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European Trees (Ivy Isles) 

Location:  Spencer Ave, Maketu,  NZ Historic Places Trust        

Registration Number:     

Physical Description:  Location of homestead “Ivy Isles”. The house site is 

marked by large European trees including Norfolk pines, silver poplars, karaka, 

acacia, totara, oak and plane trees. There are scatters of bricks, mortar and 

masonry, several pits and a chimney base. The remains of a horse whim are 

also nearby. A grave site is located some 50m to the south. 

Other known names: “Ivy Isles” 

Current Use: farmland 

Former Uses: private residence 

Heritage Status . Archaeological site 

(V14/21) (nb. Recorded as Wharekahu 

Mission site). 

District Plan Zoning:  

Architectural Style: n/a Date of Construction:  1883 

Materials: timber, bricks, mortar 

Registered owner: M.R. Johnston and R.I. Underwood 

Legal Description: Lot 2 DP 39793 

Register Item Number: 

MAK01 

 

Building Type: 

��� � � Residential 

��� � ��� � Commercial 

��� � � Industrial 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Institutional 

��� � ��� � Agriculture 

��� � � Other 

 

Significance:  

��� �  Archaeological 

��� �  Architectural 

��� �  Historic 

��� �  Scientific 

��� �  Technological 

��� �  Cultural 

 

Thematic Context � �

��� � � Early Settlement 

��� � � Residential 

��� � � Industry 

��� � � Agricultural 

��� � � Commerce 

��� � � Transport 

��� � � Civic/Admin 

��� � � Health 

��� � � Education 

��� � � Religion 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Community 

��� � � Memorials 

  



Built Heritage Inventory               

     

 5/07/06  

History:  “Ivy Isles” was the private residence of Rev. Seymour Mills Spencer 

and his daughter Charlotte (Lettie) from 1883 until it was burnt down in 1905. 

Spencer moved to the house after his retirement from the Church Missionary 

Service in 1883. A private school was held in the attic of the home by Lettie 

Spencer after the closure of the Maketu Board School in 1888. The house was 

destroyed by fire in 1926. 

Architect/Designer:   

History of changes:  

1883 House built. 

1926 Destroyed by fire.  

 

Date Period: 1883-1926 

Rarity / Special Features:  

 

Integrity:  

Poor (archaeological site) 

Representativeness:   

There are few historic archaeological 

sites recorded in the WBOP and in 

Maketu. Incorrectly recorded as the 

Wharekahu Mission site. 

Context/Group Value:   

Associated with early settlement of 

Maketu, the CMS Anglican Mission 

and Education 

Diversity (Form and Features):   

No standing remains; although rubble 

is scattered around. European and 

native trees around the house survive. 

Fragility / Vulnerability:   

Unmodified archaeological site.  

Summary of Significance: 

Archaeological Qualities 

The site is recorded as an archaeological site (V14/21). There are surface 

remnants of the house and likely to be intact subsurface remains in the 

surrounding area. 

Historic Qualities 

Associated with Rev. Seymour Mills and family and the Anglican Church and 

early schooling in Maketu. 

 

Reference Source:  

Matheson, A. “The Schools at Maketu 1849-1996.” Historical Review 44(1). 

Clement, C., Robertson, L., & Lewis, L. (2007) Te Puke: Nga Tangata me Nga  

Wahi: People and Places. Te Puke History Project. 
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Associated Pictures: 

Photograph of “Ivy Isles” Homestead 

Date of Survey: 4/08/2008 

Prepared by:  
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St Thomas’ (Anglican) Church  

 
Location:  Church Rd, Maketu NZ Historic Places Trust        

Registration Number:    777 

Physical Description: A gabled board and batten church building with transepts 

lancet windows and corrugated iron roof. The main entrance has a small gabled 

porch roof over the door.  

   A small graveyard is located in front of the building. It belongs to the Rogers 

family on whose land the church was built.  

Register Item Number: 

MAK02 

 

Building Type: 

��� � � Residential 

��� � ��� � Commercial 

��� � � Industrial 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Institutional 

��� � ��� � Agriculture 

��� � � Other 

 

Significance:  

��� �  Archaeological 

��� �  Architectural 

��� �  Historic 

��� �  Scientific 

��� �  Technological 

��� �  Cultural 

 

Thematic Context � �

��� � � Early Settlement 

��� � � Residential 

��� � � Industry 

��� � � Agricultural 

��� � � Commerce 

��� � � Transport 

��� � � Civic/Admin 

��� � � Health 

��� � � Education 

��� � � Religion 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Community 

��� � � Memorials 
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Other known names:  

Current Use: Anglican Church 

Former Uses:  

Heritage Status . Category 2 Historic 

Place 

District Plan Zoning:  Item 36 on the 

District Plan schedule of significant 

heritage features.  

Architectural Style: Carpenter Gothic Date of Construction:  1869 

Materials: timber with corrugated iron roof, river stone foundations. 

Registered owner: Waiapu Diocesan Trust 

Legal Description : Maketu A130  

History: Thomas Chapman, the first missionary to visit the Maketu area, arrived  

in Maketu in 1831 in the company of Henry Williams. By 1849, Chapman had 

established a small mission settlement at Wharekahu where regular services 

where held. It was not until 1850 that he was able to negotiate with the Ngati 

Makino for sufficient land for a church building – the site of St Thomas’. Plans for 

the church began in earnest, with large smooth stones collected for the 

foundations of the building. Work was halted when the two chiefs of Ngati 

Makino fell out over who had ownership of the foundation stones. Chapman 

continued to gather funds and materials for the church until he was transferred to 

Auckland in 1861. The plans were largely abandoned during the land wars of the 

1860s, until a band of devoted Christians gathered to lay the foundation stone of 

the church. The foundation stone laid on 21st August 1868 in the presence of 

Archdeacon A.N. Brown, Rev. S.M. Spencer, Ihaia Te Ahu and Rihara 

Rangamaro. Building commenced and the church was finished and consecrated 

in 1869 by Rev. Grace.  

   Rev. Seymour Mills Spencer became the resident minister in 1870, taking over 

from Rev. Ihaia Te Ahu. During this time Maketu flourished as a port town. Rev. 

W. Goodyear replaced Spencer in 1882 and serviced the church for over 20 

years. Rutene Te Aihu administered the church from 1884 until 1895 when he 

was replaced by Rameka Haimona. From 1905 management of the church 

passed through many hands.  

   For many years the Ladies Guild was responsible for the maintenance of the 

church interior and the raising of pastorate funds. They were responsible for the 

installation of electricity in the church in 1952 and still faithfully maintain a 

cleaning roster and flower arrangements for church services. 

   In 1959 Rev. Brown Turei took over the church and with the support of the 

local community and the Te Puke Rotary Club, began a programme of 
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restoration for the centennial of the building in 1968. 

Architect/Designer:  

History of changes: 

1840 Anglican mission commenced at Maketu 

1850 Ngati Makino give land for church 

1868 Foundation Stone laid, building completed in 1869 

1952 Electricity installed. 

1966 Restoration work begins 

1968 Centennial of St Thomas’ Church 

1990 Church replied and reroofed.  

 

Date Period: 1868 -1869 

Rarity / Special Features:  

River boulder foundations; oiled rather 

than painted walls; lack of decoration. 

Integrity:  

Substantially intact 

Representativeness:   

Cruciform shape uncommon in 

Anglican churches from this period. 

Context/Group Value:   

One of the first Anglican churches in 

the Bay of Plenty; associated with 

CMS mission service. 

Diversity (Form and Features):   

Simple Carpenter Gothic style church 

with cruciform design and unique 

boulder foundations. 

Fragility / Vulnerability:   

In good condition, restoration work in 

1960s and 1990s. Needs some 

maintenance. 

Summary of Significance: 

Archaeological Qualities 

The church building predates 1900 and is an archaeological site as defined 

under the Historic Places Act 1993. The church also lies just below the 

archaeological remains of Pukemaire Pa . 

Architectural Qualities 

The cruciform shape of the church is different from many of the other Anglican 

churches in New Zealand from the same period. Has river boulder foundations. 

Historic Qualities 

One of the first Anglican churches in the Bay of Plenty and associated with the 

CMS Mission at Maketu, as well as A.N. Brown and Thomas Chapman. 

Cultural Qualities 
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Strong Anglican presence in Maketu, close ties with local Maori and the nearby 
Reference Source:  

Philip Andrews (1991) Ko Mata: The life in New Zealand of Anne Chapman, 

missionary at the Bay of Islands, Rotorua and Maketu 1830-1855. Rotorua 1991. 

St Thomas Church Centennial Aug 1968.  

NZHPT Building Registration Form (2003). 

Associated Pictures: 

 
Date of Survey: 4/08/2008 

Prepared by:  
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St Peters’ (Catholic) Church 

 
Location:  13 Little Waihi Road, Te 

Puke 

NZ Historic Places Trust        

Registration Number:    776 

Physical Description:  Church is constructed using rusticated timber 

weatherboards.  On each side of the building are four sets of rectangular framed 

double windows. A church bell is located outside the vestibule. The foundations 

are a combination of modern piling and river boulders connected with iron rods.  

A recent alteration is the addition of a window in the gable wall above the 

vestibule.  

Other known names:  

Current Use: Roman Catholic Church 

Former Uses:  

Heritage Status . Category 2 Historic 

Place 

District Plan Zoning: Item 37 on the 

District Plan schedule of significant 

heritage features. 

Architectural Style:  Date of Construction:  1888 

Materials: Timber construction with corrugated iron roof, river boulder 

foundation. 

Register Item Number: 

MAK03 

 

Building Type: 

��� � � Residential 

��� � ��� � Commercial 

��� � � Industrial 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Institutional 

��� � ��� � Agriculture 

��� � � Other 

 

Significance:  

��� �  Archaeological 

��� �  Architectural 

��� �  Historic 

��� �  Scientific 

��� �  Technological 

��� �  Cultural 

 

Thematic Context � �

��� � � Early Settlement 

��� � � Residential 

��� � � Industry 

��� � � Agricultural 

��� � � Commerce 

��� � � Transport 

��� � � Civic/Admin 

��� � � Health 

��� � � Education 

��� � � Religion 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Community 

��� � � Memorials 
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Registered owner: Roman Catholic Bishop of Hamilton 

Legal Description: Maketu A77 

History: The Roman Catholic mission at Maketu was established after the 
arrival of Bishop Pompallier in August 1841.  On his first visit at the invitation of 
Chief Tangaroa of Ngati Whakaue the Bishop brought five priests and two 
brothers and they stayed six days baptizing and confirming many people.  The 
first clergy to stay at Maketu were Father Borjon and Brother Justin where the 
local people provided them with “a well made raupo chapel … and a similar 
house for the priest”.  Bishop Pompallier named the mission station for 
“St.Joachim & Anne” who were the parents of the Virgin Mary. 
   In 1847 a new raupo chapel was built opposite the present location of the 
Church. Between 1849 and 1886 there were no permanent priests located at 
Maketu, and the nearest were variously at Opotiki, Whakatane, and Rotorua.  
After the Tarawera eruption in 1886 the Mill Hill Fathers sent Fathers Madan and 
Becker from England and they arrived in 1887 to a “tremendous welcome”.  
Immediately a committee began raising funds to build a church. 
   Bishop Luck blessed the Church of St Peter on 1 January 1888 at its opening. 
It was reported in The Catholic Times of 14 January 1888 that Father Madan 
‘acted as architect, carpenter, and blacksmith’ and a Maori choir sang a Latin 
mass ‘with wonderful correctness’.  In Father Madan’s own account of the 
mission in St. Joseph’s Advocate Spring Issue 1888 he related that four Maori 
worked on a railway 50 miles away to earn money for the purchase of materials 
for the church.  In 1895 Father Madan returned to England and was replaced by 
Father Holierhoek and the parish became an outpost. 
   A Whakapakoko-Maori representation of the Madonna was carved for a 
Catholic chapel in 1845 but was not accepted, probably because a French priest 
would consider it to be unsuitable.  It became known as the “Maketu Madonna” 
and was bought from Captain Gilbert Mair by Earle Vaile in 1890 for � 5.  Vaile 
presented it to the Auckland Museum.   
   Maketu was served by priests from Tauranga and Matata for many years.   
They included Fr. Van Dyke (Tauranga) and from 1911 Father Holierhoek 
(Matata) followed by Fathers Bressers, van Westeinde, Janssen, van Biik, 
Hoogeveld, and Zanna, up to 1946.  From 1946 to 1967 Father Henry Boyd 
served the parish. Priests from the Auckland Diocese took over Te Puke in the 
late 1960s and Maketu became part of that parish. Among them were Fathers 
Peter Flynn, John Pierce, and Canice Gormley.   From the 1980s the parish 
came under the care of the Marist priests, including Fathers George McHardy, 
Michael O’Hagan, Robert McGowan, Peter Landers, Darcy Reeder, Frank 
O’Regan, Jim Beban, and Michael Young.  
 
In the 1960s it was seen that there was rot in the south end of the Church and 
renovations and extensions took place at that time.  The communion rails were 
removed and the “stepped up high altar” was removed, and the interior of the 
church painted. 
 
In the 1980s further changes were made to the interior removing the French 
style altar and in an unpopular decision, also removing the large picture of St 
Joseph and the infant Jesus.  John Hadfield carved a new altar in memory of his 
mother Lena Hadfield nee Mohi, and the tukutuku panels were installed at this 
time. 
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This is one of the churches that were visited when the remains of Bishop 
Pompallier were returned to New Zealand in 2002. 
 
In 2001 the St Peter’s Restoration Committee planned a Memorial Archway at 
the entrance to the church land and this was completed in 2002. A sprinkler 
system was installed in 2002. All rotting weatherboards were replaced, new ridge 
flashings and bargeboards installed, a full picket fence erected, the interior and 
exterior were painted, and the floor sanded and polyurethane. Further plans 
include a cobblestone path from the front gate to the steps and round the side of 
the church to the steps by the side door. 
 
The original church doors were removed when the front porch was added. They 
now can be found on the church in the Tauranga Historic Village.  
 

Architect/Designer:   Built by local Maori and Father Madan 

History of changes:  

1841 First of two raupo chapels built. 

1888 Church of St Peter opens. 

1950s Lean-to added to rear. 

1989-2002 Renovations. 

 

Date Period: 1880s 

Rarity / Special Features:  

River boulder foundations; No nails 

used in construction. 

Integrity:  

Substantially intact 

Representativeness: 

Early form of simple church building, 

with later additions of a front porch and 

rear lean-tos. 

Context/Group Value:   

Associated with the development of 

both the Catholic church in the region. 

Diversity (Form and Features):   

 

Fragility / Vulnerability:   

Good condition, renovations in 1960s 

and 2000s, including the introduction 

of a sprinkler system. 

Summary of Significance: 

Archaeological Qualities 

The church building predates 1900 and is an archaeological site as defined 

under the Historic Places Act 1993.  

Architectural Qualities 

Timber construction with no nails. Has river boulder foundations.  
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Historic Qualities 
Reference Source:  

NZHPT Buildings Registration Form (2002) 

Associated Pictures: 

 

carvings on entranceway  

Date of Survey: 4/08/2008 

Prepared by:  
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Te Arawa Memorial 

 
Location:  Beach Rd, Maketu NZ Historic Places Trust        

Registration Number:     

Physical Description:  Tapering obelisk built on a square pedestal located on a 

rounded two step dias. Stone rubble construction. On top of the monument is a 

metal cross and canoe sculpture. Beside the monument is a small cannon, 

reputed to be one William Tapsell’s original guns. 

Other known names: Maketu Centennial Memorial 

Register Item Number: 

MAK04 

 

Building Type: 

��� � � Residential 

��� � ��� � Commercial 

��� � � Industrial 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Institutional 

��� � ��� � Agriculture 

��� � � Other 

 

Significance:  

��� �  Archaeological 

��� �  Architectural 

��� �  Historic 

��� �  Scientific 

��� �  Technological 

��� �  Cultural 

 

Thematic Context � �

��� � � Early Settlement 

��� � � Residential 

��� � � Industry 

��� � � Agricultural 

��� � � Commerce 

��� � � Transport 

��� � � Civic/Admin 

��� � � Health 

��� � � Education 

��� � � Religion 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Community 

��� � � Memorials 
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Current Use: Memorial 

Former Uses:  

Heritage Status .  

 

 

District Plan Zoning: Item 82 on the 

District Plan schedule of significant 

heritage features. 

Architectural Style:  Date of Construction:  1940 

Materials: river boulders 

Registered owner: Western Bay of Plenty District Council 

Legal Description: Road Reserve (Beach Road) 

History: On 2 January 1940 the Te Arawa Memorial at Maketu was unveiled in 

front of a large crowd. It was reputed to mark the site where the Arawa canoe 

was hauled on shore after making landfall at Maketu. The inscription on the 

memorial reads “Maketu Centennial Monument 1840-1940. Erected on this site 

to commemorate the historic landing of the Awara Canoe in 1340 A.D. after a 

voyage of 2000 miles under Tamatekapua navigator and the high priest Ngatoro-

i-rangi. This memorial is dedicated to the Arawa Confederation of tribes and their 

pakeha friends in grateful recognition of their valuable services rendered in 

peace and war, to a century of great spiritual advancement and wonderful 

material progress. 2nd January 1940. Unveiled by Hon. Frank Langstone, M.P. 

Acting, Native Minister. Dedicated by Right Rev. F.A. Bennet, Bishop of 

Aotearoa.” 

 The unveiling also marks the opening of Centennial Road, now known as Beach 

Road. 

Architect/Designer:    

History of changes:  

 1940 Arawa Memorial constructed. 

 

 

Date Period: 1940s 

Rarity / Special Features:  

Rubble construction similar to typical 

PWD infrastructure work (e.g Waihi 

Beach) 

Integrity:  

Substantially intact 
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Representativeness:   

Similar to the G.V. Memorial in 

Katikati, only larger and made from 

stone rubble.   

Context/Group Value:   

Significant Te Arawa site. Comparable 

to other monuments in the district. 

Diversity (Form and Features):   

Stone rubble obelisk monument 

Fragility / Vulnerability:   

Stonework is failing on one side, in 

poor condition. 

Summary of Significance: 

Historic Qualities 

Associated with Arawa Canoe landfall. Marks the centennial celebrations. 

Associated with reputed cannonade belonging to William Tapsell.  

Cultural Qualities 

Public monument; important site for Te Arawa Maori. 

Reference Source:  

Clement, C., Robertson, L., & Lewis, L. (2007) Te Puke: Nga Tangata me Nga  

Wahi: People and Places. Te Puke History Project. 

Associated Pictures: 

 

 

Date of Survey: 4/08/2008 

Prepared by:  



Built Heritage Inventory               

     

 5/07/06  

Wharekahu Cemetery 

 
Location:  Spencer Ave, Maketu NZ Historic Places Trust        

Registration Number:     

Physical Description:  Public cemetery in Maketu, spread over a c.7 acre site. 

Entrance off Spencer Ave.  Contains the headstones of Anne Chapman (died 

1855), William Tapsell (relocated c.1958) and Bartholomew Moroney. 

Other known names:  

Current Use: Cemetery 

Former Uses:  

Heritage Status .  District Plan Zoning: Gazetted as a 

Cemetery Reserve (1886). 

Architectural Style:  Date of Construction:  1886 

Materials:  

Registered owner: Western Bay of Plenty District Council 

Legal Description: Pt Section 1 Blk IV Maketu 

History: Gazetted as a public cemetery in 1886, but was previously used as the 

Wharekahu CMS Mission Graveyard from the 1840s. Earliest known burial dates 

back to 1865, but also contains gravestone of Ann Chapman (1855) and William 

Tapsell (1873). 

Architect/Designer:    

Register Item Number: 

MAK05 

 

Building Type: 

��� � � Residential 

��� � ��� � Commercial 

��� � � Industrial 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Institutional 

��� � ��� � Agriculture 

��� � � Other 

 

Significance:  

��� �  Archaeological 

��� �  Architectural 

��� �  Historic 

��� �  Scientific 

��� �  Technological 

��� �  Cultural 

 

Thematic Context � �

��� � � Early Settlement 

��� � � Residential 

��� � � Industry 

��� � � Agricultural 

��� � � Commerce 

��� � � Transport 

��� � � Civic/Admin 

��� � � Health 

��� � � Education 

��� � � Religion 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Community 

��� � � Memorials 
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History of changes:  

  

 

 

Date Period: 1840s - present 

Rarity / Special Features:  

Contains headstones of important local 

identities including William Tapsell and 

Anne Chapman 

Integrity:  

Substantially intact 

Representativeness:   Context/Group Value:   

Associated with early settlement of 

Maketu; remnant of original site of 

CMS Anglican Mission. 

Diversity (Form and Features): 

Variety of gravestones reflect changing 

styles throughout 19th to 21st centuries.  

Fragility / Vulnerability:   

Fair condition, although older 

headstones are in poor condition. 

Summary of Significance: 

Archaeological Qualities 

Pre-1900 site with potential for significant social archaeological information to be 

gathered from the headstones. 

Historic Qualities 

Associated with the early CMS mission station and notable people of Maketu. 

Cultural Qualities 

Public cemetery for Maketu, still in use. 

Reference Source:  

 

Associated Pictures: 
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Date of Survey: 4/08/2008 

Prepared by:  
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Dwelling (former Maketu Police House) 

Location:  62 Spencer Ave, Maketu NZ Historic Places Trust        

Registration Number:     

Physical Description:  Timber T-plan bay cottage with corrugated iron roof,  

front and rear extensions, and a small lean-to addition on one side. 

Other known names:  

Current Use: Private Residence 

Former Uses:  Police House  

Heritage Status .  

 

 

District Plan Zoning:  

Architectural Style: Victorian Civic Date of Construction:  1880s 

Materials: Timber, corrugated iron 

Registered owner: A. J. Page 

Legal Description: Lot 2 DPS 31493 

History: The first police station in Maketu was built in 1880, after the removal of 

the Armed Constabulary Force in from Maketu in 1877. The station consisted of 

a small lock-up building (later relocated to Te Puke), a 48ft x 28ft cottage and a 

22ft x 18ft stables. 

Register Item Number: 

MAK06 

 

Building Type: 

��� � � Residential 

��� � ��� � Commercial 

��� � � Industrial 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Institutional 

��� � ��� � Agriculture 

��� � � Other 

 

Significance:  

��� �  Archaeological 

��� �  Architectural 

��� �  Historic 

��� �  Scientific 

��� �  Technological 

��� �  Cultural 

 

Thematic Context � �

��� � � Early Settlement 

��� � � Residential 

��� � � Industry 

��� � � Agricultural 

��� � � Commerce 

��� � � Transport 

��� � � Civic/Admin 

��� � � Health 

��� � � Education 

��� � � Religion 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Community 

��� � � Memorials 
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The first policeman to occupy the station was Constable Jonas Abrams who took 

up residence with his wife in July 1880. He was replaced in 1881 with Constable 

Marsh, Sergeant McLuskey in 1883. The station was temporarily closed in March 

1888 when McLuskey was transferred to Auckland. It was reopened again in 

May under Constable Moroney and later Constable Henry Carr and Constable 

Edwin Hughes in 1890.  

 

The police station closed in 1895 as the need for a police presence in the 

growing town of Te Puke became apparent. The stables and lock up were 

relocated to Te Puke. The station house remained in Maketu and was occupied 

by the “Postmaster Maketu”. It was later rented out to Allen Ferguson (former 

licensee and shopkeeper of the Star Hotel/Store). From 1901 to 1912 the house 

was the residence of James Dudson, a notable flaxmiller. It was later occupied 

by the Blackmores, Colebrooks and Butcher families. In about 1947 the property 

was sold to W.E. Singleton, then A. Fraser in 1956. It is currently occupied by 

the Page family.  

Architect/Designer:    

History of changes:  

1880 Police House built, along with lock-up and stables. 

1895 Police Station closed, property rented out. 

 

Date Period: 1880s 

Rarity / Special Features:  

 

Integrity:  

Exterior appears to be substantially 

altered, although the bay resembles 

the one on the former Te Puke 

Courthouse. 

Representativeness: 

Common form of later 19th century 

police stations and (post offices).  

Context/Group Value:   

Associated with early settlement of 

Maketu and the adjacent former 

Courthouse. 

Diversity (Form and Features):   

Unknown what the original plan of the 

building was, although some exterior 

decorative elements are reminiscent of 

the Te Puke Police House. 

 

Fragility / Vulnerability:   

In good condition, currently a private 

residence 
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Summary of Significance: 

Archaeological Qualities 

The police station predates 1900 and is considered an archaeological site under 

definition provided in the Historic Places Act 1993.    

Architectural Qualities 

Representative of typical 1880s-1920s civic buildings (i.e. Police Stations, Post 

Offices). 

Historic Qualities 

Associated with early settlement in Maketu and the development of law and 

order in the district. One of few surviving buildings from the time of the CMS 

Wharekahu Mission Station. Occupied by notable local people and families.  

Reference Source:  

Matheson, A. (1995) “Law and Order at Maketu” Historical Review 43(2):106-

122. 

Associated Pictures: 

 

Date of Survey: 4/08/2008 

Prepared by:  
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Wharekahu Mission Historic Area 

 
Location:  Spencer Ave, Maketu NZ Historic Places Trust        

Registration Number:     

Physical Description:  Location of the Wharekahu CMS Mission Station (1830s 

– 1860s). There are remnants of the mission station along Spencer Ave. This  

includes old fence posts and European fruit and ornamental trees.  

Other known names:  

Current Use: Residential dwellings 

Register Item Number: 

MAK07

 

Building Type: 

��� � � Residential 

��� � ��� � Commercial 

��� � � Industrial 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Institutional 

��� � ��� � Agriculture 

��� � � Other 

 

Significance:  

��� �  Archaeological 

��� �  Architectural 

��� �  Historic 

��� �  Scientific 

��� �  Technological 

��� �  Cultural 

 

Thematic Context � �

��� � � Early Settlement 

��� � � Residential 

��� � � Industry 

��� � � Agricultural 

��� � � Commerce 

��� � � Transport 

��� � � Civic/Admin 

��� � � Health 

��� � � Education 

��� � � Religion 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Community 

��� � � Memorials 
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Former Uses: CMS Anglican Mission  

Heritage Status .  

 

 

District Plan Zoning:  

Architectural Style:  Date of Construction:  1952 

Materials:  

Registered owner: various owners 

Legal Description: Spencer Ave and adjacent properties. 

History: Thomas Chapman, the first missionary to visit the Maketu area, 

arrived in Maketu in 1831 in the company of Henry Williams, at the 

request of William Tapsell. In 1849, following endemic intertribal warfare 

in the region which saw the abandonment of Tapsell’s trading station, 

Chapman established a small mission settlement at Wharekahu where 

regular services where held. In 1850, he was able to negotiate land for a 

proper church building – the site of St Thomas’. 

 

Architect/Designer:    

History of changes:  

  

 

 

Date Period: 1830s-1860s 

Rarity / Special Features:  

 

Integrity:  

The mission has long since gone, 

although there are scattered remnants 

from the time period. 

Representativeness:   Context/Group Value:   

Associated with the adjacent 

government reserve (Police House, 

Magistrate’s House, Courthouse and 

Board School), the cemetery and the 

nearby Anglican Church. 

Diversity (Form and Features):   

 

Fragility / Vulnerability:   

Area has been residentially developed. 

Likely to be subsurface remains of 

buildings. 
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Summary of Significance: 

Archaeological Qualities 

The area is an important archaeological landscape that potentially contains 

remains of pre-1900 buildings. The Wharekahu site has been recorded as an 

archaeological site (V14/21), although the map grid references are for the Ivy 

Isles site. 

Historic Qualities 

The area is associated with the Wharekahu Mission, one of the first European 

settlements in the Bay of Plenty. 

Reference Source:  

Philip Andrews (1991) Ko Mata: The life in New Zealand of Anne Chapman, 

missionary at the Bay of Islands, Rotorua and Maketu 1830-1855. Rotorua 1991. 

St Thomas Church Centennial Aug 1968.  

Clement, C., Robertson, L., & Lewis, L. (2007) Te Puke: Nga Tangata me Nga  

Wahi: People and Places. Te Puke History Project. 

Associated Pictures: 

1867 plan of the Mission Station (SO 1369) 

 
Date of Survey: 4/08/2008 

Prepared by: N Cable 
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Otairoa Trading Station (Historic Area) 

 
Location:  Park Road, Maketu NZ Historic Places Trust        

Registration Number:     

Physical Description:  Commercial centre of Maketu, although there are no 

remaining structures from the early trading station days (1830s) or early town 

(1880s-1920s). The Maketu Pies buildings and the adjacent garage mark the 

site of Chaytor & Co. Store. King’s Store was next to this. Roger’s Trading Store 

and Tapsell’s house were closer to the coast. The oldest buildings left here are 

St Peter’s Church, the Olympia Theatre (1950s), the former butchers (1930s?), 

Maketu Landing Garage and the Maketu Pies building. 

Other known names:  

Current Use:  

Former Uses: Trading Station 

Heritage Status .  

 

 

District Plan Zoning:  

Architectural Style:  Date of Construction:  1830 

Materials:  

Registered owner: various owners 

Legal Description: Park Rd and adjacent properties 

Register Item Number: 

MAK08

 

Building Type: 

��� � � Residential 

��� � ��� � Commercial 

��� � � Industrial 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Institutional 

��� � ��� � Agriculture 

��� � � Other 

 

Significance:  

��� �  Archaeological 

��� �  Architectural 

��� �  Historic 

��� �  Scientific 

��� �  Technological 

��� �  Cultural 

 

Thematic Context � �

��� � � Early Settlement 

��� � � Residential 

��� � � Industry 

��� � � Agricultural 

��� � � Commerce 

��� � � Transport 

��� � � Civic/Admin 

��� � � Health 

��� � � Education 

��� � � Religion 

��� � � Recreation 

��� � � Community 

��� � � Memorials 
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History: William Tapsell arrived from the Bay of Islands in the 1830s to 

establish a flax trading station. He established a store and a residence 

below an old Maketu pa site. His arrival sparked the development of a 

Maori flax industry, with hundreds of Maori settling along the beach and 

around the Kaituna estuary to scrape flax. The station quickly developed 

into a busy port, despite being attacked several times during intertribal 

warfare in the 1830s and the land wars of the 1860s. 

   Tapsell ran his store from 1830 to 1836 before leaving to establish a 

new shop at Whakatane. After the intertribal warfare that forced Tapsell 

to leave subsided, a new store was opened by William Rogers in 1842. 

The store was located beside the coast, near Tapsell’s old residence. 

Rogers ran his flax trading store until 1974. Other stores were 

established in the area by merchants such as Thomas Wrigely (1861-

1878), James & Denis Foley (1864-66), E.J. Borrell (1866-1868), T.J. 

Bennet (1871-1872) and L. Samual & J. Jacobohn (1972-1874). 

 In 1878, W.A. Bull took over Wrigley’s store, located on Little Waihi 

Road. In 1884 Bull’s store was run by William Rogers Junior, son of the 

original William Rogers. Rogers Jnr ran the store until 1894. 

In 1879, Chaytor & Co. opened a store on what is now the corner of 

Little Waihi Road and Park Rd. The store was leased to A.H. Ferguson, 

who eventually bought it in 1891. Ferguson sold  the store to Robert 

King in 1898. King, who had arrived from Opotiki, also established a 

store and bakery in Te Puke. King added a large receiving store 

between the shop and the coast. This iron shed burnt down in 1903, 

although the concrete foundations were still visible when H.A. Ringer 

took over the store in 1922. Ringer eventually sold the “Maketu Store 

and tea rooms” to Leonard Kerr, former ironmonger from Te Puke, in 

1944. The store was demolished in 1978 to make way for the current 

garage and Maketu Pies building. 

  

Architect/Designer:    

History of changes:  

  

 



Built Heritage Inventory               

     

 5/07/06  

 

Date Period: 1830s to 1940s 

Rarity / Special Features:  

archaeological site 

Integrity:  

Subsurface remains only 

Representativeness:   Context/Group Value:   

Associated with William Tapsell and 

the early commercial development of 

Maketu.  

Diversity (Form and Features):   

 

Fragility / Vulnerability:   

Archaeological site only 

Summary of Significance: 

Archaeological Qualities 

This area has the potential to contain subsurface remains of the early 

commercial centre of Maketu, including Tapsell’s house and Rodger’s Flax 

Trading Store, Chayton & Co. Store and King’s Store. 

Historic Qualities 

Associated with the early commercial development of Maketu and notable 

businessmen in the district including William Tapsell, Robert King, Chaytor, 

Ringer and Kerr. 

Reference Source:  

Cowan, J. (1935) A Trader in Cannibal Road. A.H and A.W. Reed, Dunedin. 

Matheson, A. (1996) “Early Maketu Storekeepers” Historical Review 44(2). 

Associated Pictures: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1868 Map of the trading station (ML1024) 
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1891 Map of Maketu Commerical Centre (SO 6599). 

 
Date of Survey: 4/08/2008 

Prepared by: N Cable 25/03/08 

 


