zealand Automobile Association. 
�  The Land Transport Safety Authority. 
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